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Introduction 


This is the story of The Angels. 

It is based on the facts in the official records, but it attempts to 
present them in story fashion. It is designed to evoke memories of 
things not written within its covers by touching on the experiences of 
all The Angels. It hopes to bring to mind not only the mud of Leyte, 
the dust of Luzon, and the night soil of Japan, but also the nights at 
Scottie’s outside of Southern Pines, the battle of Leesville, and the 
conflict between the amphibian engineers and the incognito airborne 
at Stoneman. 

No roster of The Angels has been included, because some names 
we would not for the world have purposely omitted would inevitably 
have been omitted. All the actions of all units are, we think, included, 
but here too, some which have never been recorded may have escaped. 

The history hopes to make clear, perhaps for the first time to many, 
the reasoning which led to decisions of higher headquarters — decisions 
which were at the time unfathomable to the soldier they affected. 

Above all, the history hopes to make clear, without boasting, the 
glory which belongs to the Division, and the men who formed it, 
because it has a combat record second to none. 


E. M. F., Jr. 
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Chapter i: 

N o particular fuss or furor marked the activa- 
tion of our Division. The diary, under the 
date 25 February 1943, carries the simple 
statement: "Activation Day. Flag raised.” It men- 
tions that the day was cool, with the sky overcast. 
Major General E. G. Chapman, Jr., Commanding 
General of Airborne Command, was General Swing’s 
guest at luncheon that day, and with him inspected 
the new Division area. While there were formations 
within some of the units, most of the men were 
working, and there was no Division-wide observance 
of our birthday. 

The Division which the generals visited that day 
was not the Division we later knew. The recruits 
or "fillers” had not yet arrived; and the troops they 
saw represented the cadre, or were members of units 
which had been activated previously for the purpose 
of joining the Division. For instance, the 511th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment had been activated at 
Toccoa, Georgia, in November of 1942 to be as- 
signed to the Division upon its activation. Similarly, 
the 457th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion had 
been activated at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, in 
January of 1943, moved to Toccoa, Georgia, and 
subsequently to Camp Mackall to become a part of 
the Division. The 711th Airborne Ordnance Main- 
tenance Company and the 408th Airborne Quarter- 
master Company were also activated prior to the 
25th. The Division Artillery Band and the 511th 
Parachute Infantry Band had both initially entered 
the federal service with the National Guard, playing 
for the Field Artillery Brigades at Fort Bragg just 
before being assigned to the Division. 

The officer cadre was supplied by the 76th Infan- 
try Division and by the Airborne Command; the 
enlisted cadre came principally from the 88th Infan- 
try Division at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, and from 
the Airborne Command. General Swing joined the 
Division from the 82d Airborne Division, and Gen- 
erals Brown and Pierson came to us from Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

The formal activation of the Division was an- 
nounced in General Orders No. 1, Headquarters, 
11th Airborne Division, 25 February 1943, signed by 
Major General J. M. Swing as Division Commander. 
These orders among other things, cited in the caba- 
listic abbreviations peculiar to the Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s Department, the authority for activating the 
Division, starting with a War Department letter 
dated 24 November 1942, the subsequent orders 


Activation 

issued by Army Ground Forces, and the several 
amendments thereto. They announced the opening 
of Headquarters, 11th Airborne Division, at Camp 
Mackall, North Carolina, as of 0001, 25 Febmary 
1943; the assumption of command by General Swing; 
the assignment of Brigadier General Wyburn D. 
Brown as Commanding General, Division Artillery, 
and Brigadier General Albert Pierson as Assistant 
Division Commander. Colonel Francis W. Farrell 
was designated Chief of Staff, and the other staff 
officers were Lieutenant Colonel James W. Smyly, 
Jr., G-1; Major Clifford L. Dier, G-2; Major Robert 
A. Ports, G-3; and Lieutenant Colonel Glenn A. 
Ross, G-4. In the final section of General Orders 
No. 1, the organic units of the 11th Airborne 
Division were announced: 

Headquarters, 11th Airborne Division 
Headquarters Company, 11th Airborne Division 
Military Police Platoon, 11th Airborne Division 
408th Airborne Quartermaster Company 
511th Airborne Signal Company 
711th Airborne Ordnance Maintenance Company 
221st Airborne Medical Company 
127th Airborne Engineer Battalion 
15 2d Airborne Antiaircraft Battalion 
Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 11th Air- 
borne Division Artillery (Band) 

457th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion 
674th Glider Field Artillery Battalion 
675th Glider Field Artillery Battalion 
187th Glider Infantry Regiment 
188th Glider Infantry Regiment 
511th Parachute Infantry Regiment (Band) 

These units constituted the 11th Airborne Divi- 
sion throughout its history, although there were some 
changes and modifications. Effective 20 July 1945, 
the 188th Glider Infantry Regiment was redesig- 
nated the 188th Parachute Infantry Regiment, and 
expanded to three battalions, and at the same time 
the 187th Glider Infantry Regiment was increased 
to three battalions instead of two. The 674th Glider 
Field Artillery Battalion became the 674th Parachute 
Field Artillery Battalion. The 472d Field Artillery 
Battalion, which had been attached to the Division 
previously, was reassigned to the Division on 20 
July 1945, as the 472d Glider Field Artillery Battal- 
ion. Before the Division left the United States, the 
parachute maintenance personnel of the 457th Para- 
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chute Field Artillery Battalion, 127th Airborne En- 
gineer Battalion, and 511th Parachute Infantry Regi- 
ment, were consolidated into a Provisional Parachute 
Maintenance Company and operated as such until 
the basic tables of organization were modified, and 
then the 11th Airborne Parachute Maintenance 
Company was activated. In a similar fashion, a 
Provisional Division Reconnaissance Platoon was or- 
ganized, composed of volunteers, and served with 
distinction in the Leyte and Luzon campaigns. Later, 
this organization formally became an organic unit 
of the Division. Our bands, too, went through evolu- 
tionary processes. The 511th Parachute Infantry 
Band was first redesignated the 11th Airborne Divi- 
sion Infantry Band, and later, in New Guinea, both 
bands were merged and redesignated the 11th Air- 
borne Division Band. Although many different com- 
bat and service organizations were attached to the 
Division during various campaigns, the organic struc- 
ture of the Division remained constant, except for 
the changes mentioned above. 

Early in the training of the Division, General 
Swing modified the organization so the designation 
of units as parachute and glider became a misnomer. 
It was his firm conviction that all troops of an air- 
borne division should be able to jump or glide, and 
that no person, or unit, should be, exclusively, jumper 
or glider-rider. Accordingly, each member of the 
Division was asked to volunteer for parachute duty, 
and over the years, the Division was better than 
eighty per cent "paraglider.” 

There is an old Army saying that your last post 
was the best, and your current post is the worst. 
The first arrivals at the new camp had good reason 
to feel discouraged about the facilities. Though con- 
struction and road-building crews were working 
feverishly to get the cantonment ready for the arrival 
of troops. Camp Mackall presented a dreary pros- 
pect in those early days of February. The pine knolls 
of the North Carolina sand hills country were just 
beginning to show the result of the engineers’ work. 
Bulldozers were wallowing in the still unpaved 
roads, and at the building sites a confusion of roar- 
ing lumber trucks, ringing hammers and shrill, rasp- 
ing saws helped slap together the one-story wooden, 
tarpaper-covered barracks, messhalls, orderly and 
supply rooms, administration buildings, warehouses 
and other structures. The diary records the high- 
lights of construction progress and brings back those 


days when water sprung from everything except a 
duly authorized faucet. 

It seems now as though this occupation of un- 
finished Camp Mackall was typical of a Division 
characteristic which was to haunt and impel us 
through the years of our history. We always had to 
do a better-than-average job with less-than-adequate 
facilities. The same spirit that made the leaking 
plumbing of Camp Mackall suffice on that memor- 
able Thanksgiving Day when ninety per cent of us 
had the "GIs,” later prompted the superlative efforts 
of the Division Cub pilots in Leyte when we 
couldn’t beg, borrow, or steal a C-47 with which to 
supply ourselves. 

It was chilly — nay, downright cold — during those 
early days at Camp Mackall. Some men still main- 
tain that the wind whistling through the floors of 
the flimsy barracks would blow off a hat, and heat- 
ing was a constant battle. Most barracks were heated 
by two coal space-heaters — one at each end. Coal 
and ash dust settled on everything, and what smoke 
did get out through the chimney came back in 
through the cracks in the floor. Troops who slept 
away from the stoves silently stoked them to red heat 
while the close-in boys snored, only to wake with 
eyebrows singed and skin browned and roasted. Oc- 
casional roof fires started from sparks or overheated 
stove pipes, but none of them was serious. In spite 
of all, the health of the command remained good, 
and in a sense the discomforts were training for 
things to come. 

Beginning with the 6th of February, each day’s 
entry in the diary records the arrival of additional 
officers and men — members of the cadre, or of pre- 
viously activated units. As of 12 February, initial 
housekeeping problems were sufficiently under con- 
trol to permit the start of intensive cadre training, 
which continued until completed on the 25th. The 
classification group, which was to receive, classify, 
and assign the recruits as they arrived, kept on train- 
ing as preparations were pushed to be ready to 
receive the first of the recruits, and to speed them 
swiftly and efficiently to their permanent units and 
assignments. 

It was known that recruits would arrive by the 
trainload, at all hours of the day and night, and 
from all parts of the country. Plans had to be made 
to meet them at the trains at Hoffman, North Caro- 
lina, transport them to the camp, feed and house 
them, chedc their service records and other adminis- 
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trative details, and assign them to units of the Divi- 
sion. Accordingly a casual detachment was organized 
on 26 February, consisting of 10 officers and 46 
enlisted men under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Massad. They were assigned a number of 
barracks and a messhall in the 511th Parachute In- 
fantry area at the western end of the camp in which 
to house and process the new arrivals. At the same 
time, the classification group, headed by the Division 
classification oifice% and including the personnel 
officers of the units and the necessary clerks, were 
holding frequent rehearsals. 

Our first fillers arrived at Hoffman, North Caro- 
lina on 2 March 1943 at 0200 hours. It was cold 
and miserable and the few lights of the Hoffman 
station house blinked feebly through the Carolina 
mist. Beyond, even more feebly, shone the head- 
lights of the long line of waiting trucks, engines 
idling and tailgates down. 

According to the diary, 500 men arrived at 0220 
from Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana. At 1435 
hours, 299 men from Camp Wolters, Texas, and 201 
men from Fort Sill, Oklahoma arrived. That even- 
ing, at 2240, an additional 190 men arrived from 
Toccoa, Geogria. Each day between 2 March and 
13 March brought more recruits. March 9 was a 
typical day. At 0200 hours, 89 men arrived from 
Fort Lewis, Washington; at 0440 hours, 100 from 
Fort Dix, New Jersey; at 0645 hours, 416 men from 
New Cumberland, Pennsylvania, and 105 from Fort 
Lewis, Washington; at 1015 hours, 199 men from 
Fort Meade, Maryland; and at 1440 hours, 100 men 
from Camp Upton, New York. 

The men of the Division came from all sections 
of the country. Each service command supplied men 
for the Division in the ratio of the civilian popula- 
tion of the service command to the population of 
the entire United States. Practically all of our men 
came directly from reception centers, and received 
their basic training with the Division. Very few of 
our initial quota of men had been trained in a 
replacement training center. Those men who had 
volunteered for parachute duty at their reception 
centers were assigned directly to one of the para- 
chute units of the Division; all others were assigned 
to the glider units. 

We were particularly fortunate in the quality of 
the men. The majority of them were 18 to 19, 
although a few were older. Shortly after the Divi- 
sion came to full strength, it was found that the 



average age of its men was slightly under 20 years. 
Not only were our men young and potentially tough, 
but they were smart. Sixty per cent of our enlisted 
men had a score of 110 or higher in the Army 
General Classification Test. This was the minimum 
intelligence standard for admission to officer candi- 
date school. 

We had to maintain and increase these high stand- 
ards because of the organization and mission of an 
airborne division. It was designed to strike at its 
objective using air transportation, and had to keep 
the number of men at an absolute minimum. Each 
man had to carry his own share of the load, and 
in many cases do the duties of two men in a stand- 
ard infantry division under the toughest conditions. 
The wisdom of these high standards has been borne 
out by the glorious combat record of our Division, 
but it must be admitted that the higher a man’s intel- 
ligence, the cleverer are his misdeeds and gripes, and 
at times it seemed that a division of morons would 
have been preferable from the commanders’ view- 
points. 

Many of us arrived at Camp Mackall thoroughly 
confused and bewildered, after a whirlwind process- 
ing at the reception center, involving clothing issue. 
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shots, lectures and examinations. Finally our names 
appeared on a roster to ship out. There were clues 
of the distance we were to travel but they were 
meager. If the distance was short, we were ordered 
to pack our newly issued mess gear. If it was to 
be a long trip we were told to leave it out for use. 
Always the troop trains arrived at night. Wearing 
our heavy issue overcoats, and weighed down with 
one-ton barracks bags, we detrained eagerly, and 
bombarded the waiting cadre men with questions. 
"Where are we?” The weary answer, "At Hoffman, 
N. C.” "What’s there?” "Camp Mackall.” "What’s 
at Camp Mackall?” "The 11th Airborne Division.” 
And from the really obtuse: "What’s airborne?” At 
the answer, "Parachutes and gliders,” conviction be- 
came certain that Army paper work was as loused 
up as reception center rumor had predicted. As the 
full import of the word "airborne” struck Private 
Edward W. Jacobs, straight from the Press bars of 
Philadelphia and tipping the scales at a scant 230, 
he made a wild dash for the safety of the retreating 
train. His thoughts, never silent, as he jounced to- 
ward Camp Mackall in the back of a 2l/^-ton truck 
ably expressed the feelings of many of us that murky 
morning in 1943. 

Our disparaging remarks about the metropolis of 
Hoffman, North Carolina, were soon cut short by 
sharp-voiced sergeants. They organized us into some 
sort of formation, marched us to waiting trucks, 
saw us safely loaded, and started the convoy to Camp 
Mackall. After a short ride, we arrived at the Casual 
Detachment barracks, were assigned a temporary 
location, and then marched to the messhall for a 
hot meal. From this time on we were in the clutches 
of a steadily grinding machine. Our service records 
and classification cards were taken from us and proc- 
essed by the classification group. Our bodies were 
sent to another group where they were physically 
inspected, dentally inspected, shot, pummelled, 
breathed into and out of, until finally at the end of 
the line, they were sent back to join our weary minds, 
service records, and Forms 20 at the temporary 
barracks. 

After a much too short rest, and the lapse of a 
few seconds, or maybe hours, our names were called 
again. We gathered together our barracks bags and 
other gear, formed in line, and started the march 


from the western to the eastern end of S-3 Street. 
Along the road we saw for the first time the brand 
new signs marking the Headquarters of the various 
units of the Division. At the first sign, "188th Gli- 
der Infantry,” we halted. A list of names was called 
out. Those men fell out, and were turned over to 
the noncommissioned officers of the 188th. From this 
time forward, they were doughboys. Similar stops 
were made at the 187th Glider Infantry, the 127th 
Airborne Engineer Battalion, ^d the artillery and 
antiaircraft battalions. Some of us dropped off at 
each stop, and finally, the remaining men knew they 
were assigned to the Special Troops units by a process 
of elimination. 

Things began to look up after we finally found a 
home with our new unit. We got to know the men 
who would be with us for a long time. No longer 
were we casuals drifting aimlessly, but rather mem- 
bers of a unit in which we could take root. 

Our first few days in camp were spent in settling 
down. We learned how to make up bunks, hang 
clothes, stow equipment neatly, keep quarters clean 
and orderly. Reveille formation was easier to make 
because the band marched up and down the street 
from dawn on, tooting and drumming loudly enough 
to wake the dead. There was some close-order drill 
and a considerable amount of physical training, but 
mostly there was housekeeping. Our individual bar- 
racks areas had to be policed. Training areas were 
generally wooded, brush-covered locations marked 
on a map, and they had to be cleared and put in 
shape for the training program soon to come. The 
brand-new soldiers did the work. 

Recreation facilities were meager, to say the least, 
for the first week or so. Theaters and APRs (all- 
purpose recreation buildings) had not been com- 
pleted. The fields which were to be used for 
baseball and football were still wooded sand fields. 
Among the subjects for griping, though, the recrea- 
tional lack ranked low. Days packed full of work, 
exercise, and leaky plumbing made the sack look 
good at night, and by the time we were hardened 
enough to waste two hours of evening sleeping time 
for griping, lo! Betty Hutton was playing in the 
APR, and night baseball was being played behind 
the chapel. 

But not yet — 
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Chapter 2: 

I IKE all newly activated divisions, our training 
was divided into the basic phase, the unit 
^ phase, and the maneuver phase. At the end 
of each training period the Division was tested by 
higher headquarters. We successfully passed each 
of the tests. 

We had basic training from 15 March to 21 June 
1943 . With the help of runs, burpees, pushups, and 
close order drill, we gradually acquired enough 
rhythm to be trusted to appear in public with a band 
and, on 29 March, we participated in our first Divi- 
sion review. The training settled into routine and 
daily the shouts of marching men counting cadence 
bounced off the pine trees and barracks and rolled 
away across the Carolina, sand hills. The training 
areas, were cleared spaces in the woods, and there 
blackboards and easels were set up and professional 
young lieutenants lectured and demonstrated 
throughout the day. Small charges of tear gas were 
detonated in closed tents through which we had to 
go. We swaggered in as only an airborne soldier 
can swagger, and stumbled from the exit, weeping, 
burning, and crying "Uncle.” The morning’s train- 
ing usually ended with a short forced march and a 
trip over the obstacle course on the way back to 
barracks. Afternoons were spent on fatigue details, 
more training, organized athletics, and care and 
cleaning of equipment. From sheer habit, howitzer 
breechblocks came to fall apart without command 
whenever anyone walked into the gun parks. 

The history wouldn’t be complete without an ac- 
count of the "Battle of the Coal Boxes.” The "Battle 
of the CBs” came under the heading of fatigue 
details, and usually took place in the afternoons — 
though within the memory there were times when it 
occurred before breakfast. Outside each barracks at 
Camp Mackall was a portable coal bin weighing 
some two or three tons. For some reason known 
only to God and the Division Commander, and 
maybe Colonel Strohben, the coal boxes had to be 
exactly on line from the 511th area to Division 
Headquarters; on line from east to west, north to 
south, diagonally, vertically, actually, and theoreti- 
cally. It was whispered that the Division Com- 
mander inspected them from the air in a Cub plane. 
At night when we retired, they were on line; but, 
come morning, the cry would go up that a coal box 
in the engineer area was two inches to the left, and, 
what was worse, three inches lower on the left corner 
than on the right. Out we would go, heaving, push- 


Training 

ing, tugging, and swearing, until every last coal box 
in the camp was two inches to the left and three 
inches canted to the left corner. 

Our first indication that the Division would have 
some use for us came when we began to receive indi- 
vidual weapons instruction. Our introduction was 
the invariable lecture by a lieutenant standing before 
us, shy and tentative, holding in hand a carbine or 
an M-1, explaining each part. At a succeeding ses- 
sion, a few sample weapons were distributed among 
us. We spread our shelter halves on the ground, 
and, with a weapon to each group of five or six 
soldiers, together we started to field-strip them. 
Finally, we were considered sufficiently trustworthy 
to be issued a weapon of our own, and realization 
dawned that a problem, as well as a possession, had 
been issued. 

When it first came to us, it was packed in cosmo- 
line, which had to be removed completely. When 
we thought we had finished cleaning our guns, there 
was twice as much goo on us as ever there had been 
on the weapon, and still the same amount on the 
gun as before. The new parts worked stiffly — screws 
resisted all efforts to loosen them and springs came 
to life, grew, bounced, hid, and buckled. Out to 
inspection we went, exhausted but triumphant, with 
extra parts that wouldn’t fit stuffed in our pockets. 
At least it was clean, we said. Proudly we presented 
the thing for inspection. Those that didn’t fall apart 
in the captain’s hands when he smacked them, re- 
leased clouds of dust and rust that obscured two 
whole blocks of the camp. How inadequate our poor 
efforts had been, and how dejectedly we returned, 
humble and angry! At one inspection, rifles were 
supposed to be dry; at the next one they were sup- 
posed to be oily. If the piece was oily, it picked 
up the dust of the sand hills country; if dry, it got 
rusty. When we took it to the field, it picked up 
sand which meant another cleaning. We hated to 
take it out, preferring to enshrine it, clean and oiled, 
in the rifle rack, and borrow somebody else’s for the 
trip. Little tricks of the trade, such as using Blitz 
Cleaning Cloth as a rifle patch, steel wool to remove 
pits, or pencil lead to cover rust spots, soon boom- 
eranged, but what was a burdensome task stretching 
into hours finally became a chore which could be 
attended to in a brisk ten minutes. 

Learning to fire our weapons was a process which 
started with much enthusiasm, descended into mo- 
notony, and finally wound up in an unbelievable 
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Dmx^ori> in r'fs OJynron l^«iiidquprt«rs a^ Camp Mockaif 


wave af ijjterest and sense of accomplishment; J*j'e- 
iimmary ; tifle; — stattecl in the 

thoraugh and methodkst nannec t}'pical of, what we 
had come to espect ojf the Army, ^d was foiiowed 
by mstmctipns on posttjops —standing, kneelmg, 
sitting, and prone. Afu.sdes creaked and rebeUed at 
the iinfamiliat attitudes and Southern coon hunters 
held iorth with contemptuous critiques, but tjieposi- 
riofis soon became second nahire. There foilmved 
the seemingly endless dry runs in preparation hsr 
the range, and When we were thoroughly sith and 
tired of tilt- whole busines.s, we receivy-d ouf schedule 
for Irfing on the range. 

Range days Were somehow different dmm all 
others. <Wc rose eailv, and there was ea.rlv chirw. 
The- gang selected id wrjrk in the pits went o.t? in 
tracks earlier to hiive the, targets ready for our 
arrival VC'e niarjied jt case the three- udd miles .out 
Range goad jn the early dawn, gossiping and hunt- 
mirtg. -and by tlic riinc- the sun was nsing over the 
hdrizon. ice were ready to fire. On the hrmg Ime, 
W'e had our last dry run followed by hve shotS.to' 
serii-in nur piecec. Almost before wc knew' it, we 
yverc ready to hife for record, and dry urn's were t>f 
the past-. The range officet repeated the old calls, 
which have bev.ume ritual: '’Ready nti the right.’' 
Ready on the (eft;'' Ready on the tiring line.^ idag 
1$ W’avmg, Jlag is down, targets UP*” '{he best sur 
tling crackle ot one or two impetuous nfles. yeobaidy 
fired by mi 5 t.ike, ,gave heart to the hesitant, and a 
fusillade broke the mbfning stillness Dowji Went 


the targets to be marked, and the babble of time- 
svfirn tetfiarks rose ftum the firing line; "rii bet you 
five dolhifs” and the frantic scream "'JAM! jAM!” 
A hush, ami the carget.s reappeared, »p:)tted ■ with 
the wlutc and bbek discs, -and, now and then,, the 
slowly waving red flag signifying a miss. 

We studied and erected various types of hasty 
field fortifications, and le;imed something about fox, 
holes H.i'd we but known it, the sandy Noith Giroi 
Imd sod svas good to ii-s in those early days, for 
digging was easy, ,ind the >>nly problem was the 
scrub pifie mof which stuck a deceptively small dis;- 
taiio? into ouj toKbole. Wt- gave it a light, off-h,ind 
rug,, then a stronger pull, ami finally, bmdmg our, 
brides ro It', pulled wjtli all our might, destroying the. 
foahuies ul six oclier men throogii whose [soles the 
fifteen -fo(/t root had passed In, shun ttveroighf prob- 
lems, we lejnsed t«i take care of ourselves m the 
field-. We fired at Surprise targets -011 the dost- 
comhat ranger; wc fired fhig transition course,; and, 
finally, .we crawled under bi'erhead iire un the infil 
t.rafio'n ciiuf.se.' , , ' . ' 

At every ;jfagc of our tratmiig, we bad the* inevit 
able hike*. At .first they were ccunparatively short, 
and umts began to boast of their prowess, SooH, 
dioiigh, wc- ivote inAfthiffg tactfcally, witl} full field 
equipmenl, towung at first 12, then 18 and fiiuli.y 
2 'i mdas— 'the (.ufer m eight hours " ompetitiye 

feeling, bc'tw'c-c-n units .still t-an high and the trabtf 
of boasting, which w'e wished we'd never started, 
ied us rductarul) mto prugressivcly- shortening the 



U«uf»n 0 n> G«ineM 6iin l«qr (wnorinjj I^q^hI mexmpamfd Owmmi Swing o.rrti (aunvrpt Sff^wn, Dif itipn Art^lary commcm^wr, inspects 
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time urttil some units completed the 25 miles in as tulrtin^ at Mackai! 
Iiftle as SIX and, a half hours. ' of “a.’ "C/' and 

Our runs and ft:irce<J rriaiches were failed "lat - tanj^Ied time of turn 
races, but ort h'ridae nfternoons tliete was .a special nijijhtmare, iettures, 
rat ra^e for ofTiters At 1600 on 19 March i9.4^.. the iandinii rramer, 
all ofFicefS turned out for. whit had betai announced harness, and chore f 
sc? a brisk, shaft,' exercise walk WOW! Wc con-- ro the /ump towers, 
verged on Dtvisfun Headquarters, and.GeiKrat Swing tire last two nights, 
fefl in M the head of the caluitjn, flanked by his douhie-rimmg ami t 
two iSGs. Well' Mever has there been a more- sur- the Patachutc Sthoc 
prrsed grcHip t>f iifhcecs Diuibtmg Tbumascs. vet- The last week, 
erans of the piunitive airborne schonl, began nodding lumps sverc made, w 
their hrfads in approval, Less fortunate and more preceded by a week 
corpulent members grew red, tbenpmplc' anddifiail}' ease. After a sicq^l 
green a, s the loggings column cewered North Carolina Jt wouid ram., and 
one Tfidav and .kouth Csrohfia the next '‘Seving could get jt OV' 
Sessions” they dubbed rhmu tefter the white head htll in the grey Ja 
that bobbed always at the t mitt of the coiumnvand our chutes, and rnc 
thel' were as regulAr as ihe sunnse. The obstacle .await our planes .i 
co'ursci w%'ch we haled woth .1 steady, burtung bate, grim and sertous t 
wis. the' last ofltcial stop, and the. I.rst real stop was Jeepi tnside. and we 
the Beer Hal! whn,h we loved just'^ as (crveotly, . ■ .sell -con.se lou si V — -to 

The highlight of tin? bask; tr, lining fienod for the of ihe wjsec/acks fl 
patacroopers was the matJtbs of May and June of turns came, and we 
1945 when they went, a batralion at a timci i-o the plane;;. Cawnously w 
Pafachute School at Fort Benritog, Cjqkgk lor three out of the open dosi 
w-eeksl m Hun then boots ind w4ngk ish fields below — 

physk^a! prtxessing, ssas .orriitted, .smee the men had burned Before 'We 
been brought to jumping coticiition during their and, m an iiTCststil 
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THE ANGELS 

Ounn^g aur traifiing; peri^iis, we hefd a 
■of cttemofdes Eonorrog visitor ftr 
.legal hcd'Hlayi. Ofi':} forrAed.- fe 

.■A”';,.*. review on tfre Maoka I! Airport' lo dedicate ^ 

Mjckalt and ftlrtnaliy post i». b*ShOf <>f 

the first .Lf^nited Stat'^s paratoKspct killed 

g Oo 12 July, the piVttiofl w-itS reviewed tip 

Herrfi Gira,M.c! of the- Freneh Army. OtJtetr reviews 
v^fere staged fot the:Army: C^«n17Jatrder^ Gwe^a.j .Eten 
Lear; and the CfflhJtrandirtg^^^^^ Cif the Airbhine 
, EJbmgtend, Gt'oetal Cbapinan. pti LO.jfune, Gcnetal 
Swing departed for Af riea for duty is Gedetal Fisen- 
howeds-Airborae Advisor during tfi Siedy itiVitvtoiu 
He rerurlied in late, August, vandv dordtg his, tem^ 
vlosed and lips t^fotly damped. Soon we.had fiiade porary absence, foe Ptviskm by 

ft, and we wanted to do it again. '■Jt'e Waritdi t<J go Gefienii Brown. 

right up. then and do it again, TIktc Wa.s nofo'ng ' ■Oo. the pivision fihisl«d ba^c tram 

t<r-,itApfoyideJ vt'S' jumped ag.uo .then and there , and centered; upon a new phase^Afoe UrtiGTfa.in.jng 
.rTfur Trtore dfH Later vve avodid Progtafot;-* period which was to proye for tnOre 

get xp savor the t h tit ! o f jumping : There avou Id be no mtfoestirig , id US than ha sk t ram in g. . UTP keided 

mote si(:kly,uneastness--o,n!y the antkipabjrv ' foigi- t0gefo,et :wdiytduals, schooled .waks^ of a sol- 
ing, foe Mifdorgettable forili of wakhiiig fob glow digr ui Task rra.ifimg.,mt0 units of a division.. .Fla- 

of the erchattscs of the adjacent planes m a night ttSon p.n-if}ciency rests held -at Fon liragg for 

jump, foe pleasurable tfemhlirtg that precedes artiVal alj irtfortiry regimeol-S; aird dunng the same period., 

■at the go»p3ihtl No we, w’Qre our kings and we all fofdt .the irtfi|{ra.tkm^ transuion, and ciose- 

our bifotts With t feree:pn%. Back to'Magkali sye etstnbitt courses, . > , v, 

sverit, wdfo a bigger chest .and for some, sorrow" Oo the in,fi}tVatk'n course, a chUple rk fiendish 
folly adirut, a bigger head, ; rt.Wicbiriegunner>firedatour grour4d-h»iggihg, crawl- 

Dufing this initial period, each attillety 'bdifolion ing, pack-laden btHhea A «l«mhh;-'»hhi#^sed^ -in- 

visited foe aivillefo rahge at Fort Bragg, North Caro- hts hand waited imtil wc were directly .ovw. his ' 

lina, for the piirpose of pullirtg tlte lanyard and evplnsive ehari??® ^i*'d foen detimaied them in otir 

sefekjg yvhat happened when real aminunition had faces, Tfie urge to abandon out- snake-like 

been '|kpnied & May 19*15, a trutk -md w.dk erect; as we had been, taaghf smee 

cfmvupdeft Cdmp I52d Anti- h.w.»d wfo emp!ktitddkdikdufogedj% c>f 

aircraft BattahofV toTott Fisher. North Catnliirk for fod bullets slfoimimg' - just; foove ddr ba 
antiiu/craff firing, and they returned to Cattip Mack- crawled forpti^ ■ .the.- 'Winded. . bl-asf - 'iSiidcfed. barbed- 
all cm June 5 with another hurdle in their ttainiiig wiTe-ifofo,figIed m pulled our dirty ex- 

succesfoully surmounted, Well, really two hurdles, haijcted liudieMHit of tire other end with just enough 
Just iis tJfgy wefo-.lined up in fepnt ui the mu.ks ready energy reinamrng to; jeer at the more obese .and less 
to go. General Swung inspected. Proudly’ thev stoifo, : igtff still creeping toivard the haU-svay rt'urfe: 
knowfotg hfiW-yvelL fopj' nOi for Icmg, , ■. ; . A traiiiuig progfossed from individual fo* 

and fod.tLfoidd gave, svaytktrena He yyas kxfo- ; 'urtit rechiiicjue. Fifst thdrf; were .w.|iia*j |uii\ps, fo!- 

ing through duffdl bags, ;of- all thing.'! Every, thing ■ lowed by problems .on The grejund ‘T h.en curne- pla- 
canae out, and tlrai mfons x-verything from civilian toon, company, and b.attaljf'-i'! ((imps, m daylight, at 
clothes to beer tans. ' Bafo h? bdrrkks m-aKiic-d the twilight.,' and,kfi'oajIy by foe. bght at fop rtroon. 
chastened i.52d. Back to the motor park went thy .Bcmtty is,com}not'r ,in a busirtess^ fo with fop 

truckt. , Fbur; foars later, anofoeh 152d. li-ghtcr- by i |ky and. p'afochwtes, bat; fok Svho witnessed .it WiO- 
tons* drew up for inspeetbu;, passed;, and' moved out; the fifot niglit jimip of the 4!i7th Par a-; 

Word spread like ;\\uldfire, aiid unik moymg .put chute Fkfo Artillery, 'Ifoe .night \vas tdifoly cojd, 
foereaker stTupliIoudy paiT'ed focordiftg fft;the:book,' , -and. a . silvery .'mfJOn foiVnd^.fo (if t)>twm planes- 


r^gifteh fffda/ afiernaon officers'^ *^wing -t^tsion' 


WAR DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 


My dear General Swing: 


November 27, 1943 


I wish to thank you for the many courtesies and kindnesses extended to me during my stay 
at Camp Mackall. I believe I got more of value from this particular inspection trip than from 
any trip I have made. I was particularly impressed by the drive and enthusiasm displayed by the 
troops under yoilr command and by the painstaking care and detailed plarming which their training 
bespoke. 

The Airborne Infantry Division will play a great part in our future successes, and I know 
that the 11th Airborne Division will render outstanding service to our country on some not too far 
distant D Day. 

I wish to congratulate you personally and through you all ranks under your command on 
the outstanding condition of your division as to physical toughness and high degree of training. 

With every good wish for your continued success, I am 


Very sincerely yours. 


HENRY L. STIMSON 

Secretary of War. 

Major General Joseph M. Swing 
11th Airborne Division 
Camp Mackall, N. C. 


carrying the battalion flew in over A Field in a 
perfect V of Vs. The red and green wing lights 
of the planes and the bluish exhaust flames added 
technicolor beauty to the formation, silhouetted 
against the starry sky. As the green light flashed 
on, the sky filled with parachutes and multi-colored 
lights fell in a twinkling shower of beauty. The 
battalion was testing the feasibility of using colored 
flashlights to identify loads on the ground, but the 
catch which fastened the lights to the loads was too 
weak and in many cases the opening shock tore them 
loose and they fell to the ground like Christmas-tree 
bulbs. 

During July all units went on ten-day bivouacs 
which were tactical only in part. The artillery went 
to Bragg and got a little more accustomed to shoot- 
ing live ammunition. The various glider units of 
the Division started their formal glider training at 
Maxton Air Base and the intricacies of rope-tying, 
slide-rule manipulation and loading and lashing of 
vehicles and equipment were mastered. Finally, men 
ventured into the motorless, oversized kites, took 
a ride in the windy frames, and landed bouncily 
with muttered thanks. On 16 September, we had 


our first serious training accident during a combined 
glider and parachute demonstration at Mackall Air- 
field. A glider coming in to land crashed and cost 
six precious lives. Four of the men were from the 
674th Field Artillery, and two were glider pilots. 
For the first time the full magnitude of the risk we 
took as airborne troops was brought home to us. 

During October, the infantry regiments went on 
battalion firing tests and field exercises while the 
artillery practiced antitank firing, mastering the diffi- 
cult task of shooting a box-trailed 75 pack howitzer 
at a moving target. Another training accident on 
29 October 1943 marred the combined training 
period. In a night jump, one of the C-47s carrying 
personnel of Headquarters Battery of the 457th at- 
tempted to land at Mackall Field after one engine 
had conked out. The plane overshot the field, and 
as it rose and banked to turn and try again, a wing 
caught on a pine tree and spun the plane around and 
down. Casualties were heavy: ten of the 457th men 
were killed. Five lived — one, Corporal Sczeswick, 
to be killed later in action on Luzon. 

Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson visited the 
Division on 23 and 24 November. On the 23d an 
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mfiin try-art) llcry piitler-p.ajidiulc Jrc*p 'aj.% staged 
for him and the success of the prohietu spoke vet'll 
for the training of the- DiviHop. asu), if we may s<ty 
set foi the future of airborne mnrs 
^ thuit the beginning of 1914, the wisdom of in- 
cluding rtitbome units m die armed Forces of nur 
CGiantry was seriously doubted by ibe high command 
«f lbe A/niy. The Cterman success in airborne opera*, 
tiotis and the untir'mg efforts of a few uirborne 
epflntsi.tsts tiad So far sustained the Antefican air- 
borne rdf art^ but the first tw'o American -airboroe 
optAtiuns (Afiica o-nd Sitify) threatened the pro- 
gram. It i.s a Sad corntnentiiry on the small cadre 
of aichome entbo-siasts that they split amotig them- 
selves, and that the large group lOined with the 
oppianenis of airborne divisions to advocate that 
airborne divisions b< abandoned in favor i,if sepa- 
rjcf airborne regiments and task toices. These 
opinions vituved at Army Ground Fortes in the fall 
of 19-lb Ttie offtcets who submitted them, were 
capable and astutev and fhetr recomfoeodations projj- 
erly c,arried great weight. The airborne division 
seemed dnomed,^ but Gent-rai Lesley J McNair. 
Commanding C'*eneta) of the Anni' Grnand PoiceSs 
ilecided to postpone decision outd afTer he -and bis 
staff had seen foi themselves hlc eirdered the Lltb 
to pioceed With its plan? (nr a division airborne 
maneuver scheduled fot December, and IriturmeJ 
Genera) Swijtg that otr its success cjeptnded the 
future design of the ArnerKVm airhyiPt prttgram. 

In the tall of the War Oepartincnt con- 

vened a hoard of ofticerS, known a,ithc Swing fkiarcl, 
to determine the War De-patimeut policy on the 
tnissum and stcipe of Arnenc.ui airbarne operations 
The result of the inquiry atid studt of the board, 
of w Inch Gciier,il SiYmgwas pte-stdent was t)ie pub 
Ut'jtion of ’'X'sr Dep,«rtmenr Training rinul.u 113 
drat year, wiiivlt has ever since bc-i-n the bibk tor 


viicbctrne operations. The KnoMwood maneuvers of 
die Division in December of th-is were planned 
according to ihi« u'rcuiar. The maneuver W'as to 
provide answers to the fcdlowing questions Gould 
a large airhoine force, or divisiun ttavel over, 
a tiiree to four-hour instrument course aervass a- large 
bodv Qt" water ahd arrive* at precisely selected drop 
zones •* G-ould such a birce laod in glidefs and by 
parachute without CKtessive boding t-tsuaUies ? 
Could a division so landed ssage sustained combat? 
Could a division so landed be supplied by air uod 
air landings alone,-' 

On d December^ the Division moved to it,« depai- 
tvire (iirfidds at vations .spots all over North and 
South Carolma, Pope t'idd at fort Ftagg, Mackall 
Iheid, tfm airbase at IdorerKe, South Orolina,, Liim- 
bdtop Air Field and the taurinburg--Maxtpn Army 
Air lia.se piat'ed hosl-s to the varutus elenicnts .of the 
Division and their air trarisportutiim. The knowledge 
that W't' wete testifying for i.ir against our ossn 
future added a tdisiofi to our actions above and 
beyond the nonnal pre-drop tensfon nf an airborne 
soldier. 

Take-oH wa:s prigihally scbednled for the night 
ot s Decernher. phdet P-atterson and Geri- 

erjl McNam flew from’ Washlngftin fo obscive the 
takcfif aiul landings, RecauSC of aJVer.se cveatlH-r 
I'ondidtoris, the target date had na be posipunEd 
iwenty font hours, and the LkidcT Secretary and 
General McN.in ueie forced to letuin to Vi' ashing 
ton. The niijvrruiice of the inaneuAfr to. the Army 
can be fudged sdieu it i.? known that the.se busv 
officials again inade tht time consuming dsght to 
North Carnliiui on die hth tu oicserce the rnaoeuver 

Tlif landingv were, for the- most part, pcrfc-ctly 
executed The dro]' cvsiit.s were soon ct>vtitd Witt? 
giuiirided cluites, em['tic-'J glidevs* and opened eejmp- 
meiit bundles A few pafatmupeis and a couple of 


trajis^i;ng. 


11 


glided til*', and du. pas- 

swjger$ hiked ]0in ihe maneuvering frcjops-. The 
Gbief of Su'itf. Golunel FarfeH, and glider landed 
oil a fMdJ on the j'Cjrt firiigg Artillery Range, The 
units ussefnblcd rapidly and mev'ed out tovvard pre- 
viously selected objectives, Ef) more tliey passed 
many distinguished observers, in addtfEon U> lindcr 
Secretin Fatlerson and (General McNair. General 
Ridgwav of rhf {amoiis R2d .\irhotne wsc present in 
the darfcncss, and iti entire team of high'rivDking uu 
SpeCMr.v f.mm the War Depattment, Array firmmd 
Forres, and Army Air FoRes waKhed our every 
move. Soon the jeeps, each with Wo or more trailers 
-Strung behind tliem. joined the {lararruopers from 
the more distant glider clrof> ionts, Howiti'ers were 
rowed by quarter fotis instead of by gun crews*. The 
6rsr objective, KnoUw-rK>d Airport, was taken by 
dawn*- 

On the foliowmg day, a nem-ending puKesstcm 
of aia'F.iJtt, loaded with all ctas,ces of supply, com- 
menced Undmg the aifpisft iiftd an airhead s\ as 
established. For the nexf five days, bitter simulated 
warfare was waged over, the sand hills of North 
Carolina and on the sixth night, in a cold driving 
rain, tlie Division loaded into 21/^-ton trucks and 
moved back to tjie barracks at Camp Mackall, 

The inspectors were favorably impressed, but 
more than that, the)- were convinced nf the r-SScacj 


of the airborne division In rejsly ro the Division 
CommsoderT report of the operatwro dated the shc- 
teenth of December 104^, Genenil McN.Hir wrote;, 

■f congratulate you oo the splendid pcrformiinte of your 
division ut the Knollwood maneuver- After the airborfiK 
Operations in Africa lUid Sitdy, my stafl and f had.beeOiTie; 
cohvrrjced of the impractibility of handling l.vrgc airbcirfie 
units., f was prepared r0‘ ret oimneivd to the War Dc-f^rt- 
rnent’ that airborne divisions lx; abandoned m our fi-henie 
of organization ,irid that the .iithonse effort be rcstrieted 
to parathute units of bafeijion su;e or siiullet The sacress- 
ful pc-fformance of yemr diVisiop has ecvnviticv’d me tliat 
wc were wrong, aiiti I shall now K-com£Vietid that we tori- 
iuiuc our preseuL schedule of actnaung. training, and 
tomnutt'Ciy .nrbrirnc- divisions 

Upon oiir fcturn fo Camp Mackall, wc were 
Ordered tb pack out equipment for a pctinaiient 
move At. first we thought 've wete going oversets, 
but soon the word got -around (hat we were moving 
to n new station— -Camp Polk. Cijiiisiana. 

The last few days .at-Carnp Mackall were probably 
the best, ft was the Chnstmaj. season, and there 
were parties thtoughoiit the IDivisIon; The dwpels 
had bejutiful senMt-es and the rations grew abundant 
And tasty. Scotrie''S., outside the post, seemed designed 
for a New Year's celebration and,‘Mdeed; 
one of isiagnificent projxictiotis. With a &e taste; 
1(1 Our mouths, lye quit Camp Mackafl and beaded 
for new Frontiers fartber 
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Chapter 5/ The Lighter Side 


M emories of Gimp Mackall are not all 
grim. Although recreational facilities were 
meager during our first few days in the 
new camp, the buildings which were to become our 
theaters and recreation halls rose rapidly from the 
sand, and on 12 March, the first of the APRs (All- 
Purpose Recreation Buildings) was opened in the 
511th area with an enlisted men’s dance. On 13 
March, Theater No. 1 opened with an amateur 
soldier show, and a repeat of the same show was 
presented on the night of the 14th. Outdoor recrea- 
tion was initially confined to pick-up ball games in 
various open spaces, but soon athletic fields, boxing 
rings, outdoor gyms, and a Hollywood Bowl were 
completed and big-time contests were well under 
way. 

Movies furnished the most consistently popular 
off-duty recreation, and on 16 March, the first movie 
was shown to the Division in Theater No. 1 in the 
511th area. The title of this first movie is not re- 
corded, but it was definitely a sell-out. In order to 
get a seat in the theater, it was necessary to stand 
in line at the ticket booth. In order to get a place 
at the head of the movie line, it was necessary to 
rush the chow line and be among the first served 
at supper. In order to get an advantageous position 
in the chow line, it was necessary to get at the head 
of the line to turn rifles in at the supply room, and 
thus the vicious, competitive circle worked, feme- 
times the frustrated applicants at the end of the 
lone line began to push, and then the MPs descended. 
On one occasion. Lieutenant Canary, the Officer of 
the Day, straightened the line out with the business 
end of a fire hose. Within a few weeks, an addi- 
tional theater. No. 3, was opened in the 17th Divi- 
sion sector. Thereafter, the lines were not so long, 
and a choice of three different movies was offered 
on the post. 

High in popularity were the regular Friday night 
dances held at one or the other of the two APRs. 
The dance orchestras of the two bands alternated 
weekly, and in no time each orchestra had its strong 
and vociferous supporters. Mr. Berglund’s 511th 
swingsters were popular for their showmanlike 
tempo and the brisk use of brasses, whereas the 
smoothies in the Division preferred the smooth, 
slower rhythms of Mr. Brittain’s artillery orchestra. 
The dance nights were festive occasions. Because 
each dancehall would only hold so many people, 
and because the number of young ladies which could 


be gathered up around the countryside and trans- 
ported to the post was limited, units were given 
quotas for attendance and the first problem was to 
obtain one of the coveted invitations. Company com- 
manders and first sergeants quickly recognized the 
disciplinary value in the demand for the tickets. On 
the Friday evening of the dance, the lucky winners 
donned freshly cleaned ODs or crisply starched 
khakis and dashed over to the APR to be right up 
front when the feminine guests began to arrive. 

God bless those feuthern belles who came to 
dance with us in the APRs of Mackall! They were 
gathered together in the many small towns surround- 
ing the post by Major Albarano and his Special 
Service Dance Partner sub-section. Contact had been 
made with the women’s clubs, church organizations, 
tea parties and knitting groups of the surrounding 
countryside and they assembled the girls and pro- 
vided chaperones. On dance night, someone in the 
front row would suddenly call: "Here comes the 
glamour train,’’ and up would pull a convoy of 21 / 2 - 
ton trucks, loaded to the safety straps with beauti- 
fully-gowned young ladies from feuthern Pines, 
Pinehurst, Ro^ingham, Hamlet, Greensboro, and 
other communities. The dances were never slow in 
starting, for each young lady was snatched from the 
back of her truck by an eager beaver before the 
vehicle stopped. Once on the floor, she could count 
on going the distance until 11:00 p.m., unless some 
smoother-than-usual snake could get her away to 
enjoy a coke during the brief intermission. Cutting 
was fast and furious, and fortunate indeed was the 
soldier who could get in more than a turn around 
the floor before he was interrupted by a tap on the 
shoulder. Dances were therapeutically valuable, too, 
and many a soldier who had returned from the field 
completely exhausted a few hours earlier, appeared 
on the floor twirling madly in the wildest species 
of rug-cutting. The dances ended promptly at 11:00, 
and there would be the giggling confusion as the 
girls loaded up on the trucks for the trip home, and 
we walked whistling to our barracks. 

During the month of April, two beer gardens were 
opened adjoining the APRs and they immediately 
became popular. It was pleasant to wrap around a 
cold beer or coke after a hot day of duty, and the 
bands played in the beer gardens on a regular sched- 
ule. When the bands weren’t scheduled, nonprofes- 
sional musicians in uniform would bring guitars, 
accordions, and fiddles, and many a fine chorus 
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boomed through ihc pwe trfta*- Sometimes, pattko- 
larly on biOt days, bew Oonsumpfiok exceed 

die anticipated demand. Rurriors would fly acocmd 
that the beet supply was plentiful .at the other beer 
garden, and there would be a mad dash to get ,ovet' 
thwe, only to find that the drought wa.s general, 
.These mass sharpened tlie sense of vestM 

daletesti &nd the Objective beer garden patrons w-ete 
quick to organfee a dose-io defense— rvhether or 
iiOt they had. beet to defend. No dccisturt was ever 
reached, and indeed, hone was ever expected, 
'CpmpethiQh appeal fet -airhotoe soi* 

diem, as it ddH. for any group of men selected 'by 
physicah standards, Camp Mackall this 

iippsai began to be expressed in superior athletic 
contests. On- 17 M,ay, ilte Division baseball: league 
opened with a game between the Division Artilleiy 
attd the 511th Infantry, T bt league was not a sand- 
t(k kaguc’-fot from it. League games were played 
at mght so that the many spectators would not miss 
ttaming, during the day. 'f'heball park w-as located 
At the ea-sletn end of the Division area, just bdiind 
the chapel and was complete with a grandstand, 
hkachers, and the finest set of night lights money 
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could buy. One of the bands turned out for each 
game, and the camiVvt'l .atmosphere of big-league 
ball was enhanced by peanut and Cura-Cdla vendors 
vvlio b.awked their wares at wthet end of the stands 
After a dose rave, the l&Sth won the pennant, and 
m'dividual i4nd ft-am tcopihies were presented at a 
spetia! awards , review. 

Our biggest crow J-pleasi.ng sport was, and still is', 
boxing. H03ter.s and spectators pbuffid their hearts 
and :si)u!s into the contests and lestimonia) f> Our 
proficiency is our record of never hivmg last a corn- 
perltiye boxing njatch worh any uo.ic oytsr Je the Divi- 
sfon, The first card in the Division boxing tournii- 
mefit w'as presavted on the evening of l1 May, in 
a natural amphitheater m the firebreak between the 
artillery aad.: the engineer areas. As lu all Divtsiori 
affairs, the hand syaa pr^etit to play between bouts., 
and to chide softly with. vvaltsting Strairi when it 
was felt that the two coritest-ams were unduly cau 
tiou's^and so)icihlus; The first' bard or twp quickly 
showed up the fightets wlio were civer , or under- 
rated, .and tbetfcla^ were ebaaged. .Suc- 

ceeding .matches were dose and hard fought, .trvd 
becalpe increasingly pvapulat from week to week 
llie oatnes :of the; live long in oar 

memories: De $opa with liis stthf injured innocence, 
when a smart referee caught his -tdevejy hiddeo 
tr}*.k,v; Joe Matisj,. ■who sallied forth to tm:jge ,ahd[ 
KO only fjie most famous opfuffiems; A1 BOStak.; 
O'Neil, and Matinci. to name just a few. 

As the heaf of summer came on,i RaMgft Rostl Lake 
became the g,ithenng point for more and more 
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sports- held proper se^sQa-^,- 

the approach Of jPail, a, towcb^ootball league 
w'as organized and the games were pdaycd oo the 
Drrtsiaa WsebaU field. Tjie last pass, had birrdJy 
been thcosvn when Hie w-alis' of the APRs resomideJ 
hollovi'ly to the boiinte of basketballs and the baiks^t- 
b«ll league was on. This league lasted untirthe fcm} 
of tire year and svas temntuttd by the move of th<r 
Dn-joion to t^App, PoUc. 

During the month- of August, vve received our 
firsr llfiO Cutnp Shoiy. }i sva.s presented in rhc am- 
pintheattr at the eastern end of catnp. on the divid- 
ing line bctwegn -oab own and the 17th Divistpo 
areas petty Huttoil - came to the camji as the 'Stay 
at (ins at the<a: -shcWiisv and though t»liii' found-, thg- 
nth out in rl’ic field t>n 'nautuvcjSi she Was on - 
dayrUed, and vistted all units sti thdr bivouacs- 
Highly entertiicuog, beauttful, and volatile, she was 
a great favonte„ and some lucky nten still chetish a 
ffaSit picture -of themselves ami ibc blonde Betty m- 
gethett Nevsoft ligdits or -iweer mussc wttc necessary 
to. add to this young lady's popularity uMth tHe 
Angels, Simje of our men expressed a deSire tr>. prO- 
duce a shosv of thcii (mne rnstt’iid of r?ni)' svatcliing 
them. Reidiirgs were held, and i cast selected tp 
pre-Sent an all- soldier iegdijmate drama. Getrrge 
Abbott's successful Broadway comedy, "Rourn SerV- ■ 
feei’'' v,-as chosen. After Approximately four weeks 
■of rehearsal iruitf-duty hours, and with the asisistatich 
of two young ladies from Roekingbam who played 
the- two feminine roles, ''Rdom Sers'ice" was played 
for A full w'eek in the Artillery APR to capacity 
audiences. 

Although retfearttm ssas pJentifiil -cm the {xist. 
many of us at- times svanted tp.gef awayr/inm it all 
and head for thwn l'.)urfiig the firA week or two, 
while we were,stiji ran- recruihvj.puf pa.sses were 
limited, and we looked w-nh ctivy upon thecadremcfi 
who received afrer-duty passes, and partiCUlarlv upon 
thewe rhen who were married and wei-c permitted tti 
.spend many nights at horuc boon, hns'cver,, pass 
prir.ilcge.s -were granrtd m all and espetiaUf 6n 
weekends. \vc besieged rhe ordciiy u'mn? t‘*'‘' yppiy 
tur Hit ptecioiis paper slips. The rush for town 'Wa5 
greatest r>n ^Saturday afternoon righi after inspection. 
Once 'iut ot the orderly room svjth pas.s safely in pot- 
kef, the next probi ell! was how to gci to tCrwii. if Ve 
were very' lucky, .some- kiiul ht-.irterl nroiorist ssould 
load us ill his'ca'i, hen mostly we jsinmed up ar the 
bus stops, forming m line agam, wanmg more or less 
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This artificial lake had been drained,^ . the bottom 
cicaned, and drving bosrdsr floats, and luhcr nec- 
essary .KCessofics had been provided^ On SatuoTiy 
afternoons and uH day Simtlny, trains of trucks' r.m 
on a regular StliedUle toi the lake and back agam 
Units tiK'ik turns sehdhig a .field mess ogr to the lake, 
and.lrigats were served there pictut style, IntiMiiidl 
.SW'imfning conipeution started early, and was rahiVi- 
natyd iff up open meet iiehl on the routdi of lutv ni 
which 'all units' of the idivisinn enteied 
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CAMP POLK 


fhiit seveituft^ we cnnfidaxtiy expected iB;&ee it 
yigaiq, but we -saw it only bnefly ynce ot twice>, and 
theft it came out m a saeertag> 
shins fitfully un us as vye; stood tattV’SQakei 
in^^, and triud<akc-d. Nianswetsivas a series off Oft t' 
Ihxg -iexerds'eSd;th^;-'eO€i»y was-a ,gitoap:Cff;fl 2 g^) and’ 
cscK exfcfcjse lasted aBouf tjtifie days<. Each thiee day 
period ss'ss styled ‘'tacttCal'' wihi<;h*,traTisla{ed. jneant 
t flat we could haveiic hies, could use no Jigiits, ajul 
had to dtg all of our instlillations into the ground. 
Breaks between, exctc'tses lssted about rw-eivty'-f.oftf 
hours, ;uid tliey were styled "ndn ■tactical," DuriHg 
tixese breaks xve caught up on; sleeping, eatiugi and 
wacmtb. The exercises took us. rapidly through (he 
various stages ot a crihpyign; touring Hie- fifst, we 
fnaderitrt approach;m;irdK hr the sec'owd phasp, Ave. 
attocked, and in the thirdlwe defended. Oft ring the 
toutth and final piiaiei the, rfttWesS flagsc 
thrdugh.oftf jutes and; we.-were: fccc.ed to' wtthdiaw 
through the .swampy GalcasieU rhud fields doVing-^^ 
'ftghk: :-'v; 

The salient feature of the , maneuvers wris the rain. 
The 127th Engineer BattaUon ispeni fhc e'Rtire tjme 
building cotduroy ' roads over two feet- tof sticky 
day, or hauling tyiud-bOtifid Mbid'es to spme'soit.of 
dry gtound--u5Uany an isiahd irr the vast sea of 
Louisiana gumbo. The aftillcrynien :wet^ 
times .to take apart their pack howifrers, hub' deep 
in mud, displace piece by piece into a: neW' positk% 


Iby jSSfi mpUfti f«ac/y for 


and rcassenihieifhem on planks to prevent their siuk- 
iiig mtcf the ylsto^ eartlh l‘he dmighbciys,, 

as usuai, liyedrwith, the soil'— -cold, W'ct, and mudtfy. 

After two w'if^'kSv which seenied iik^^^^^^ months, 
■W'e emerged from tfie;Ga:!.CaSifij: Ssvritopl touddy and 
tifed, and by 20'FebTuary; vye were-sehled once again 
in Tamp Polk ‘ interrsifr tog fiftr preparatioTift for 
toovment -overseas,^^^ W took additional tests Divi- 
sion Artillery hfi?k and passed, the Army Ground 
%ifces Aftiliery tests -e- ekatoiftahons covering all 
/pasriblefiondittoas under :wliiich;ijivisic>rt artili.ery, by 
hatiety»;baha&ru.oi^, tr.igcthet, might 

be rg^ftifedffj Ai'ftbfk Tlik engaged ui squad, 

piafQCto, : baitaliorip arid regimecital prob- 

lems invoivihg; the attsek of 'n fortified peisition, 
marches to th^ attack; ■■vitlKjiawyjs; and tY>nstruction 
of defensive positions. 

• While tactical rests were being conducted, .G-4 
waib to’iakmg y«lw'down iii.spections. Each unit wa.s 
checked fctosers.';{ceability of equipment and correct - 
ness of supply as: compared with the unit tables of 
equipment. Short hut .sweet combat intelligenun tesls 
svere ainducted. Finally the War De{5artmenr m' 
.spectot dek-ended upcin us and gave us a lutnnwing 
period Johnny s ' shots and dental fillings wert- 
checkedv and . woe bcttc'e the cc-rhpany' Tcirtimander 
■who neglected -ttkirdbal a semce record erasure. We 
stoird in awe and -n? apf'CeheosKto of Colonel 
Barrett and his staff of iGs, tor we kne’'V that, no 
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A . gun lS2d found litife Viis far in combdf 
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NoW„ )Ws -is the woj? >oo, do- If 

enough Japs amuiVtl tQ 4 tpp US il we covUd only get 4;ppl. the Division pad closed at Gamp Stoneman. 
through with tests and impections, and get on our Californu, riiere to completr its final preparation hvr 
way. overseas movement 

We bad been alerted to tnove out of Folh on 1'5 Canip Stoneman, situated .ui the ifiore beautiful 
March blit sve were delayed over, a month. By 1'5 part of C.iJilornfitJ w'as flanked by scenic h»ils and 
,Apt|l W'€ wtrre testricted to the post, Patches were lay to a ferule green valley, ?t was designed speeifi- 
ctamved front all untfomts. jump bor»ts were packed cally for the purjrose for which we wftre to use it, 
awap; we were inoculated for all and sufijn- diseases, Jt received a unit, supplied it w'ith odd items of 
avid: an iptensifiEcl rca'reation ptogram 'Was inaugu- ecjufpincnt that it had been unable to obtain to atm' 
rated to keep us from mt.ssing the little world out- plete its T/ll: it gave the feal inocirlatiunv to the 
Side of Ciunp Polk. We were under wraps Ceusi^r- west-bound outfit; it fed tiie unh better than it Had 
ship lectures and pt'sters drummed into our heads ever been fed before; it entertained us with njarjy 
the absolute need for not divulging or discussing and various movies* .stage ..shows and concerts; if did; 
any fact.s, no mattei how cifnalf, that we might have all of tfsese things evpcdntousty in an Orderly, rau- 
known- we w'eitrt't told 'ivhe'i■c^ how. or wheo we tttic manner. In short, tr rattened us lot tliekill: 
were gouig but the clamps- put 00 us .served to notify Bach of our units spent an avciage of about six 
us that We were goflig. The POH was not far away d.iys at Stouenian getfiJlg processed. Wc had a day 
now. We were no longer the nth Airborne— -we to learn about what fp do- on -.t slop, W-here the life 
svere merely a number-— Physical' inspectrons raft* were, how they etperated. svhat waS m the life- 
for each ot »s svefe over, the mspectur had gone over ''•dt kit anti how to use it. We practiced chmbing up 
our record^ with.a fthe-fbotb^^ combi urid brd- .. 
ntftfe had made oertam 

ffieot out; T./P: said we should -and that it was 
.branchc.s had examined us and out abflifies miM 
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an J, down a rope net; ^ve learned flaw to jump into sion seemed kv he the aJtofort of %viiete we 

the wawr iVitm a ‘mking ship; 4(id we foufui out were goin|j,':hcjwJonp It would take to get there and 
fimv to \vear, adjust and operate *ud«vidyal lifebelts', how miK-hiaither we had fo e3fr>‘ uur Jutfel bags 
^Therc could be no doubt in anwiie's ;mind,--jaQ\v, but and full^ held equiftinent, 

that w'e were going* to snake a long watec-trjp over if anyone bad expected a luxur) trui.se, or even 
the Pacific Ocean~-tleStinatJ 0 a uokuuwn, .fi"' that matter a coroforuble one, he wits .due fox 

Censorship of letters, was started at Stop.eniar), a jolr We weiir ovei’s.eas m the clays when, a lot of 
After the mitiiil reluasnee to write letters w'bich we other men were gomg-, overseas and wc'4ver,e 
knew' would be read by someone in vjur awn unit, crowded Once atoatd ship; we were ditected : ■ 

we settled dosvt) arid wrote what sve wanted, within ,our holds, told to take a burikv get on it,' and, await 
secunt)’ limitations, of coutsc, searungly foigetting further orders before we moved from it, Each Of the 
that they sviuild he open-ed before reaching their final ships tarried at least, three batmlions :&(> it -.was nee? : 
destimition ' essarily a lengthy '‘j.vocess.to: get all men. aboard dtirJ : 

On 2 May the first units left Pufsburg, Califoinia, to theb pro^t areas. We weren't too 
for the trip to San Praneneo, our, POE. The ttrp was our aicrijmmodaticios'. The hold,S:;;had/,^ .reiitiiHl 
made down the Suisiin Bay chtough Girqmncx Srralt, ' i<ci carry troops and a seemingly endless titfnibeu o£ 
through San Pabln and Sab fratWisco b*avs, under the bunks had been -janwied into each scitton The bunks 
Oakland Bridge. ped up at tht Oakland Mole, w'crc merej* caiiva? strips 'tfetched bet-ween ppe ^ 

near the ships -on wdneh wr were to sail, and de tr.unei» .ind dr.rwn tightly bv an iotetlaxed rope 
baifkfcd. W'e went through a large, shed, had dough- around the edges. The outlook for our voyage.af at 
nuts and cotFee dispensed by snirhug Ked Cross- ' least tw'snty- seven days was nor bright. Back tinder 
girls, and moved -almost immediately to the dock the Oakland flay Bridge we went, through San Fran- 
near oar ship. Ther*( alter a very short delay, we ctsca Say, and then under the maje.s{lc Galden Oate 
started ujp the ramp If anyone had gangplank fever Bridge 'auc nud the Pacific We were hnally on 
it wa-tn’t obvious 1 he only 'questions under discus- mu' way. 
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Chapter New Guinea 


ACCEPl'fNCj philosophicalty the discomforts of 
troopship life, 'sve settled down to enjoy ouT' 
JL^L selves as best we eouldi Two days out the 
weather m wed hot. We went into khakis arid 
tigues and put away our woolens, and the oesft time 
we dragged diem out was m Japafo mare thari eight- 
een mondts later. The food Was rio^ and 

we began, to leafo about Spam^ debydrated, 
and w'ienets. The darigers of lights alx>ve deck after 
sunset were readily apparerst to our now; 
conscious brains. All portholes had to be obvered and 
double blackout curtains were tightly placed, oyer al^ 
hatches to prevent light ifiOm seeping out. These 
simple measures upped the hold tempefsture to 
about nfoety degrees rind in the et’^enings we had a 
choice of two things; We cdul^ go on deck where 
it was relatively cool arid get m a bull session or we 
could stay feelow'. Aboi'e deck there was nothing but 
talking to be done, feyt below, in the holds, tlie heat 
was unbearable. l.ymg afourid in shorts a; man 
sweated freely and thdagh png could read by dirri 
lights, write a letter fo be isailed at some future 
unknown date, or pipy bards, rmly htfal sleep was 
possible. 

During the day there were lifeboat dri Each 
rnan had a definite spot to report to during the alert 
and a sfiecified raft or biaat to get near. 'SS’e .had calis- 
thcriics in the niornings and afternoons to keep us in 
some kind of physicalshape. Sorrie men washed their 
fatigues by tying them to a rope apd thfowlag them 
over the side, but after a few'^ times; of dragging in 
a rope With m oily rag on the end of it or rip clothes 
at all, or forgetririg to tie the rope fo the boat, this 
cime-saving, labor-free method was abanttened. The 
entertamers of eadi unit came to the fore, and skits, 
songfests, .arid accordion solos helped pass the time. 
Boxing bouts broke up some of .the monotony of the 
lengthy 'trip, and the laay could fust plain sun-bathe 
and play cards on deck. V ^ 

The foremost topic of conversation natoraliy was 
our destination. IS^ord soon got around that we w'ere 
headed for Hfw Guinea and we were somewhat dis* 
appointed. We had rather hoped for a lode at Aus- 
tralia, or maybe China or .India or ;Burraa, hut not 
the land of the Fuzzy- Wuaaies, Anyway, and besides, 
they were still fighting there, so we revised our think- 
ing and resigned ourselves to our fate. iNlolfody had 
a map of New Guinea, so, soon, self-appjinted geo- 
graphical authorities began to hold forth on deck. 

Crossing the Equator called for our initiation into 


the Royal Order of King Neptune, an honor society 
reserved specifically for those men who cross the 
imaginary circle dividing the Torrid Zone into two 
areas— one .scorchirigly hot and the other just as 
sweltering.: Since time was not available .to initiate 
each man, only' a few unfortunates were chosen to 
undergo the routine. By almost unanimous approvai 
the dubious honor ftSoaliy fell to company or battery 
comraandexs arid first sergeants. The foip's crew 
directed the proceedings v/ith an efficiency which 
clearly indicated that they had conducted such trick- 
^ ery and fomfoolery on past occasioris, King Kephuie, 
before whom all cases w'ere tried, was properly ar- 
rayed in gold crown and regal robes. .Tire Baby 
Prmce, usually the fattest -fflaa abpapd, /honored his 
royal subjfol^ by alfowirig them to kiss his protrud- 
ing belly. The Royal Sarberi equipped with an out- 
sized pair of shears, did his {fade justice. Mis.vktims 
left his presence shorn of the Ittfie bair that was left 
them after their weekly bouts with the llth Airborne 
shavers. Blindfolded hovitigtes had eg^ broken over 
their beads, tattoos painted qn their chests, mi5dut«5 
of catsup and mustard doused mdtscrimmMely abo 
their persons, and the bases of their spines paddled 
vigorously: When all other tortures had rug their 
course the caadidate vs'as thrown into a canva.s pool. 
Lookouts, dressed pirate fashion, were posted about 
the ship to keep a sharp eye trained on the horizon 
lest any wayward denizens of the deep interrupt the 
ceremonies. A fter the initiation We were all pro- 
moted frCtfri the lowly rank of Poliywog to the 
Exalted .tfomam of Neptoflus Rex. Theteafter by 
command of the Ruler Of the Raging Main, we were 
known as Sirs Shellback,. 
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descend on us like a cloud of hot steam — sweltering 
and humid. Prespiration broke out and soaked us to 
the skin. So this was it — this was the land of jun- 
gles and mountains, Fuzzy-Wuzzies and thatched 
houses, kunai grass and mosquito breeding swamps. 
We sat down wearily on our packs and took stock 
of the situation. We could see the airfield and its 
various adjacent taxiways along which we were to 
live. We could see the hills in the distance and the 
tough, tall kunai grass bordering the roads and the 
airfield. 

We formed into company units and marched to 
our areas which had already been laid out by a detail 
which had preceded us. Again we took off our equip- 
ment and this time we went to work. The first thing 
that had to be done was to put up some form of 
shelter. Pyramidal tents, items of which we had seen 
little in the past but with which we were to become 
unpleasantly familiar as the months wore on, became 
our homes. 

That first day in New Guinea was hectic. Kitchens 
had not been unloaded and meals were prepared in 
Australian chuck wagons and served over the sides. 
A clearing in the kunai grass served as a messhall. 
At that first meal we were introduced to a type of 
ration which was to sustain us for the length of our 
New Guinea stay. Fresh foods were things of the 
already dim past. The only utensils a cook needed 
to serve meals were a can opener and a knife for 
hacking open boxes of dehydrated potatoes. 

For the first month we did nothing but build up 
our areas. Each pyramidal tent had a specially de- 
signed frame which greatly increased its size and 
comfort. Battalion messhalls were built from ma- 
terials picked up all over the island — usually from 
abandoned Australian camps where corrugated tin 
sheets seemed to abound. We didn’t want for poles 
because the jungles, a few hundred yards from the 
clearings in which we were erecting our tents, had 
all sizes and shapes. The messhalls had kitchens 
complete with running water, screened-in bakeries, 
concrete-based stoves and any number of odd labor- 
saving gadgets devised by ingenious inventors. 
Showers, while workable, were straight from the 
drawing board of Rube Goldberg. A field full of 
abandoned P-38 belly tanks provided all the water 
tanks necessary for the entire Division. Some were 
merely raised on poles and a valve, soldered or 
welded over a hole in the bottom of the tank and 
operated by a wire, provided cascading water. Other 


showers for units of company or battery size were 
masterpieces of hard work, ingenious design and 
long hours of conniving procurement. The Division 
shower, erected by the engineers near the Division 
Bowl, was a finished job and could take care of 
hundreds of men at a time. 

After the company and battery streets were laid 
out and cleared, tents erected and framed, and mess- 
halls built, the units turned to building dayrooms. 
Some were elaborate, having floors, bamboo decora- 
tions, wicker furniture, barber shops, bars, and 
radios. We were beginning to regard anything add- 
ing a little comfort to our areas as a luxury and the 
popularity of the dayrooms followed naturally. 

While we had been on our way overseas. General 
Swing had reported to General MacArthur at GHQ 
in Brisbane, Australia. As soon as each unit arrived 
in New Guinea, General Swing called it together 
and talked to it about his conference with the Su- 
preme Commander. General Swing told us that we 
would take some more training here in New Guinea 
but that there was no question about our going into 
combat. We were slated for a large operation in the 
near future. 

Training was started as soon as the Division was 
fairly well established in its new area. The Jump 
School, started at Camp Polk, was reopened. Men 
who had not finished at Polk were the first eligible 
for the New Guinea School. Then came volunteers 
from all units throughout the Division. We were 
carrying on our policy of training as many para- 
troopers as possible so that if we were called upon 
to make an airborne operation with few or no gliders 
we could put a maximum number of troops into 
combat. At one time the percentage of the Division 
qualified as paratroopers was very high — seventy-five 
per cent of the enlisted men and eighty-two per cent 
of the officers were jumpers. 

Other training schools were established by the 
Division. In addition to those, there were training 
centers already in operation by Sixth Army at various 
places on New Guinea. 

During August and September of 1944 a glider 
school was operated in conjunction with the 54th 
Troop-Carrier Wing at Nadzab, New Guinea. Se- 
lected parachutists and replacements received since 
the Division had had glider training were qualified. 
The purpose in making gliderists out of parachutists 
was in keeping with the Division policy of being 
ready to use whatever kind of air transportation 
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A most famp cri Dt^dcii^o 

became available. We also contemplated carrying a selectrvi group of intelligence oflScers and enlisted 
parachute-unit c<^uipment in gliders and jumping the men, and never sa# them 4 ^^^^ Anothet school -^ 13 .? 
men. Hence the need for giider-trairied parattooperjc a |ohg{e training course cc?)dacted by ANGAI^: |tW 
From July to September of it)44 combined , ttade n;«nc for the Australian governmental, orgahii 
airborne troop-Cartief training was conducted, at gatiOn governing near Higatura: We 

Dobodura with - a different troop-carsiec^stlh4d^■ there a number of oftrcets and enlisted men who 
participating each wecfc. This traimog pragfan'i ivas ' Came back fujl of the lore Of the jungle. :;'n)ey knew 
established to provide some tettoction; in troop t4erythiog from how to eat hearty meals , hi' Jungle 
carrying and dropping to squadrons v/Ikwc main mis- VegetatMto to how to move swiftly 
sion to date had been one of cargo hatding. A stand- through the dense vegefatiort. ih the manrier of Jun 
ing operating procedure foe anbc•rne-^I^>op-carrie^ gle ,jfim and Kal^ The jungle-wise meit 'lherv coirT- 
operarioto was des-eloped aiiff idhpfed and r? Still in ducted schools in their respectiveonits; 

; ^ The a rtdteiy' dsd s lot of shfiotihg in 

in Augostand § 0 {^embef w’c prai-ticed arnphibious Tlie Embj Lake Range and the Sw,tputa Range Astd 
operations at Orts Bay, The framing was rather, alwgys a few .shells bucstmg uhoveor m tberp;, The 
limited. It consisted of loadiog and unfoa>4ihg .men arttlJery practiced all its bag of tricks Irom shooting 
and equipment in moekups near our own camp at on the dnisiou aridlcry. . Their,tohe^ 

Ocdict and then gomg to Oto Bay where, the 4th missum was to put amllery fire.Wfhere.thed^sughbovs 
Engiueet Special Brigade provided us; with landing wanted ii, in as slroog a arnrcnftafiori 
craft to maie actual iandmgVi became an , inVari- .uid as rapidly as accuraq' wnijld petmi h 
able and fiendishly delightfoi mstom of higher head- One tratning period mcluJcd a fifihg problem, 
quarters to give the Mdi AirbomC amphibious train' w irh a battalion iVinibar team An intetry’ baffalibhL 
mg whef.ievef, pirssible. an artillery baitm% .and an engiueet' pjaiooh. furf, 

.Various schools were conducted b)' Sia'th Army, nislied the bulk of the Cf. The battlefield was an 
for units under its command. One, at Huniboldt Bay, , ahandbued airstr ip at Soputd. Each unit w ent fbtougli 
was tjie Alamo Scout School, an organizatton con- tHetest iindby .ijie.tirne.fhe l.^ 
veived by General Walter Krueger, to Which We sent of the area the ship w^^s s complete shambles of feai’- 
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less wees ;Mtd blwrted-up gr^ssv ’‘I'tre and movement" 
was -a phrase we were begtiining to like* 

The long, hot months in Kew Gumea dtttgged on, 
Gener^ Swing had aaugujated a Da-hiori'Wjde rec' 
featioAat peilicy as s*jc«i as we at rtved. lTe tirst thing 
he built was an outdix>r howl which seated almost, 
the wiice. iDIvision. The 5iuge, while made froin 
saint supplies ot materials c»i hand, was well con- 
stmctecl, lighted, and wired fot rsound. -TTie bmvl 
was the stene o£ our most enjoyable off duty hours, 
Probibl’^ the best siiows w>ere those made up from 
talent wddvirt the Dlvism itself. The infantry and 
artillery bahds played to foH tjouaes ort every' oc'iiar 
sian when they picked Up thett ixistfumeuts atid 
blasted forth with' the sweetest music and the hottest 
jive in all N'esv Gwuea, 1‘he yatiety shows which 
accqmpamed them --song^aivd-dance tourines, iDlack- 
face acts, comedy skits, and tnsirurrienta! solofsts— 
were grand. Our tvwti .Ukmt was worflt all the 
applause w,e gave it- We cpn,siile/ed.ouf bands Noth- 
ing shorr of professional. 

At least once a wkdfc were boxing bouts in 
the Divtsion Bowl, Madisriiv Square Garden boxing 


Two-r«n?off»*-i3po/t of fatzf Wo4^i>i. bui/f 

by hart<i whkout ttalh onti mngirwun moy*ef 
mo**srlojrft of »oftk ip 


spectstors were less avid thao we when witnessioii; 
bae of the; weekly cards. Everyone bad lus favortte; 
eye;tym£ .tried to help hiffJ by shouting encourage- 
ments at him or nditole at his opponent: We stood 
dp and .shadow-bo.xed help ou< thampion along. 

The bouts were cpnductcd according to National 
Intercollegiate.Rules ia the ring but' the ^iptsrtatpfs' 
did no! wait anttl the rhiind w^s; nv« before voicing 
approyal or disapproval of wdiat was gc>ing on. 

While in New' Gdinw. we had litSO 
of which were outstanding. The first was , the Jack 
Benny Sliow on | August iV'lp Five hours before 
the show was to start the Borvt w'as already haff- 
fiiled with an eager,, t iuidy -etttrtig aadtfsaee, shOw' 
time, the < r»>Wii had uve? l?c?we.j the seats and had 
climbed the Bordering trees. Ajrrned with field glasses 
and being elevatetl, the tree sitters probably liad; befi 
iec points of i<anta|;e than tbe;eafly comers oii the 
.seats ' below. The .show went; vvyell for , fully' five, 
minutes. Then came catastrophe^ AM the lights- fod 
the soiuid equipment went out. The engineers pulied 
out their bag of trkk.s; brought in more 

generators tmm other units; the band played on fiv 
touch ami memory; in the breaks between; numbers 
Lanay Ro,ss, appearing with the foow*. got a song- 
fesl started; Jack Benny addtbbed at the lop of Ins 
lufigs, got hOairsy. and rethed to await the repm of 
the lDudsf«akejr and lights. Finally^ with e.veryohe 


patience exfiiuisted, the system went back in shape 
and the show went ori, 1 t-W^ wdl] worth Hie time we 
had waited. Tack Benny made ;musk with his vmUn 


Cofo/« londif. in QUdiBneo patiidpofion odd aefipn Jrv Aer 

phpto of fho Jcf^k Aeflf>|t shorn 
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K ]^!Wsiciff rfriti'm fh N»w> (^utn»a on fhn motaf-phnkvd ttrip of SDobo 


ift 3 15^, 3iid- because oi that tie nb avi'nner was ever 
ciefirthdy detetiriineA The 531th, because their 
showvtng tn future gaiaes, deeihed theinselyes' victors 
but Divirty would have naoe bf that, Hoc wHi any- 
one, qualihed: in things football, veiiturc to -this day 
an even setnjoflkial opinion as to which teamP5lJtb 
Of DivarQ'i -Was'flid l>CEter. Prabahly sometiroe after 
the Occupation is ovet, and 'Lltk AifborndcsTgather 
found in tweeds and jufnp. boots at reanionS; the 
biittie will be caified bn:~ the fbotball 

champid.nship;in even .then the 

hSgltly iiiftafnihabte diiestioii will probably never be 
settled but -wiU remtttn in : dispuie Us long :is any 
forrhei - inpmhers-ft^ Airborne gef together 

andkover drinks, rckait past cvei^ 

Catititf the end ofAu^k aiid early SeptetnbC'^r and 
rumors pf evec-incteiisiag quantity and quality. Soon 
they ceased to be riiniors, utid we commenced pack- 
ing for Out inurth.maiOt move- as a divisii>nl The 
period before we left Neev Guinea was, of ecHirse, 


iflf toVighr Colons/ ft.' )> Quandt, G-t and latof Chiol ot Sfaff; «(i» 
|rjf« 9 Sfoff, kfifed oof- 

ifd* of MoniJa^ and Geu^raf $w/tig, of Tha ^Ang^ii 
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we frit certain, were the <iays of jungle ttainmg, fit- Jap planes or slitps showed up to hajass us — wit,h, 
ing problems, target pwctico, 'coriditsonfng matches, one exception,. One sub did venture within dctectmg 
and hated work, details on the docks dumps at range, we Vere ifnrnediately alerted and sent to our 
Oro Bay," The beer-we had been issued for such a ' ar.ergency positions, Byt a DE took oH after the Jap 
$lioTt time — only since I August— we weie willing to craft and the alert was called off. ' . 
da without ''even though, w’e’d had to pay & pound And so li went, Underneatii the surface of garety . 
eight shillings to get it away from theOm Bay dump aboard the ships we were tense, We had thought for . ■ 

corhmandos. We. were ready to leave the beat, the along time about this combat; we could look around 

bogs, the trammg,, the dust, the beach, and the us and know that within a very short time some of ' _ ' 

security of Dobodura to get into actiorK And from the faces we saw would be gone. This was a time t 

the look of things, the powers that be w’ere willing for thought and mental preparation far wliat lay ’ . 

to make the trade. And soon 12 October 1944, after ahead. Our physical needs, the knowledge of what 
five months of New Guinea, we sailed for Leyte, , to do and how to do rt, had bear taken- care of by 
Fortoiratety the trip was made- in N-jivy-mannetl long months of bard training. Now we had time tn •' ?; 

ships. It was fortunate because the food we had was ponder and we found ourselves ready foi combat. 

tlie best that we had eaten since we left Camp Stone- /We didn’t know then — no one knew — hOW soon we , , 
man. We traveled in nine APAs and AKAs and had, were to be committed,' but it came sooner than any 

nine destroyers to shepherd us along. As far as we of us had aiitkipatcd. The Angels were about to ■ 

were able to determine the trip was uneventful — ^no make fighting history, ■ 




Bffo «c*n» of on award^pr^sontafflon Aortmony offor rh« l«yf« Th« parotroopmrs $t§*r*d hard for that thin ftrip of tend. 


Chapter 6: Leyte: 6 to 11 December 1944 


* CCORDING to the periodic report for 18 No- 
vember 1944, we joined the King II Opera- 
tion, as the Battle for Leyte Island was 
called, by landing unopposed on Bito Beach. The 
report concerns itself with Japanese opposition only, 
and, except for the brief word "Rain,” does not 
mention the snarling, handicapping opposition of the 
weather. It was raining the day we landed, and con- 
tinued to rain almost every day thereafter during the 
campaign. 

Because of air raids and the general insecurity of 
Leyte Gulf we were directed to complete our unload- 
ing of the APAs (personnel transports) on the day 
of arrival, and unloading of the AIG\s (cargo ships) 
as soon as possible. This was a herculean task. The 
beach had previously been marked off into unit areas 
by a small advance detachment led by General Pier- 
son, Chief McGowan, the G-1, and Bill Crawford, 
G-4, which had flown from Oro Bay to Leyte by way 
of Biak. Bito Beach is a long narrow spit of sand, 
bounded on the north and south by swift, unford- 
able rivers, on the front by Leyte Gulf, and in the 
rear by a bottomless swamp. About a hundred-yard 
strip of sand fronted the bay, and in rear of the sand 
was a coconut grove about 150 yards deep. Once 
cast ashore by the naval landing craft, no vehicle 
could leave the beach because of the swamp and the 
two rivers. Soon the beach was piled high with ra- 
tions, ammunition, gas and oil, vehicles, clothing, 
and all the hundreds of odd items necessary to sus- 
tain a division. The frequent air-raid alarms — three 
ack-ack shells pumped rapidly into the air — ^warned 
us that though we were unopposed in our landing, 
we could not afford to leave our supplies in the open 
on the beach. Therefore, busy ant-like columns 
moved from the stockpiles on the shore edge to the 
coconut grove in rear to hide and stash the cargo. 
Sometimes we unloaded by throwing boxes and cans 
overboard and allowing them to float ashore to be 
picked up; more often we formed bucket brigades 
from landing craft beached well out in the bay and 
passed loads directly up to the beach. 

By 1800 of the evening of the landing day, all of 
the APAs had been unloaded, and they silently 
sailed away in the night. Unloading of the two 
AKAs continued steadily through the night, inter- 
rupted by an occasional air alert, and was completed 
on 23 November. During this period, the base camp 
and supply dumps were established. As usual, the 
mission of first importance was to get ourselves 


housed and fed. Pup tents were replaced by pyra- 
midals, and thatched messhalls replaced open-air 
chow lines. It became a matter of urgent necessity to 
find a way off Bito Beach now that the Navy had 
dumped us there. The 127th Engineers immediately 
commenced building a pile causeway across the 
swamp to our rear. It was a tremendous job, and 
many a pile sank out of sight with a sucking thud, 
to reappear no doubt halfway between Van Horn 
and Marfa, Texas. Work was commenced bridging 
the two rivers that bounded us on the north and 
south, and in the interim, an amphibious-tractor bat- 
talion sent Alligators to act as ferries across the two 
rivers. The bridge across the swamp was completed 
first, in time to move 2l/^-ton trucks out to what was 
known as US Highway 1 — two ruts in the mud — and 
load the 511th Infantry in them for our first combat 
mission. US 1 became such a morass that finally the 
beach, from Abuyog, just south of Bito Beach, to 
Dulag, well to the north, became the main supply, 
route for all traffic. 

On 22 November, four days after our arrival, we 
received Field Order No. 28 from XXIV Corps, and 
it had one momentous sentence in it: "The 11th Air- 
borne Division will relieve the 7th Infantry Division 
along the line Burauen-La Paz-Bugho and destroy 
all Japs in that sector.” It was short and to the point, 
but the subsequent successful accomplishment of that 
terse directive made the division famous. 

The XXIV Corps was commanded by General 
Hodge. The Leyte Campaign had been in progress 
since 20 October. (Map 2.) At the time the 11th 
Airborne entered the fighting, the 24th Infantry and 
1st Cavalry Divisions were attacking the Japanese 
from the northeast, pushing them around the north- 
ern coast of the island toward Ormoc on the western 
coast. The 96th Division and the 7th Division were 
in scattered contact with the Japanese in the foothills 
around Dagami and Burauen, inland from the origi- 
nal landing beaches. When relieved in the Burauen 
area by the 11th Airborne, the 7th Division was to 
swing to the south, cross the mountains by the 
Abuyog-Baybay road which was clear of Japs, and, 
after reaching the west coast, attack due north, com- 
pressing the Japs between their attack and that of the 
24th and 1st Cavalry Division attack. 

The Japanese were resisting furiously at this stage 
of the game. Yamashita had announced that the 
decisive battle of the Philippines would be fought on 
Leyte, and they were successfully landing reinforce- 
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LEYTE: 6 TO U DECEMBER 1944 


metjta at Qimoc, the key port on the west coast; Two 
alternatives were to Genital Krwe^et tp break 
the slow; a>stly, i'rontaV %htin^ situa- 
tion led; (l) he landirig on the 

west coast in the middle o£ the Japanese position; 
or (2) he could split the Japanese positti^ tw^o 
by crossing the rugged mountahis between Dagarni 
and Jaro-^a long, difScuit, nattoW, unmapped pass. 
As history notes, he did both* The 77th Infantry 
Division landed between Albdera and Ormoc and 
struck the Japanese in the rear. The it tfc Airborne 
moved across the pass^ destioyed the twO |apanese 
di\>Jsions in the mountainSj closed any escape route 
to the east, and hit the Japanese in their left-rear 
flank. Through mud and ram, over treacherous, rain 
swollen gorges, through thiek wet jungle growth, 
over slippery., narrow, root-tangled, steep, foot trails, 
the Angels pushed wfeSt tO clear the Leyte mountain 
itarige of its tenacious defenders. It was bitter,, ex- 
hau.sting, fugged fightmg“~physicaUv, the most ter- . 
tible we were ever to know. 

The 5llth Itsfantry was the htst regiment of the 
Division committed. At 0700, on 21 November 
1944, the 511th started its move to relieve the 7th 
Infantry Division, The regiment moved by guess, 
by God, and by to Dulag, where it was loaded 
onto hortowed, trucks atid smittled to Burauen. It 
assembled on the mud flats next to: the Daguitan 
River, occupying carabao wallows as the 7th Divi- 
sion evacuated them. By November, the last of 
the 7th pivision had been reheved, and feeler pidrols 
had been sent .to the west from Botauen td. , locate 
trails,, viila^s, and/or Japs. Oilpnei .Haugen's out- 


fit was alerted to move to the west through the pass. 
In addition to- the mission of destroying all Jap- 
anese M:tbe division sector, the Division «i<as,giyen 
the. mission of proteebog and securing all corps and ■ 
art msca its area of responsibility... 

Wilh. of one installation, this, was a: 

h'OfmalThi^ion, that could be accomplished 

wlthrdie tropps at hand. The 187th Infantry wa.s left 
on Bifo Beach, and its commander. Colonel Hilde- 
brand, ,W'as placed in command of all rear areas and 
.assigned the mission of secuting the vital corps in- 
stailatioris; The: problem of -sec^ the Air .Tptce 
Headfjua/tes'S: was nrst solved by separating, Hvo artil- 
lery battailop&, the d74d^ :$75th, Horn their guns 

and assigning them protective missions as infaiitiy 
Our iafantry' soO't), passed into; the mountains beyond 
the range of C5UJ 75s.. The mtmwy ijiuddy trails' 
prevented, the iiSe of acconi pknying a rtiller y . Later , 
wdien the .bulk of tmr farce's bad been committed in 
the mountains, and the effect our penetration wa;? 
having on the Japanese in, the OtmoC- Corridor be- 
came apparent, one IvattaUop of the 
Division w>3,« attached to us, along w%h one com- 
pany of medium tanks, to help secure the. Burauen 
Air Force Headquarters. 

Befote fd-Howing the 5Uth Infantry into the 
mountains, let us review the doings of the other 
units of the Division. Division H&ldquarfers had 
moved from Bito Bcach to San Pablo, a suburb of 
Burauen, and had occupied the former CP of the 
7th Division, The iSStlv Infantry was assigned the 
mission of securing, the southein sector, protectmg 
the south-flahk qf the 51 1 th Infantry as if advanced, 
and bf determiritng where the Japanese wete in the 
southern sector, and how' many of them there were: 




Slipputjf, r/jifi ii^kadt mud clog^td frcH pi< 


The reginrierit was 4tspo,sed with one bdtuhon at 
Bij^D tO 'patrof to the w.esf coast, and one battalion 
at .La t6:^p^ to -the .hofthwest and contact 
the 51 Uhlhfarttty. The bouridan> between retiments 
passed Pa tog, thtwifh svhK'h the id Battal- 

ion oi.the 5l lth t<? pass. atid,v.thefe it was to 
leave H Company. As stated berorc. the 1X7th was 
given the rear pfotectjve mtssions, l>ut was. mkio to 
lose first, the 2d Batbalion, and then, the 1st Battal- 
joni and finally give' up' the ghost and come mr up 
into the mountains. The lV2d A A- AT Battalion 
moved to San Pablo to provide defense 

for the CP, but this feebfe excuse was soon fotgonen 
and the^' began to svtite history as a group of the 
better Dbughhoy+SigM I Corps fighters on the island 
The. ertgineers were scattered at every mudhyle to 
the D;i'vd$idn Sector, sometimes, bridging them. Jtome- 
times scraping them, and sometimes, in the more 
hopeless hofes, just fplurnbf'rsg tot depth and sunk-tn 
trucks. The- bulk of the battalion WAs/at San PahTo 
repairing thtt Burauen road ai»d the San Pablo> Air- 
Strip, T.he Division Oands were rmilied as DCKAV 
drivers, and back itr Bito Beach lo'aded supplies and 
DfliiCWed them' to us, - Alb rif:.thfe Special Toiopi, 
except the rc%-t.r tvheion pt fMo Bo.ich, w’erc assigned 
defensive missions around the CP at ban Pablo 
There-, just behind the operations tent, the Division 
Artillery Headquarters set up, and from rheir jerty- 
biidr tents, conducted bi.g'pictute h.rttlc* with nvo .ict- 
ing infantry baiiahons, a haUaUoo of Tvs, anti 
Miifuie and Corps Big T>7ins, This vyas fhe'setupMcS 
we shifted nUr weight and started into tiic hills All 
liawon plane* of the artdlery wme based at ban 
Pablo Airstiip, a quarter mite below the CP. 


It wa* .ibout thus time that the Japs fried their, 
first infihtation on us. And what an infiltration it 
w'as* In the grand masmec, they scorned conveiv 
tu.'na! methods, un<k in an effort Uj land pathfinders 
for guiding a Uidr pa-rsthute attSi.k into -the jxureef 
area, placed thice pUnebad.s of Japao-esie m ouV 
rear In the early morjiing hours of Muvember, 
lings on Bito Beach beard the roar of three, low- 
flying planes, rooving parallel to the beach and north- 
ward, T hey looked like C-47s. and in the dark, we 
thoughi they were probably the legular, couriers from 
Hiak. But they weren't \Tben the japs threw’ their 
pajfbfifiders in, they threw planes and all. .One 
of the three crash-landed on flan Pablo Airstrip 
{Bun'), and all occupants were killed The second 
Htidtd the CP of tlie 20fb A.nftorcd Gropp. 

which killed two but cvecouidn’r find eleven whapre* 
sumably escape*! The iliird trash-huided pn th*fi 
beach .icmss the river Hur formcxl die north bodwd- 
arv of mil Hito Bcatli area. An antuircraft machine- 
giln vtevv, which outfit t.^ foi gotten nov^, was in posi- 
tion on tjie atert for enemy a'rcfaft. When the plane 
l.mded M\d camt. w a halt, they called acro.ss the 
■sroall river' "Need anv help/" "No. everything 
OK, ' sornefiiic yt-DeJ back, a/id tn^;Ch(ne-gun 
Lteev wenr b.ick to warchmg the skies for enemv 
airuaft. As the sun came over the hori/oa of Leyte 
Gu|jf, the red -sun on the side of .dtif aircraft gradu- 
ally bexame mote visible, and an excited machine- 
gtip u'ew cautroosU stalked H now deserted Topsy 
Only rme of the passengetv tva.s ever fouhd, afid he 
was found and killed by a DiviskMi purio! abhdi an 
hmn after d.nvn. Many demo id ions kits were ahan- 
donc'd m the jdaiie. and, months lafet. .as we loaded 
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tci attack Luzon, the/ rudder bL it's , proceeded through Luhi, up the sTreaib bed, to the 

bright red sim stdl gleaming, projected from the Ubietoprismg, about- no feeh above the riverbed, 
waves on the beach, surroutlded on three sides bp sheer, brush covered 

Although it had been ii&i.tded that the Slith clhTs, and bti the fourth by- A rnew gentle slope 
tofatitry would move we$r f ronr Butayen, cross the Across thrtiver ■'lyhich mgdi A island ‘Ziit 

mQurttains, ^d dcscefid to OrrnoC B^y op the west of this smalicWCtod^ platbau, jungle coveted moiiti- 
coast, HSftre they- started, the mission grew compii- tarns rose high unJ forbdding— the centra! moup' 
cated. In the hfst placebA^^ a-dequate taitj range of Leyte. Thits smalLfiabletbp, approxb 

map.s of the area iitfa cvhkii w rAately six hundred feet long by twcc hiipdfed/feet 

The one .thaf did exist was' vague, -ettoneoiisf and wide, and fringed by coconut trees waS called by the 
consisted mostly of cbntbiirs haphazardly printed tu natives Manarawat, and it was to hecbm<t .the hhb 
indicate mountains.,: valleys and rivers, 'To-wns lo- of all c»perat>£ais of the Division in the L^te moary 
cated m nbrthem Leyte on the map turned out to tains. With a.busyiittleairpbA a Dividon cornniand. 
be in southern Leyte on the ground. Three frails post, a hbspifat. supply duihps,, tacabao'hccds.,para' 
ivere said to leave Burauen and converge at Lubt. a chute drop zone, signaj center,- cemetery, .Ban-z,ii 
deserted barrio at ibc eastern entrance to the pass attacks and sbbrt short rations, it deserves to liVe 
through the higlvest moixuram range. They were in the meniotv of the Division fui-sc-cr. He-fe it .was 
designated the Nordiern, Muldle, and Southern that Colonel laFbrsuuc's batt,iIion came to rest ; lb-; 
Trails, As umts began to move along these three- swait the rem-iiindcc of the* regiment. They Bad -seerr 
trails and dispatch pcQgre,ss rtqiofts to the rear, each or heard no Japanese en route, 
one teporfed pissing fhrtiugb a tovrri ifarreJ T akin. Regirriemai heacfipiiitters of the 'SJIth follinvcd.: 
On the fijap, Tjikifj svas^ in the north, well tmo the the Ut Battalion on the Ninth Trail by : about .three 
sector of the. division on out right ; and nowhere JuHxrs They were Ifsi by Ccdoiiei prin. D- Haugeti,. 
near any of the trails isur tfoop.s were fotlo'.vmg. the regimental cvimmander. arid wercr aerbinpto^^ 
Finally the Reconn3i)5S,mce Platoon, which was sur- by C Compatvy, Colonel Haugen w'as nicknamed 
veying and nuapping t)>c trails in.tliearea, sahrnitted ' Hiirdrock” by bis men and ofneeii; back iri the early 
its conception of the terrain And ctpils, and,.to pUr ; ,;diiys at Camp T<X^^ to Ic-xd 

great stifpri'se we found that all three tratis' chnT ^ run Up and down Gurahee Mountain, 

verged At Tskin, and tJren diverged again: to con*,' His impartial application of impartial discipline had 
Verge a second time at Lube added to the fr«{oency wnth which the njeknatne Was 

The 1st Battalion of the ttfi, Lornmanded by used, but gradually the ‘'hard ' had been dTOpped. 
Cplpnel LaTlammc, moved out first, and t<tok the and ni>w be was rchertr^d.T.o, s£l^li^affetti.ona^c■^y .-w'd^ 
North Trail leading Hiruugh the Guerrilla Can-ip fa seihi- feat fully, as rhe''RtK:k,''iri the vicinity oh 
dcsefted tafi-ip: Sire Cyn 'high ground just w«tsl of Antiirang, -whete the river splitGiO twn,. the . guerrilla 
Borauen-) and. -the deserted barrios of Catabagan, guide adyised the CDlurntt to depart from the path 
Anonang, arid itobi. The hartal ion. less C Coenparry, foliuWed by the isr Battalfon, arid rn-(>ve Up the right 
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fotfc of tlje rivet bed OR what he assured theiti ^as — — ^ ^ ^ 

g short forced to trust the guide, the 

colump mewed up- the river bed, in eolurnh of single 
tiles, ' ^dth schuts oti^^ ifhe mardi was eeiieh 

raining, and troops who had: n0£ yet seen a Japanese 'Vk. 

Suspected Japanese at. everv stone and tree; trunk. 

SfevlyMd" silently they aioveti, to f,^s ^ 

mdetars and totorte gufiSj andtshpping exasperat- ■• / 

ttig.lf in the infuriating, fCK>Mangled: to It' V 

Spddtoy the lead scout signal!^ ENEMY IN sight 
ind two shots rang out. He bad spied tw'o Japs 
svaSbing in the streani ahead and had shot and killed 
therU. Any pride he inay have had in his : feat was i i 

short lived, for at stoe bidden ;Sfgnal, Japanese oh 
both sides of the stteambed opened fire on the col- 
amn, ,It was 30 :afobirsh such as we had, read. ofv 
C Corerpany less a pUtoiin struck: to- deft bauk'pf 1 

the rivex in an eltort to disJddgE rhe Japs totencHe^^ 
ttoe^ but were' unsuccessful.' The' ' J sh Platoon 
attacked; the Japane.se oo hbe right bank, lost 8 ineh 
ji'nd killed;' '20 Japs, 'hub^ were- dll off .Jtpbi':: the x'e-;v- ■.] 

mainder of Ae unit and forced to witodraw tGw,3;cd - . ^ '’t ; 

Lubi- The jcmainder of C G'>mp;iny and the tod- : ,2^^ 187th Intotry' was Ordered up 

qua.fterS group, fpnrd from the left h.ank, assaulted irpni Bd© Beach to the 2d|Batta.ito^^;b the 

the right; bank which had been attacked ^hsuto$s^ SH th Infantry, guardhig the town of Butauep 
fully by the 1 St Platoorn They were able to (aW from positions on the west of the town, 

the high ixpand bn : the right of the streambed by ; and the 2d Battaliort was directed to prepare to 
handXa-hah.d fighting^, and expel ;the j;aps.: They rnarcb to the west on the Notth Trail to assist the 
tvexe temedi3te,iy bekteged b^ the 1st Battalion .in reUevdng C Company, 

fU'^Iee,, the rtT^todtal Sr5 and aWut tvv'enty m 'Meanw'hile, C Coippany aridtoe command group. 

;dortm 3■^sh3fp deXlihet; bectoe stpaftod, and were having 3 rough time- of it. Ammunitioh was , 

theix e.v3ggeratgd and low, and food was fowet. In the flush of first cOIn^ 

ttohfused: stoEteS ;had made iX3 aU of € bat, the troops had fired more: than was prudtmt or 

C)orhp3r?y had HeeH This pat^' con- profitable. Now: they; wto conserving carefully, and 

fuidd and rUiable tojn^ the location of C G>m- fixing oqly wrheri, rrecessaTy to' hold theix ; position 
pany on any map. Ail liaiscSn' planes were ordeXed . against the Japanese attackers;; ; secpird day, 

mto the ;aif on searcMh|; misslto in an .attempt to a; gtbup of Japanese approached with . surrender 
k’Utc the beleaguered itotopahy. ofiers. Thejf were kd %' tfut tteachexous inhpino 

The 1st Battalion was ordeted to move from guide, who was killed. ’'Nuts!” said the Rocky to 
Manarawati locate tiie Ct7mp'arsy, and reltec'e thein. Steal a phrase, and thgt night he took eight men and 
A patrol of platoon ske under Lieutenant Varna w^as moved throfugh the surxpundiiig Japs' to bbtain- fein* 
dispatched !mipydi»tely in an effort to locate CCom- forceXnents.and Ix^dfhem tycG Company's position, 
pany,. and aXtoally venturhcl toto the positiort of the He Jeff' C:Co;mpatiy in the able hands of Captain 
Japanese loxee,’ 3' port of W'hich had laid the Torn Me.sexeau. the Company Commander, who Coii- 
ambush. ; It tvas a large focce---far too ktge for the ;seiwed aiiirnUtiirijart by packing up uiiexplo'ded Japa- 
parrot as will he latex seen, when the Battle of Bur- ; netig gfed.a.des afid tossing them back;, The .Rock 4tS" 
pie Heart Hill is de.scribed--*- 3 nd w’as deeply dug in patched, 3 part of his force of eight .enlisted men tg 
bn the detensbe. Lieutc'Dant Varna was killed at Manarasvat to locate, and guide the 1st Battalion., 
the head ot lu-s patrol, uud the patrcl retunyed to and he, and two men headed far Burauen 3 nd the 
hfamiraw’atw'Ithout having located the compatvy. The UmsioD' totnmarid post. On the fourth day he 
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off, and jimiped accurately, and bfavdy, on the iiar'. 
row mouhtaiosidc- trail, squarely in frcot of the pcfint" 
of the 3d BiStfalioh. Hie led the battalion to C O^w- 
pany’s pdsitihfs, where st joined the, tst Battahoff, 
and jointl}* they relieved the besieged corn 
2d Battaiion iemained JO contaa^ the japanese 
: iotce; and the 1st . Battalion, now with C Compan 
and Re^gitneiita I ^Headquartef S, pu! led baA’k to Ano- 
'■••'inwg';-'' and hiS 3d fdartal ion moved 

across the ftvef and cepiaceJ Colonel Lat'lamme dt 
Manarawat. . 

It vyould have been nice iT aedit foi killing the, 
first Jap by Division pefsO'itnel could have gone ta 
C Company, but Fortune ruled ochersvisc. On the 
day that: the 1st Battalion moved trora Burauen into 
the hills, Lieutenant Creotge Skau was making a 
routine visit from Oivisinn Heftdqusners to the 
188th regimental CP,; fat behind the lines. :As he 
was tooting rnetrily along in, his a japunese 
soldier stepped out on the road^ in front of him. 
Maybe he svas going to surrender. Well never know, 
tor Skau put a bullet; through his. bead 2nd brought 
back the paylxwk and iTisigtiitf of .Superior Btivute 
Takanaka, Gleefully and jubilantly we .shooK hamis 
with the winner. 

As we moved into the mountains, we. tried to lay 
wire, but for .many teaSom we had to. give it up; ., 
In the first plat^’v too many men wrere reqfufesbtfs ’ 
guard the wire over the long reKi.tes through ; the 
itKjuntains.. Also, too rnany men W'ftre required to 
repair the. wire which the Japs cut to many places 
ev'ery pigbr- The sntall arnount cd’ wire yillc*wed aii 
.■airborne division prohibited laying on the many 
trails through the roountains, and, the arnhunt had 
rtofc been increased' for this dpeiiJtirin. Regimental 
and smaller nets could be laid and maintained; but 
rhe der ision was fotced on us fha.L pivVsinn com- 
{minjeation by wire forward of Burauen, yvas not 
practicable. Two expedients wduch were vidppted to 
provide Division (.(nnrhutficahptt w to beo.-.me 
famous, and any history' of the Division, ts incom- 
plete without ffienriorbof f.heni. The first was ilse 
'"Moseley fi-Ulk Ruii' Vaad the .sewndi was 
frey Relay." 

There was 3 liaison pilot named Jack Kai and, 3 
G-3 member narped Art; (Nfo) bfoselevS- Both were 
handsome, brave, and could Sp(>t a wt-il tUroed aokie 
a mile aw-ay. .Each mormng of tbe LejtP . campaign 
at ()73()kaJiid .each evenhig.at I6;y(t, the.se' twb would,, 
climb aboard, set the radio, and fly off' hifo the 
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cnouwaihs; They ■would circle <jver eacii unit, no 
matter how small, cr^dacf it on fhe radin. drop mes- 
s-ages and orders, talk to' the- cfintrnafi'tiers -.inJ .veatV. 
■otfi.cers, .receive reports 'arid gripesv fo! sup- 

plies, vituperation when : the gfpu.nd . going;' T 
tiadarly fought 'and plot' the ; ufvff ' position bn the 
Mdk Run Map: ThenThty w-ciuld>etu;C^^^ to-Division 
HcadquarretS; ■stibrnit tnc repots, and plot, the pt>si- 
titms on the opeiratioi is map\. Many times fog closed 
in on tbe 'hBlfe-Run and the trip hacit svas harrow-. , 
ing and perilous, 0;ie time, flying estrefnely low 
her;ause of had vBibiiity, tf^^ plane ran a'nto a Japa- 
. nese (elepht'me wire, rtiiraculdusiy snapping it . and 
•ptqceedmg with no more damage than -an ugly cut 
;icros-S Mo's fight cheek, Eaclr niotnirig; as they 
clirhbed into the pfane^ the. Division new’Spaptm tbi' 
Urn-, was handed to Mo in little .rolls packed 
for each 'unit. These hci vvb’-ild drop at yach p.rsitkm. 
bnngmg the rriountain bi'mnd men their ord.y' rrews 
of the Oiitsidt; world-— and, Until 25 ^T^tcrTbe-l^'fhe 
exaspeiaring absence ot any rrieirritin of the. Division. 
By. chance., one d.ay, a nonreguladon twist to the 
Milk Run was disc-overed. f’ifth Air force; Head • 
qiiarte'fS had imported a contingent of WACs to help 
them Tun tJteif business, and- kept them in a com- 
pourid sur.HHmdeij by a tall wire fetice., .One ftipm-' 
mg the messenger dropped one of the SfMt U'rh- 
rpUs and a.s the'G-3 picked it up, he noticed that it 
i addressed, not to a unit, but as. fonfHvs:,‘''To:the 
girls, :vyith the tafnplimtnl.s of Art Moseley and Jack 
fvei.l. Phone Glider 3. ' IntcrrogaTion estaijlished the 
f3ct that ori the ■W'av out to the pioutuains, it; was 
the cristotn of the Milk Run tO; pass 'over the WA(' 
lamp and drop their first toll of nr-espaper'c Jt vs as 
riov fhoughr necessary to hair these proceerfrogs--- 
The Godfrey Relay avas the result of a ruission 








41 



lEYlfi- 6 TO n DECEMBER 1944 


three more H nientionekl that Jt might 
help if the h^tafiori wouJcJ seod a |W4tJoi (<Ht ip assist 
him wiith the taps so that he could wperatt his cpni- 
municatioicssfatipn. -As the patfPl rteated die leart-to, 
they h^fd; the fife hght. They 

cautiously appfpacbecli and, fourtil Riaicki and- his 
three raeri' surrhudclefh but calmly hoiditlg the fort 
and shjQwjtmg fapsi , Th attacked,, aad, after 

a forty-mtoate hghC killed isvenly-tw^ 
casaakii's wcie oiie woiytded Tot his calni galtaiHry 
and devotion to duty, Sergearit 'Rjauki r^eivediihe 
Silver Star. i,' ’ 

From Man<ii.uvat to the wesL the three ttaiis: 
diverged, and at thk time it was thou^it diat tiiey 
again corfvefged at AhaS, a deserted bamii on rlie 
west slope of the mountain range. Again they were 
called the North, South, aiid Mid^ Tr.uis. The 
51 1 th v;as: Ordered to proceed to Anas, with regh 
mental headrjuafiers and the Lst Battalion takinglhe 
Middle Trail, the >d Batialiofi taking the Southern 
Trail, and later, the 2d Battalion taking the North 
Trail, when it was relieved by the 2d Battalion of 
the I87th Infantry, ft w'ill be remembered that the 
dd liattalion was still in uontact With the Strong 
defensive force which, had placed C Gompany in sudi 
a bad position. This force of Japanese tYus now 
known to be, of gfeat strength^, deeply entrenched, 
and guarding what appeared to be the command post 
of a latge installatiORC The 2d Battalkm had twice 
tried to reduce the pos.ition but had been unsuccess- 
ful. The deciskio was made to contain the fptt a 
reliet't the battaliipn; ai sNs-ti as pus-sible, and devote 
the maifi e/fort of tiie Division, 5J jth Tnfantfy lead- 
ing, to the pebetratipn of the west coast. 


-had ortHl4iry o# Motiorai^af 

Grt 4 December the first combat parachute jump 
of the nth Airborne Pivision was made by A Bat- 
tery of the 457th Pafachufe Field Artillery Battalion.. 
Except for dose-in sUppoft of units aroirnd Buraixen, 
artillery support by Division .irnks-w 
siitce the guns could hot be taken into the mOuntams. 
As far as Lubi, the $llfh, had. beerj supported by 
1 5 5mra rifles. Corps artillery assigned to support the 
Division. The fire of these units was conducted by 
air and fortvard observers accompanying the 5l1th, 
but it was not possible to give, with them, the close 
supixjrting fire needed by the infantry in the typje 
of mounts.io. fightihg it was doing, Xt w;ifr decided, 
tiwteforef fo drop first a battery,. 'and Idler a b'artid- 
iom if necessary,: deep in the snountains whete it 
Cttuld reach out in front of the infantry and assist 
theijj ,irt their fighting. ,Doubt}e5& the we3|.v)ns wmiild 
have to he abatsdcined at the end, of t lie campaign, 
or if the Japanese assaulted and took the battery 
position, but the merit of artillery suppK>rt seemed 
worth tljf risk. 

Our airborne plan for giving the infantr)' much- 
needed artillejT support seemed imfmssible, so many 
M^re, the difficulties. All pluaes in. the theater were 
urgently needed^ by Arniy for resupply missions, .the 
weather was |xiof, arid tii«e were no jump fields, as 
-we had known them at Polk, .MacicaU, nr New 
Guinea. After much pleading, and many futile at- 
tempts, through the helpful, wtUmg eagerness of 
rtne G47 pilot a ».^lutkm presented itself Based -at 
Siifi Pablo Strip Was ,4>oe C.-47 mrployed for air-sea 
resrue. The pilm said tbair when he was not feejuired 
for a rescue mission we could u.se him, his plane. 


7h» Om£f<m CP <rt Mona<flwp* — n#of nof ,toa ^^d}' ,G*ni^rot 

PiViOrt h .of f h9^ 
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fifti-srh at his headquarters, and staned out fr»>rr» 
Taciobin On^mally tire jump fiehJ ieiie^ted 
about two miks over rou^h tetwm froio.the battery 
posittrm, but o was fairly wide and even and tree 
of frees, and it was thouj^hr safer to uujize jt tiutt 
to.rislt hitrmg the juo^le with the weapofts and the 
persontieh f.A>totie! Stiuithert dec»ded rh,a} he rouid 
hit the Manarawai Strip md tbctefote save the back' 
breaking hand-carry march Irom toe-DZ to tlte bat 
tery posititm Alter the ti/st load lie was given per- 
miiiiiOn tp fry The Oew drop hneasured 5tX) 

feet dofig by IHi feet wade Cljifs surrounded all 
four Sides, and tall mountains rose ta'indose it on 
three sides. The motmtiuns around the gorge in 
which Manarawat sat fake an isiand lon'ed the C- )7 
to apjiroavh the d'Op ?a>ne by following a deep 
moon-shaped utnyorii hit the held mnneUmfdy after 
a bjmd curve to the right, and then .'.ooin siiarply 
up and to the left when it passed the end «f the 
short drop aone Beautiful flying by the pilot of 
Revitfc', and xemaikably puiJiaGrar jumpni.a.vteting 
by Colonel Stadtherr, who persoually pimped each 
pfant'kaad, landed all equipment and all men, in 
thirteen plane trips,, directly in fl-,e vcntet of the held, 
Because nine toads of equipment had to be dropped 
each trip, personnel sucks were restficfed to bvc men 
Jp order not to drop tbe far end of the tump 
■heldi No injuries w'ere sustained— *excf'pt to jejly- 
beUy Hoi low-ay's p>nde which had to suffer the march 
frohj the original lumpfield to the battery position— - 
even though flie men jumpied ftohi tiitce hundred 
feeh and'ftqfn {hat day on A Battery ptfivtded ;360- 


Topt, ^«afr»Trir?s oi o (an^/painfUj, hffvl.MoyffJ fh9 
fC9p iopding opcfoi^ Vh* . f<:p .Siocif ffom 


and bis trew He didn't know- wb.it he was ktung' 
himseif m tor Quick iis a flash, six pararatks were 
brouglit up fron'i the beach and husiened pemumently 
to. the belly of the lescue plane We shall call it 
RtfhUf! fniin lic'ie oil beiuuse the large wdmy 
xvoid Ri-..st L'li p/inied un its ■itJc's became a fairnhat 
siphi to t'hC- troops in tile nuiunfams, Ordinarily if 
required tweH'e' planes to jump an artilierv battery 
Gjlonet ■Nydthhi'r, ioinmanding the got one. 

and made it do the job He si ripped ihe dour oft 
poar-otd feoc/crc s<i that jumpers could nsai-e tin exit 
He masked the bthdmg ge.n; fastened the purarackv 
loaded It vvith on^-thirteenth of A Batte.cy artvl a 
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degreev support to. all Uie infantry fighting in the Mlth ivfre cn route from Anonang to Mahonag hy 
tiiomitains. ,. the Midclie Trail. The 2d Battalion of the *»llth 

On the sarne day^ the Division GT jumped I'y v,'as north of Anonang in iomatt u'lth a large Japa- 
parariiute from a Guh pl^tte ort; Manarawat to esta nese foae- The 2d Battalion of the wj> i.-n 

lish thi& Divisioir fpr^vard tx>mm^ and he Borauen Heights just svest ■ of Burauen puotectmg 

was followed in tapfd 'Successfon^h^ the Assistant the- s^^est errs approathcs to that town The remainder 
Division Comnianderj General Plcrsoo, and repre- ofibelSTthivasal RitoBeath giiarding feafinsfal- 
sentalm's from eaxh staff section, plus a detachment latiom, The tSSth was st^efched fetween, Bwgbo.' 
of the Signal Company with a SCR-694 radio In l.a and Lake Danao protgi'dng the 
order to free all of the 511th pavsiblr- for it.s tmssiuo The entiie Division was sfili east .pf ,fhe^ 
of penetrating the itjountains, the paratnwpeTS of tange. 

B Company of the is<7th Infantry were fiarachuted Two important cxtosiderations govern a decision to 
in and took over tpe mtssion itf securing the Maoara- attempt a military operation The titst« and the most 
wat position, hospital, mul supply dumps. 'No C-47 importsot, fe whether it is possible to supply the 
was available for tht-m, so the Divfsion Artillery jir par tK.ipatmg troops The setoruJ, and Jardly less 
fleet oC elcvc-f! Cub plnnes jrodmed the drop ruine iriipoftant, is whether it is possible to resnie and 
and pushed out a paratrooper on each The pcnv/de niedical attenthm for thcr wounded. These 

187th was followed by •& pUfooti of the 127th £njd" were tremendous' considerations mi the dec'sinn io 
neers. led by Lscafarants Clift and Bfugh, and frtl pass ewer the Leyte mountains and the solution hf 
lowed by bundl<ee of slx^els, a.%es. picks, und «aW-> the two problems by the Divtsion oot only rtiade 
for clearing trees on the plateau so that I -4s could the operaltorf .toiicjueiy .suctessfuL but added iiisur- 
lapdt In short order this wa.s done, and thereafter pa.ssahle glory^ to the heroism of tW'O jgfoiips of DivP 
eVicuition pf ,$erfi)usly woiittdcd from the Manarin sipii personnel; the Division Artillery liaison plane 
war hospital w« pi>$s!ble, pilpts, and: .the Olteditral persoiirid ui fite Division 

On 5 .December the situatioti tva.i as follows the and att^idred, portable surgical hospitals — the tth 
forward Division curnmamJ post, the 5d Battahnn and the 7th- 'i5l% shall ionhider first the es'acu^tiPn 
of the 5nth hiDntry, A Battery of the DTth Para- of the svaiinded. ' ■ 

chute Field ArtiHtty, one plittoon of the :iR7jh In* If it had heen- possible hi iierir the tiitprs vaf^^ 
fantry, om- }iiatooo of the I27tb Bngioeers, and a wouu.iid frorri the mounb^ins biick bi the oeai'est 
portable surgical h'Wpifa! were at Afanataw'at,, feci- hospstai at Burauen, the tAsk of proyidihg guards 
mental Headtjuarters and the 1st Battalion of the for litter trains during the trip Woujd have so dc- 
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bumptog Lhe ijSipe of. the neek, .goti 

mattresst'd to ac«.ept,;T'!re: patier>ts. Captaih Tom 
Brady, who comni^inded' A ^^tnpiiny of fh?: 51 Ithy 
was wour4cd serioifiiy th ibe head ghd ear rietl back 
to Mabarawaf/voiteiess add paralyz^^^^ Ih the g)ps> 
camp ahhhsphere of Manarawab Doc fs’estor per- 
fortMed a skHifyl bmtt operaiwri ,orf Tom that kept 
him alive.v ikti-days be iingepedi^bareiy alive, untd 
oae day/ after Fadier Moore .had pafaehuted: i», ice 
cream was dropped to the. bospitaf and Torn sailed. 
The news spread rapidiy, for be was a pppoiar aruj 
beloved officer,, and tlitee/ days later he w;as placed 
in Sid Lanier's ambulance; plane and down back to 
the Dulag hospital/ From Thete, ' he went back fo 
the LihiM Stated and fretin time fo hme depafted’ 
Division vetetaos would write and tell us they Irad 
seen him, Well and about, , The last letter, which 
tells <jf his death, arrived some rinrelitet to sadden 
our^heaits.; ' • ://:- • ■ '-■ / 

The trip from Manarawat to ^dahanagwas a one 
day_ f rip 'which defies adecjuate deScripticviii The raud 
on - the n&ow:; steep trail was abbuf a fool thick, 
but, Wcaiy feet ’werepOt perm^^^^ the lukuty of sink- 
ing va'‘ Steady dept^^ each ste'p^-'-oDdet the 

mud/ tangled roofs snagged, at plocldihg feet,, frip- 
piftg men burdened "with be-avy loadsi T toprac- 
ticabUify of tran^portiag litter patieirts over this trail 
soon became evident. Though it rained consist^tiy 
and the trails- were buggy, nowhere on the trarl-was 
drinking water to be found, and Japanese raided 
.pafties 35 they filed singly along the heavily Wooded 
path, Maftbnag was a clearing filledwith six-fool 
tree stumps on the Steep Side of a high peak. Tlie 


L«fh to rtghtr Oon^aj P'fHctn,. At.tistai^ Oh'tiion Commonde^t Gensro/ 
Coto«<«fJ CO of fh» Aio/or Afiaact*, A$jittatit' G-3i 

i^p9^ tiafmt kiUwti ori iuj^l #h# o,p«FOr 


pleted the combat uhit.c that; fighting wonld, have 
been impci^sible. We had 

pitals attached to us in addition to the rnedkal com- 
pany ofgahic to the Divisioo--~the 22tst. When the 
adjective ’^*portable’^was assigned to these units, the 
wildest dreamer did not conceive how portable we 
would make ttrem. W that the best way to 

care for oof wouirded .and still .accomplish, our mis-, 
sion Was. to .estthlish; hospital 'ih the, moun- 
tains. andi, that the only way to get the hospite 
personnel and; their er^uipment into; the mour itain's 
was to jump them. This we did at ManarawaL-There 
tlrey set up; three sm|eons and 'ten surgical techili- 
cians, a tb/.<U'tliatthed. silk parachute-patched' hds- 
pital capabie of providing; m and surgical care 
for the wounded. . Wounded were ^ to the 

Manarawat hospital, , As soon, as walking wounded 
were able to make the trip, they caught tl>e first pa- 
trol going back to Borauen or. if their cooditiOo wjt- 
rantedv back to their units for mofe fighting, Se.ri- 
ously wounded ■'vvere treated affd held until the tac- 
tical sitoatioq/pf their .physic^^^^ «.inditions permitted 
evacuation by fhe ambulance plane, when they were 
1lbwr); b3c.k to Sari; Pablo .Airstrip and taken by 
ambulatit'e to the nearest' genera I nr station iiospita! 
at Dulag. L-5s could nof rnake the .hazardous- land- 
ing and lake-otf at Manarawat, so an l/T bad fO be 
fitted up with a piece of ph'wood over the .teat seat.. 


tli« erud« iut *fficieii» trrtd HU-%a¥ing .operoifng reont cl Manarewet 







A corcU^oo from unha<dt al Mokwolp 

p 3 fh clearing, and the y/cods sur- to cross the mohntasns v,>as the one of supplying the 

rounding it, gave mute evidence of Che tactical sctund* ligfiting trot>ps. The Ofily beast o burden that could 
ness, of the position with setwes of dead Japanese negotiate the trails was the c$Tabao, and early in the 
lying and decotttjposrng in the tangled brush. Jt was campatgn . *'e had necessary to desert this 

not a. Wftahte drop ^one. betweeti Mahohag an means of transpoftatton beyond Misnarawit. They 
the w'est doajst of Ocmoc, oiK high chain of could not move up and dowm the muddy ridges. 

tains remained'— highest of all the ridges. The Troops could haf carry all. of the -aftunanitiou und 
secotid pprtabie .hospital was therefore ordered to. food; and. medicai supplies, heeded. 'to. systa^ ct»m- 
pnxeed to Mabotiag, after jumping at Manarawdt, . bat, and for all of Six'th Army there wete only fro.tft 
and Id establish: dte .Piviskiu hospital in the 
mouht^ifts. This they did, •carrying the heavy sur- 
gical doads : t>vei rhe' tfeathsfous, toitttcuis -traif 
thrcjugh. the mountains- ;|t Was net ppssible^'fe laitd^ 
a plane at ^lah^Jnag, and rt svdi decMed fhat. I 
patients would be treated at this secnrid hosp.ital 
until a litter tram could bd fdrmed .and wounded 
evacu.ated to Manarawat. As the '51 1 tl,« appmached 
the west coast, the route' of .evacuation W'as changed 
to one from Mahhnag ;th tough to the coasts add 
fhenct* by ambulancg sobthsvard to Baybay an4.fcl«- 
lag- Many In-es- dm owed to th^ devotion to diljl' 
of the operating pefsotihul of these hospitals; 
other way could the, Qiviskm; have 
the mountains wirhout iAtrLhcing its wounded — a 
Japanese trich held tn lour esteem by ah. 

The satood major comsjdemliotv which had to be 
resolved favorably before theiDivision^ebuid 


Md^br Comefron brtef^ pitof* wrtd cfwr on Sen Pafa/o strip, th« tofc#- 
off ptunf itr tvituppiy ffi^hH fnf<» th% mount-a'^nt 
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was ftijt sporadic delivcty. but contmvous, high fpg-cd *r ' ^ 

delivery, day alter day, tbri>ugbout the ir>t<nth of | . - ' 

Decenlljer and the first p-irt of Jjtnaarj. Without it | 

the Dsvtsion "xTOuld not have passed the first foot- 

hil) west of Rurauen On many days, tlutb, grey fog j t d'Y | 

dosed to the ground m the mountains, and pilots ’ I f k '"1'"'* 

had to cnCle iooking tor b«aU mta which the) i ^ ‘ 

icsuld" dive and deliver. Often it$ ;iot. once tbo'Higb. \ 1/5 'Tl| ’i 

the break m the douds would dose on the pilot and- | -'''», '■}. i 

a nightmarish, cirding cUmb back ap to simhght ^ /^gSv'y 

andl safety ensued On one such day uccufred our 1 / J^kHr|B 

noly pilot loss, gallant Lieutenant Ricks, from the ' ''ylf'/ 

■t‘i 7 rb Air Section, who crashed sctmcwhere in the 
fog-ctjveresj bids aitemptuig to deliver food and J\ / ^ j 
medical supplies to the ground snldicis. Pilugs ilew ( I ( ^ 
from daylight uiitd dark, ten and twelve hpur.s » j 
day. m fairsveathet and foyl. Their only recreation a \ 
was bombing the Japs oft The way to and from Hut ( \ 
target mns. liach time they took nil, they placed a 
fesv hand grenades or bazooka rounds m their laps, 

•ind on the way dived and hurled the lerbaf weapon ’ «•' 

at^ny uirforturute Nip whe^ dared to show hititself — - 

on the ground Whether they ever bit one, 00 one space of favorable weather, 
knows, but the pleasure and satisfaction of watching lowered by parachute, as di 
Scurrying Nips partly repaid the biscuit bombers for rations, ju sturdy cases and 
the splendid, fatiguing work the)’ performed. ouf ihe door of a C-4? m gte 

It was realized at the outitet that the unceflain to fall fiee ti3 the gtouiicF. 
weather and the .small capacity of the planes would With the exccptiop of thi 
make the iltMv of supplies less than satisfactory. We the period until ^ Decembi 
planned then that, the .supeib physical ccnuhtiOti of .patrol action rather than by 
the men w'Oitld .and should take up Use stack of dKirt mnheS tivjr were to occur in 
supply, ft is true, ol curse, that strong men ger ci period of maneuvering, pa 
{u,st as hungry as weak men, but the Drvisicm couBtud and gutting into position, i 
heavily on its men being able to suy hungry longer artd located, for the final at 
ami still fight. This uoufidence W 4 s ivu imspliwcd tatus. jV the s;.ine tuiie, flu 
and though there were times when a colonel or two -ing to attack us. though we 
could be spotted imabiisliedly digging camotest to tirpe Emm captured docum( 
augment hi.4 half can of die'ese, or a thm siul gaum' able to us. plus the repor 
.C.ieneraf Pietson eyed, like a hungry dug ,it the General Suzuki, Chief of 5 t 
; dinner table, rhe fourth section of A fiatteiy roast- Atir<} Group, the- complete 
mg a sparmev like bird they iud nunagecl to emnare. now an c>pen book to us 1 1 
the fighting spirit of tile troops hdd up, and the nese off ensive was . seizure uf 
complaints heard wete a .stnaU fracii(»n of those There were three' San Pablf 
heard today when luxury is back with the Army Slnjs No. 2 at ■which «ui sc 
W'hcn we were favored vvith a thiy of good weathtir, planes were base-d. and Ikir 
coipmofi sense dictated that ivt- work the avaiLahk- eratitmal. but at -which iven 
planes to capacity to stcue ail possible supplies at Air Force Negn,) setviaj to 
the forw-ard positicins. I.o.td« tiiar could be dmpped coordmared attack consisted 
without patacfuites wett v}rt>pped so that rlie giratest assault on the three airfifh 
passible cjuantity could be- dejivered m the shurt by the Japanese 26 th Diyis 
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<is«3 flof get to the objective because, as Suzuki say§, 
they Tati itiio Aaierjiaa trocJ^ high iti the moun- 
tahis; and second* the highway ori w they were 
ta proceed turped out to Be an iinpassable foot path. 

The regOTent which .did : throogb, with attached 

engineers, had ‘Widened this footpath and cordu- 

toyed it as a maiO; ^pply ro^ had heard 

fumors of this toad, mit to this time, though we 
searched for it, had beai imaBle to locate it, Wg 
desired fervently to find it »pd cut it. The regimefitail. 
commander who sent the dismal message badcio bis 
division comma tider Was directed to proceed wnthotit 
the rest of the divisiori ‘‘doe to the tottdttifiis Of the 
trails‘‘ and carry out the divk^ rnisstoo at Burauen 
The Unit, however, failed: to deadline for 

the attackc.anived bye days late on idT'l Pec^ 
launched a half-hearted night attack against; the 
Diyisiori from the southwest,, Was: repidse^ with 
heavy loss, and scattered into the bills. Wesf of Bu- bght. The 1st Battalion of the l87th Infantry -was 
faoen.' In their efforts to retreat to the west* theyr mpvrng Burauen Heights at this tiiiie and met 
<^e 'Uppo: i52d's relay station at Takm, were a portion of this force and destroyed them. They 
once again Scattered and SiaUghtered, and thereafter then turned north and fciack-to dislodge the force on: 
small patrols came actbss tiny groups of tbeni, the north edge of Bun Strip in coupinctton with 
starving, carrying rusty weapons, and worthless as other troops approaching the strip from tire sotitb;' 
soldiers. Thus ended the plwse of the attack m which At about on the everiing of 6 Decetttfeer, as 
the 26th Divisiori to h^ye suned. the Division Commatuiec stepped .out o com- 

The remnants of the 16th Division were to attack mand post, he noticed a flight 6f Japanese bombers, 
the San Pablo and 3uFi :Strips from the northwest-. Sying .high, as they eanse :out of the west over thr 
ApproxifTiately 1.500 only 500 of whom ebu Id :;San Pablo Airstrips,; The bombers circled w-ell over- 
be considered effeclfVeSv assembled in a 5'alley 5,600 head*, dropperf a fg\v bdnsbs, one of which set a gas 
yards‘ florthWest of Buri Strip, and. on 6 December doipp , <5, h hre, and the accompanymg fighters .re- 
attacked thrbdgh a swamp, east across Highway 17. inatttcd high atid sve!} out of rtmge also,- with the 
They sufpf feed: ;* tfiK^p-CAWter: ufiit and the Negro exception of one svbich jstrafed the Dolag--Bufauen 
service .troops cttnipgdirottod and inflwrted goad. The antiaiccfaft crews around the various 

heavy casualties. About three: hurjdred of them strips purnped shells into the aitplnat did not hit 
reached a hcStvily wboded di^ porfb of arid Adjai enT any of the planes* succeeding oniy in expending all 
to the Buti Strip where they dug in and prepared to thett arrimunitibn: As the atk-ack guns t|uieted dowm 


Ts&fi' Jh^ lotm lieute-fian# Lanier loading up pianm wifh pr»c/out 
• fyiftdirai suppUeV fw a ftighf to the hojipital at Monorawai. Lower: 
A 0/otfk oi Ma/horotrejf. 4 io. fatJarr. 
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A bi<«'uif-lisinilixg l--lt h'ln th» targft «t A<<rrtor«i*o> 


feause oi' iatk of atoroonittorK two flights, of C--47. 
t>*pe airu'.ift in V of V<5 Lamf^ in slowly met the 
fields, at abviui stwen linmclredf feet altitude. The 
Genera! did not catch on vinti! suddenly lajiariese 
paratTOOpers ftlled the evening ait, fkts^’een’250 and 
300 men of the Jap Katon fiVuropei Eorce; a Rfdtip 
p/ hanJ-pu'iced, hij^hly trained .Japanese f roups, 
dropp>ed (>n rf-fe.stnps and attatked' ijft all direcntvjs. 
vyitbyiogh had picked -sofne of theii- best 

men’ -to'^inake thi^ atoui-, rend althouph'surprise was 
aimplete;. utter eonfu^iun tc,i 3 apparent phee they hit 
the gfQund, Many scere kiUed .before they cOuld : 
take ap a fighting |tosttjoiv, but nnahy wrought licavy 
damage and dug in fo make the strip untenable 7‘he 
d^piinese used i\ sinadar to rlie 

Attiericah tJ’pG. but n'Qf a? fool prcKU and in many 
egsgs the harness released five or .six hundred feet 
too cat wime of .rht-Jap 

descended without chptea t«. a crashihg death. Bottles 
of liquor were fyjun.d' o of. the japs W'itlj . 

labels whidt indicated that, the to be 

drunk .only after.^tbepktnes For aids , 

ire assembling atfer ' they svere ■ on:- the grsnmd , fhe 
Japahese had a systern Of bells, whistles, horns, and 
. .cweii' dm for each small unit of the 

'.fofcey y .',' / ■' yj - ' ■ 

The paratroopers had evidently bmi cofirmancied 
to destroy the lisisoti plghes aitd the supply dumps- 
on: whicii the Dtvj.Sjtm depeoded so heayify for .sup- 
port of the. itpogs irt the set fire 

to the pbrics and everything inflammable in the 
dunips, They attached, fhe biv.orui o the D(v!Sa)i) 
personnel marmtug the supply instalbiionS and de 


stroyed the .Citfflp.. AtUbily on the .strip at.the tiim.e 
of the at'taclr Were ;thifty ;6ve Uatjon-plane personnyh- 
thrrty'frve supply personnel,' and a few calkts.:. cM 
of these- mefi dug in and defon'dt'd ithcr South ; 5ide: . 
of the strip dntir morningi Capfaiu Goujae, seipirr 
liaisctfi ;piiht, was kiUed as he mhved. to f he^ 
side of. the strip, and artother pilpt spent a heetk^^ 
fourteen Itttufrs lying ui a dranurge cGtch^ W 
Japs sytarfoed,a&ve and an'undyhlmyyOr.e,' 

}af pafatn>oper sealed lus fo.i/n doom when he vm- 
dicliVeiy pluriged his bayonet tune and aga in through 
Capfaiu Carnahan’s ptetidus ■’ubbei' rnattiess. 

The holy personnel ijf the Division present at this 
tim-a- w-erc from the X2?th Engineers, the Signal 
Company, -and He.u.iquarU-rs B.rttcr}’ of -fhe Doosion 
ArtilleG'' While the penineter .iiound the Dividum 
command post svas strengtheaed .;by the typewiitet 
commandos of Spevuvl Troops,; oj-. 
gartized bis engineers -ss rnfaiitry and prhfoedesj to, 
the.stfip W'lfh orefej-s to utrack acrfos jhe : strip ^ 
following' inofnirig ?}ud H'turt it, efetrpying ill Japa- 
nese he found. Duemg rhe night, the, Kbps ran back 
and fortli. is.suing propaganda right and Mt: ‘Every'- 
thing is resistless!’ dfitrreiider,. : Surfraiderl'' they 
screamed, and ' The greai Japaribse Army is descgntl- 
n'lg All is useless'" fforpujdl JiminyjSrnith op thr 
d'sVth Air Scetinii cnuldii't beliswe his eyes or his 
ears and jacked Off three of them as they ran by in 
front: , of hirn .Ifke tin. dficks in aybopting gallery'. 

■ d3he of the piatoOhs of the eiipheets utidci Lieu- 
tenant Eergbnto attivcked dufingy the night to clear 
the sfoip. of Nip.s They w-ere inmed-with ma- 
cbtOB giihs, and succeeded fo wattgruig.sorne cd tiu 
eneiiiy units and in digghig in h'd th^^ higher 

■ijOjUnd at the southwest cotnet p/dheystfip Three 
charges i\ e,fc m.sJe by the Japs sgaipst this yiosition 
du.rihg the nightt but all three feece repulsed with 
ilfavy loss to the attackers. One of the attacks came 
:%Vitliiri ••filteeri ieut of tlx -.'ngineer.s befixe the )'3pa 
flest’ fin-ill t withdrew The antiaircraft crew-v had 
constructed ht,eh oarthwotk? atouJtd their gun prwi- 
tKins to protett Hun. from borofa .fragments if at- 
tacked frcnti the .ur When the paratroopers dropped 
fJte\ withdrew info these e.irthwptki -and fob cirfS 
a fata! dedsion. Oho Japfeese hand gren^ lofted 
int'.' the-' conticved sp.tce, cyould iitciitihf :for the emire 
Cffw ,'N'eedleks to Say. ffontiev were fitiiog 

■all means ctf cdm.municaiiQfc ■ Foite.';- 

Headqu.inefo oh y - 

Thci)7ith Par.icliute Tidd ArtiUbfo ffettalicin. was 
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ordered to leave its guns on Bito Beach sind get to 
the strip, area prepared to fight as ifd:mtry fhence= 
forth throughout the Leyte campaign, this is tiie way 
thi^ fought). Lieutenant Colonel &tren was placed 
in command of the defeases of the coroinand post, 
but no: Japanese ever approached tJje periateter. This 
does not mean that there was no firing On the 
perimeter. There was plenty. 

At daylight on the 7th, Golortel Davis and his 
cnulti-branched force moved out th attack the strip 
and fetieveour troops who had been caught in and 
aiouftd it. Just as the attack was being launched. 
Colonel' jHosfca arrived With his 674th, and— shades 
of the wheeled in on line with 

the 1 27th and joined the %ht. To anyone; who has 
read of the Civil War battles, the SiTOdarity' pF this 
morning fight will immetfiateiy becpme apparertt.: 
On the left were the en.g!neefS,; dfaWfi u tbe 

southern edge of the strip; ;0n the.right:^ w 
artillery, similarly drawn Up in battle fontnaHon mt 
the southern edge; In the center, between the two 
outfits was the Division Commanderv shouting us, 
he directed the two commandefs in the attack. They 
in turn ibetlowed at their units, and tire .attack nioved 
off. The Japs were holed up all around the strip, 
but initially the strongest resistance: v/as met tn front 
of the engineers. . Howeyer, by tn3t»euvef|hg his corn- 
panies Gilonel Da\ns succeeded in pushing across 
the strip and three hundred yards beyond the north 
edge before the ammunition and sVater situation 
forced him to halt and regrbup. The 674th mean- 
while pushed across the strip and into a cocoriut 
grove some seven hundred yafds. mrfth of the ;air-- 
strip. Here they halted, straightened the {ioe, and 
dug ip for the night. Behind them,, .dhad .Japarrese 
were reinoved from the strip, and the few* L-4 planes 
remaining after the Japanese attack immediately toitk 
off, harassed by sniper fire, to driver much needed 
supplies to the mountain troops. On the night of the 
attack, we had watched the plarres fly oVe* us at 
Manarawat, watched rbeexIiaUsts glow' bluishty, and 
identi.fied them as Japanese by their off beat engines 
How often since then weVe thought that we could 
have given at .{least ten minutes' warrm^^^ had w'e 
only Jmown, All wfc did know fOt a .toopie of days 
was that we got no food, and each to 

tell our troubles to Divisiorr rear; (be*)' radioed back 
that they had troubles of their own, rndecd they did. 

During the battle, souvenir hunting went on just 
the same. During the fighting bn San Pablo Strip 
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M*o. ffom .th* IBWIt .and flags Ibajf tapiurad ftam Jap patatraopmrs of 
San Pntslo strip 


No. 1, two' privates, Al|eri W Driiome and Rustis 
A,, jolly, were driving « trupk cariyirig atrmi 
to. the troops fighting pfi the k the 

tnick under .scanp trees, they j»at>d-c,arried the am- 
muttifiort: a'crrtss^ dodgmg ai'd wiidhg. On 

one.tet.utrr frtfv they noticed, a lurg flag flying 
in a tree {>n the oorth side cif ihe srrij^. J for a 
mprnerif .they .Stopped,; ajid' attetnpted to get rlie flag 
by climbing .the treb, but each time they started up, 
a fusillade of Japanese fire flew at them. Obviously, 
they couldn't iTtike it up fhe tfee a-fter the flagc but 
they wanted if badly, so they adopted the only other 
alternative. In a erbuchmg positi(>(t, yith tlie battle 
tagitig atound, them, they chopped the tree doSvn and 
pfCKnjred the flag. Tbeh, triurriphantly, , but riot 
{erectly, they proceeded back to fhrir fruck to ffiahe 
•another. Jimmunittun trip, ; Prior trainitig oyetcanie 
the pride-»‘tf jHisscssioii,. and tbey' turned {die flag 
over to rire batrabon S-> sclici s«jt tt io the .Dnusipn 
G-2. It way a priite ttophy,’ It had been presented 
to the Japanese parachute force three days before. -ta 
jump, and the inscriprion on -it readr 

Tfj Tsuaeharti Shirai [CO of the Lnif], Katoti Shitnpei 
• [Oiganizatton], Even your ottnOst for your Coontr}’. 

KYOSI TOMmdO/t. 

Lieuttn-mf Generaf 
j Occ'ertifief ;.3.9ki. 

Kyr>si Tbraiiiaga was Chief af the Japanese Wat 
Department Pefsonnel Mureau, Attendartr to the 
Wat Minister at Imperial CiHQ, and Clrief o,f the 
Army Merit Investigation Deparrment. The flag tivrw 
hangs in the rpuseum of the Onited States Military 




Or»^ •firf of /la^jrew pittntr strip at Monarowof 

Academy »f West P&ifit, the Uine of its receipt, Ditfeion and reh'iwed the enguifeers and die: artillci^-' 
Major Geiietal F. Wtlby, Superinttndtnt of West north of lhe San Pablo Strip. I'hey were to oortH- 
Poim. stated in a letter Aif acknowledgment: ward and destroy, Avith the coming in hom the: 
eral Swing that if was the ftrst enemy Ofgahisatioiial west^ the Jai^nese forces on Buri Stnp. tlie iiaythertr- 
fiag to be fei.eived 3t the AcademV,^^^^ ^ ^ As they were landing at 

One of our men defending the airstrip at the time BUo, a Japanese sm’ctde plane had srrurfc hne. of 
of the Japanese attack should' appear .in Rrpley’s there transports, smkirrg it, Rwnoval of these Japx- 
“Believc it iM Nol” column. He )'s Wiiiiam M. nese w"As bewming a task, for on the Sth,-,w'e ,re- 
Irvi'tig, a corporal, and he was settmg up a. machine reived word from the '7(i7th Tank Brittahon that the 
gun, wbm a Jap sniper spotted him and cuh lpo.se, ; Japanese had taken Bun Strip with a rorpe of 150 
■The bdllw: ^fljfcJc’a. baridoi^'arf '.'■.meft equipped With heavy mortars, machine gum,, 
tion which svas slung p.ver Itvihg a shoulder, and, and well supplied rv'itfi arnmimstbn. Nc‘t pnjj that, 
ricocheting, struck a hand grenade which be was but the G-2 reported .5 force of one hundred Jips 
carrying in (its hicast-pcickct. By all that is rtomfial headed tow'ard San Pablo Strip No, 2. These were; 
and holy, he should have joined Ins Maker then, the remnants' of the 'Jap l6th' Divusion doing their 
but iBStead, the- pjeiiiide exploded With an outiyard part in the st^c^llcd tpordinatcd attack, 
blast And left him untouched. Six other men stand' ' Joe Rangel, a private best d<lss in the 187th loom- 
ing rteitr by were also nnsuatched Irs'ing w'as the try,, proved himself the higliest type of soldier durtne, 
only man not surprised, but be was used to just this fighting, and did It at the cost of his lowti life, 
this kmd of luc.k> bfe K a pian who had had two White bis conipanyv C, w'as clearing nut Japs on the: 
strearoets in one- jnmji — bh mam and his reserve airship, three of tlie Nips ^,tta«.fced Rangel’s platoon 
both streamed. The reserve hnaJly popped open leader. Joe- acted rapidly and unhesitatingly. He 
sevenpf-fiyg feet from the giound, and the only in- jumped Jn front of his platoon k-ader. between ‘him 
jury he -received was a ^slight hmise on his hip, and the Japs, and .killed ail tiuec of the enemy with 
On fi December, Culond Hililebrand, comroandc his rifle and a grenade. He was inottally , wriiihded 
ijig officer of the I87th Infantry, atrived with the petformidg the heroic deed which saved hiS platoon 
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o£ fliiriiuent were bcin^ afUckcd- Rumor& were fam- more Japs.. This was the beginning, middle, and end 
parit, We heard that the japs had gotten Into the of the jap 26th Division’s part in the so-callcd toOr'' 
hdijpitals, were going vtow'ii the aisles o£ the wards diluted attack. After seven or eight days of tough 
butchering the patients with sabers, and ruthlessly and distasteful ftghriog, the Japanese were finally 
kiUiftg the doctors. As rumors usually * ate, these cleared from the .Buri Strip and the Butaueo area, 
were highly exaggerated. Lieutenant Hurstet of the They had achieved surprise, and a certain small sue- 
187th . had set up a perimeter around the hospital cess in that supply* of the Division w'as interrupted 
with forty men grabbed from tiis ccnjks, supply and gallant soldiers lost Iheir lives — particularly ihe 
personnel, and drivers in the 1 8?th regimental head- troop-carrier and antiaircraft units on Burt Strip, 
quarters. This cordon held and no Japanese pene- Had -the 26tli Divi.sion been able to get through our 
trated it during the flight. The next morning, nine- forces in the mountains and accomplished their part 
reen Japs ^tere found dead outside if, Lietitetiant rn the attack, it is probable that Burauen and the 
Hurster had convinced tfie hospital comraandet by airstrips might have been taken away from us. Cer- 
this tirne that his perirneter would hold, and that the tainJy, the situation would have been much worse, 
evacuation of tbe hospital was uonecessaryA fn the The interlude cost every soldier in the mountains 
morning, patrols sent west across the rice paddies in anywhere from one to' ten pounds of avoirdupofs; 
front of the bosprtal succeeded^m krUmg seventeen and increased a hundredfold his entniiy for the Jap. 



MT. MAJUNAG 



Digitized by 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 






Chapter 7; Leyte: Clearing the Mountains 


T he diary of the Division during this period 
starts off each day with much the same re- 
mark; "Frequent showers during the day, with 
the weather mostly cloudy. Periods of good visi- 
bility were limited.” Cub flights were infrequent and 
troops in the hills were inadequately supplied. For 
many days, three men had only one K ration among 
them. We tightened our belts by notches, and a lot 
of flesh we always thought we needed fell by the 
wayside. We began to shoot only when we saw the 
whites of their eyes — maybe it should be said the 
yellow of their eyes — but some driving force kept 
us fightmg. We were shorter of food than we had 
ever expected to be; our ammunition had to be 
counted by rounds rather than by clips; we suffered 
awaiting medical supplies from the skies which did 
not come; and we hated with a bitter hatred the gods 
that made the weather, the pilots who wouldn’t fly, 
and the powers that sent us into the mountains in 
the first place. The rains still came. The trails were 
sticky, treacherous mud paths. Clothing became 
soaked and rotten, and mud sloshed over the tops of 
boots whose soles rotted after a few days of uncom- 
fortable marching. The night air was penetratingly 
cold, and water we absorbed during the day chilled 
us deeply during the night. 

While the Japanese attack on the Burauen air- 
fields was in progress, the 511th slogged on through 
the pass toward Mahonag. The 2d Battalion of the 
187th Infantry, under the command of Colonel 
Wilson, hiked up the trail from Burauen and re- 
lieved Colonel Shipley and his battalion against the 
force north of Anonang. Shipley and his battalion 
were released and told to follow the north trail to 
Anas. Butch Mueller, the Division G-2, thought this 
trail might lead us into the Japanese supply trail we 
had so long yearned to find. 

The main Jap concentrations in the Leyte moun- 
tains were now fairly well established. One was 
just north of Anonang, confronted and contained by 
Wilson’s 2d Battalion of the 187th. The other was 
around the west of Mahonag — between the 511th 
and the sea. The 511th closed at Mahonag on 7 
December. The long-sought Japanese supply road 
was found just north of Mahonag and across the 
river at the base of Mahonag Mountains. It was a 
peculiar trail — a foot trail widened to the width of 
a jeep, and padded with three- or four-inch logs to 
fabricate a footing in the mucky ground. Its end 
was just north of Lubi, and its beginning, we later 


found, was just above the Talisayan River, on the 
west coast of Leyte. It was decided to cut this supply 
trail at Anas, a deserted village which the map 
showed to be on the western slope of the mountain 
range. Thus we would cut off all Japanese in the 
mountains from their supplies. Accordingly, the 
511th less the 2d Battalion was ordered to proceed 
-to Anas on a trail south of the Jap supply trail. 
Colonel Pearson and his 1st Battalion of the 187th 
were ordered into the mountains from Burauen to 
relieve the 2d Battalion of the 511th. The 2d Bat- 
talion of the 511th was then ordered to close on 
Anas, but to follow the Jap supply trail in doing so. 

It was about this time that Elmer Fryar came to 
our notice. Elmer Fryar, thirty-two years old, was 
from Denver, Colorado. He hated war, but he hated 
the Japs worse. On 8 December 1944, E Company 
was left as the rear guard of the 2d Battalion as it 
moved toward the west. The company was prepar- 
ing to withdraw at dawn and follow the remainder 
of the battalion, and the company commander se- 
lected Elmer’s platoon to cover the withdrawal. Just 
before dawn, the Japs attacked and hit the company 
perimeter. It was a normal Jap morning Banzai 
attack, and there was no call for anyone to do any- 
thing but sit in his foxhole and shoot along the 
previously planned lanes of fire. Fryar saw it differ- 
ently. He crawled out of his foxhole, and scrambled 
to a position behind a log in front of the machine 
guns of his platoon. From this position, he directed 
accurate fire of the machine gunners and mortar 
men, even though he was subjected to a steady 
stream of vindictive fire from the Japs to his front. 
Soon the shattered Japanese attacking force was 
broken and hurled back. 

The sun had now hit the horizon — the horizon is 
higher in the mountains of Leyte than it is elsewhere 
— and grey dawn eerily crept through the notches in 
the hills. One of our soldiers in E Company, his 
head creased deeply by a sniper’s bullet aimed in the 
early morning’s attack, rose and stumbled dazedly 
away from his company and toward the Japanese 
lines. Chivalrous Japanese snipers immediately took 
the staggering target under fire. Rising from his 
position of dubious safety behind the log, Elmer ran 
to the wounded sergeant and solicitously urged him 
to safety behind his log. Then he dressed his gaping 
wound. 

Just at this time, E Company was in the midst of 
its withdrawal and the Japs attacked again. Once 
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denes' into 5 '‘'eeping,Un,eS ;.oF mere bullets, Na otw 
*' ' who has tK>t *’itnjessed this terrible confidence at the 

soidk-r c'an .feaiize the aiigoisb that folk^ws 
The tors priTOfe isintKf Frj«iT, SJjih pwwiTho «<io« fS4 of Mortar thft ptr'wf that bodieS 3Jfe n’nJrtil, after iilh arrbiirfK" 

for galhnMfabaVa aad 6 *irartii m eali of</ut^ :Ol «Ot. No 015C wf )0 ha& XiUt 'vvitllCSStd SUCb ait 

assault can realise the courage of these youngsters 
rnore, Jrirrvef c'alJed .upcrtt, the machine gunners tt) who have volunteeiTd for- danger 
tire where he potntej, and upon the W'rhar cre^cs to The SJ 1th. less the ?d Battalion, arrived at a s|xjf 
lob . them where he said- Attd'once again the japs fust east of the iWfnptfted kreation nt Anas, and wert' 
falteifedy b’altedi and withdrewi Still Elmer had hi.s iinifronted w<»ih. ailarge moutitam, heavily dcferjJeJ 
w'ourvdgd sergeanr with him — now asleep. Now, for . by Japan^e, dug into .».-aves on both sides of the 
the .first time, Efitiet called for help to evacuate the knifedilce./idgt.s svhit h Jed to the peak. Thrs mou/i' 
sergeant.; Aid then tfaroe forwaKl and relieved bini. tain became .know'o :ts Roek Hill. Ther2d Batulioo 
Elmer joineti his platikm Still they were- the rear sfaned out along the Jap Supply trail, 
guard,. The company completed its evacuation, and The trail passed first through a deep canyon. A 
the piltoOh t^ along t.he trail to the swift, wandeimg stream eorrlmanded the le.Ct side 

west, AfStlwmy in t|te platohn coJumn traveled Elmer of the caciyo.tt; and on rhe right vide, the supply trad 
and bife. platoon leadei'., About rntd-momifig,' a Jap picjc-ed its cn-rdurayed way. Deep irs this canyon was 
Mipets^^ Supposedly lutiden, arose and tonfc atm at A Jjtprmesc t:amps.ite, ar least regimeivtai ai si7.e. As 
Elrneys platoon leadeT W hes'itation. Elmer the 2d Battajmit hit the carrrp w-as in the process 
dropped his, ^Share of the wounded soldier -and thresv of being, deserted — perhaps hccaw.se of their advance, 
himsetf in troni of hiv platoon leader. He received oi mavdir in a central retreat in front of the enhre 
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ing utensHs lay att the ^nros^sy gtAwfid rf ^ 
among the degd Awe^ihSjpHing aboVe, all 

\vas thfe si^h'j: of the Japanese Jeserte:! in 

coves andieah'Tos on the,si<Je^ a cany'“)n- Oagge| 
and bound an^ left to die, thesi pitiabie treatures 
would have inspired the rfcTOlted pi the fiercest 
soldier. It was here m this can>*oii that the ITivtSiou 
fitst felt the impact of eoetriy amtlery —Japanese 
1 S5s svhkh hit the column attd cost the hfe.of 'Cap- 
tain Jenkins and the leg of Colo^^ 

Fighttng on the S] I th front was^becowir(g sharper 
and more herce by the day Feeler jrattpls W^ 
tog out the l?m)ts of the Japanese position of 
Hill,. and meager stockpiles of ratfons sttd am 
tioh and medical supplies -were beirig Added td: herr- 
afid there m the hills, - The Commaoding General 
decided that it was time to make the finai, •ail-out 
ptiih through to the sea so the west coast, . and Tptrt- 
mcnCed the redeployment of the. Division in prepafa- 
non for the affatk, D Battery, of the 4>7Hii wys 
(siiovej, to i\lanarawat to p,ro¥lde scGutib' for the 
stnp>. The .'lst Battalion of fh^ i87th had reUeved 
the 2d- Bartalioh at: Anonang sndiwas. tootaihing^^ the 
japafieie force there, Tbe b74th Field .Artillery Bap 
<y.iioft had .ibandonrd t-heir howitzers once and for' 
all ^atid had m<'vcd our to the heights west of Bu- 
faueii to capture if and mop up all Japanese left 
behind m rhe Diviswn ■advance.; They were sup- 
ported with artillery fire by :the 4''7th (less A and 
D Batteries, now at Manarirwat) who were, in posi- 
don in the net paddks ofl. thtr .western outskirts of 
Ihiraiisnc' 7 Tyi; ■ 7' ' ..i ■7T -.T ;'c7;' 

It was dear now that the stiuth'ern sector; of the 
Division w'as relatively safe afid tlear of Japs, 
the tsath was hrdeted ro concentrate in' the Vicinity 
of Manarawat to participafc m the final attack on. 


vfftrt hot ofSpontfl^ M fh* V*S'** 


the Anonang, force after the Mltb pushed through 
to the sei.i The^ U moved by motof from 

Bugbo tbi purayeo, and 'theoce by foot to Patog. 
liegimehtal.head^^^^ 2d Baftalion moved 

by foot frttm ^ Paz to Burauen to Manatawafi drag’^ 
girig -their.Tel^ lumbering carabao hebro^ them, 
PreyiGus tO -this, 3 fo echelon of the 187tb 
Regimental Headquarters had moved to Arionang by 
way of MariatoViiat and ted tak«i cafnrriand Af the 
middle sectec f torn Mahonag to Anotiang; Such were 
the dispositions . On 17 December. The I27th Engh. 
neets Were ordered to die. we&t coast to' find W'here 
the Japanese . Supply trail entered the toountairi.? and 
to widen :h' i's far mto the mountaim aS A’as pru' 
deof preparatory to j'lU'.eling the Stlth %vith arribii- 
htoces and.' trucfes. Thi* 40Hth Quaitermastei {^om- 
piflyr begaiv to .biiftd up a Jump on the west coast, 
fronv which supplies could be drawn when our 
tt»>ps descended from mountams The engi- 
neers located the Jap trail where it ewereJ the rnoan- 
tains froto the Ormc^^ coast and sent the evatr lOca- 
fioii of }t-to;the:Div.isjori Garm and the 5l lth 
Infantry. A quick change was made m- the route 
of advance of the Stltb based on rhe engineer mfor- 
mation when it >yas seen tiuu the previously obulncd 
report of a small recpfinaissarice patrol was inac- 
curate by two ridgeS- : : • V 
As stated before, the Tl 1 fhv their effort to reach 
Arias; had contacted a iatjge number of japs tust west 
of Mahon agy It vras dbvipus that this coocctVtration 
wtudd have. 'to be .di^trdye.d before mcsvmg to the 
.sea. They were tbetefore. dfdVred fi,- .rftt.fck and del 
stroy the Japariese entrenched on Rock HiU, The 
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only approach to Rock HtU ftom the east 

was up a, narrow, thickly wctod.eci ritige iylOO feet 
long and Only S5 feet Wide, ‘ The slopes of, the ridges 
were, very steep, Averaging about sixtj; degrees, and 
the tetfain sux.ronnding the hil) wai rugged, moun- 
tainous Cbtt'htjy composed of these sharp ridges, cov- 
ered with Tain fotest, thick undergrowth, and vegeta- 
tion. The -3d Battalion attacked up the ridge, so 
narrow that, it Was necessaiy*- to attr»^ in column of 
coinpaiiiesv with each cotnpany m column pf piatopps 
in squad columns. Assisted by fire from -A Battery 
of the '4y7thr.in'pPslhofi Manarawap the 5d 

Battalion, fir a blo»3dy assault, seir^^ the hilL This 
was on E Decernber. afid the battalion was otdbred 
to hold its position on' Rocic Hill 4 Ujd thb InH just 
to thfe east. The haft.alion held these two locations 
astride the main Japariese supply route uftdeir a eoo- 
tmual thxce^day attack from exasperated ami fanati- 
cal Ja|>snese; Tate on the afteni^wn of the ICith, 
the 1st Battalion joined The .3^ on Rock Hill, as 
did tegirnental l£) and 20 

Decembiri*, the to clear the Rock 

Hill areadf jips, Ambt^hes were s up and feasted, 
and the J^ips nyere trapp^ a^ large mi'm- 

bets. From the frees dn the top of Rock HiU area, 
the sea on the west coast could be seen. 

With the fnppp'mg up complete in the Rock Hdi 
area, H Cbmpafiy was ordered to ntake a reconnais- 
sance in force of the sharp ridge Si5f»e eight hun- 
dred yards to the west; known sometimes as the 
West Ridge, but mostly as Hacteaw Ridge after 
Hacksaw Holcomb, the commander of the 2d Bat- 
talion who succeeded Colonel Shipley. The ndge 


A fozor-^ekp Qrfitf9r/'bt<zif»i£ ffigit, ffpical of fb* ter/a/n over which 
W0 fovghf pp C9yt9 


was found to be strongly defended. On the 2Pth, 
the 3d Battalion, in - a brilliantly executed attack, 
sehed the ridge. Tfie afe^ made with two 

companies ateeari, H, bn> leit, F rift the. tight. I 
Company. led b)c C |am«s |. Tpth.. yta$ forced 
to defend an almost perpendicular cliff -and- scale 
ar.othec almost as bad in order to, get intc} position. 

As .soon as the Jd Battalion seized die ridge, 
the 2d Battalioh was ordered forward and passed 
through the 3d Batution, continuing the attack -along 
the tidge agaihsf extremely heavy resistance. F Oim- 
puny of the 188th srtived at Mahonag and relieved 
the 2d Battalion of the I87th in their security tnis- 
ston, and they were ordered to join the 51Uh on 
Hacksaw Ridge prepared to pass through the 2d 
Battaliori of die 5llth and attack through to the 
cOaSt; Before dawri on 2’2 Dfesrembet, howeyef, thb 
2d Battalion ,of the 5 1 1 th attacked under cover of 
darkness, spit f red Ob by a reiuctante to allow the 
187th to pass thiOugh and .snatch the glory of the 
last breakthfough attack. The Japanese: had never 
been banzaied before. The 2d Battalion found them 
in their htifiks. Such as they were, and slaughtered 
over two htindfed of them before they could organ- 
ize their defense. The attack became a rout with 
only ssliper fire met from there on. The 511(h was 
halted, and the 2d Battalion of the J87th, which 
had just arrived, avas ordered to pass through them 
and proceed to the coastal plain and make contact 
witli the 7th Infantry Division. On the afternoon 
of the 22d, the batmUpn conracted a battalion of the 
?2d Infantry Regiment in position on one of the 
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foothills of the Onnoc coastal plain. At the foot 
of this hill they found the truck road which the 
engineers had been working on, and the push to the 
coast was accomplished. On 17 December, G Com- 
pany of the 5 1 1th had also contacted the 32d Infan- 
try at the completion of a harrowing and exhausting 
reconnaissance through the enemy lines to the coast. 
The 511th was ordered to secure the route from 
Mahonag to the coast until all wounded had been 
evacuated from Mahonag Hospital and until all 
Japanese that could be located in the mountains of 
their sector were destroyed. On Christmas Day, the 
511th had its faith in Santa Claus restored when it 
was relieved from action and sent back to its base 
camp at Bito Beach. The 2d Battalion of the 187th 
assumed the mission of mopping up from its base 
at the head of the Talisayan River. 

It was time now to destroy the Jap pocket north 
of Anonang before the Division could announce its 
mission accomplished. The 1st and 2d Battalions of 
the 511th and the 2d and 1st Battalions of the 187th 
had, in turn, become engaged with this large force 
of Japanese dug in about 1,400 yards northwest of 
Anonang. In each case, patrols probing the position 
had been hit hard by Jap sniper and automatic hre, 
and it was realixed that a coordinated attack in force 
would be necessary to destroy the force. 

Earlier the decision had been made to avoid the 
major engagement which would have resulted if 
this force were attacked in earnest since such a battle 
would seriously have delayed the breakthrough to 
the coast. It was apparent, though, that if we cut 
off the supplies of this Jap force, it would be easier 
to eliminate it. The 187th less the 2d Battalion was 
therefore ordered to contain the force and prevent its 
movement to the south while the 511th moved to the 
sea. Now that a junction had been made with the 
7th Division, the time had come to liquidate the 
Jap position at Anonang. The enemy-held area was 
on two parallel ridges. On the first ridge, there were 
sixty-four spiderholes, eight to ten feet deep for indi- 
vidual riflemen.. Eight and heavy MGs were dug in 
on both ridges with overhead cover and interlock- 
ing fields of fire. The Japs had a bivouac area in 
the rear of the position capable of accommodating 
a regiment. Here there were also cached large stores 
of ammunition and supplies. The entire area was 
camouflaged with the devilish ingenuity so typical 
of Jap installations. They would cut the center out 
of a bamboo thicket, insert a machine gun, and re- 


store the thicket with such painstaking care that one 
could walk within two feet of the nest and never 
know it. They would tie bushes about themselves, 
climb into trees, and blend with the foliage so well 
that we never knew there was a sniper there until 
he opened up. The rear ridge, where the Japs were 
most thickly dug in, was Imown as Purple Heart 
Hill, because of the many casualties we suffered 
assaulting it. 

Colonel Tommy Mann, commanding the 2d Bat- 
talion of the 188th Infantry, had been probing the 
position for three days, searching for some unde- 
fended, or weakly defended, avenue of approach into 
the position. The answer was always the same: there 
was none. Meanwhile, the 1st Battalion of the 187th 
Infantry had pulled back from Anonang, turned 
north, and in a wide encirclement, had ended up 
north of the Jap position, facing south. To the west 
of Colonel Pearson’s battalion was the Reconnais- 
sance Platoon which, under Captain Bud Ewing, had 
traveled along the slopes of Mt. Lobi in an effort 
to determine how far to the north the Japanese 
position extended. They had ascertained that the 
position extended to the west rather than to the 
north, and had taken position on the northwest cor- 
ner of the position. It was calculated that F Com- 
pany of the 188th, now at Mahonag, could move 
down the supply trail from Mahonag to the Ano- 
nang position and arrive in time to establish an 
ambush to trap fleeing remnants if our attack was 
successful. 

A coordinated attack was ordered on 26 Decem- 
ber. The 2d Battalion of the 188th, in position on 
a hill southwest, and across a gorge from Purple 
Heart Hill, pulled out of position and headed away 
from the Japs, leading them to believe that the bat- 
talion was moving out of the area, as had two bat- 
talions before them. Hidden in a narrow, steep- 
sided river bottom, however, they doubled baek on 
the Japs, moved up along the wooded side of a ridge 
and went east up a rocky gully onto the southern 
slope of Purple Heart Hill. Then the battalion 
turned left and moved up to the Jap position. The 
south slope of the hill up which they attacked was 
so steep that the men had to pull themselves up 
hand over hand on vines and bushes. The lead troops 
encountered fierce resistance from the dug-in Japs. 

Captain Holloway, who commanded A Battery, 
457th, which had dropped into Manarawat Strip, 
was with the leading platoon. He and his forward 
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obsetver party moved up to ivith'io tiyaity-five i-'urrher 'scarth of the area disdosed 2^H Jap bodtes- 

of the Japs apd do’i<fn artiilery concenlia' chere in additiao to many fragment* of bodrea,, arms, 

tjotis on the startled Nips. Ait that nighr and the and legs mangled by artillery hre We also found 
next day the arliUery. inortars> and mathme guns m the Purple Heart Hill area the end of the mam 
pfjunded, the Japs,- On the 27th the 2d B3tt.=iIiou Japr supply trail which v^OeinJ over the ittlk and 
stottned Purple Heuit Hill and sts^yjd atop it. They through gullies from Ormne Hay to Anonang. The 
got theie at du.sk .and had not tune to dig in, no they extensive pieparartorts fot the defense of the area, 
octsipicd* for the night the old 'positions from ss'hidi and the supply tr.ail terminal, i.itdicated that this 
the Japs iwd been so recently evicted. Anonang p>osition was probably that o.f thc.Jap 2'6th 

The japi ivho were nut killed .suttered to the Division command- post, 
north and west. Those moving to the north ran into Hadier in the campaigit our palrols had reported 
the 1st fJattahtm of the lH7tii which had . attiteked sentries walking about the area yviHx fixed biiyonets. 
southward aloog the gprg*. wiphtg but fbe Jap.s fturn this tirne oty there was no fufthpC, 'Organized 
tbe.rein. Those fleemg, to the west tan into the ant: ; tesistarree to the Oivksion /rme hf resfitm.sifcihty on 
rljitib .’which IFCo!mpanyto.f-the.lfi8th, retuminjg frbjtf;';- 

fdjahdOag after 'die eVilaiatton of tlw; Mahonag: 'Chfistmas Day wasobservi^J In the ^ 

wouHd«J,. had been ordered to establish on the old ways. Ten thousand freslrrutkey rations were drawn 
Jap supply trad. by the DiVisipn Quarlcrfriastor for Civisrmas dinnet. 

The bloody battle of Purple Htsut-HHJ .was ovetov. The'men in the hills,, where kitchens were not avaif 
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able, reteived canned bMcd turkey and tbeit- f 
turkey’ was served svhen they came back to tbe base 
camp ar the beach. 

The Japs seemed to tike torke)' toO- Part pi Hk 
P 7^th \ius af Catabagan on Christmas Eve;, ami WSuk: 
them' w'AS op carol tng or exchanging .of ' gifts the 
met! were .sti|! in high spirits, '^e Japs attacked the 
perimeter abetut 1130 thinking, no doubt, thar every- 
one vvoul'd be asleep and dreamh'iig of :cggnhg_ 
e-asy chaus . Surprised Japs tbeji' were to fed 
Lieutepani Weltph, observer from the 437th 

on posiriO'ft on SHraoErt, had previously boxed in'tbe 
perirnetet wilh : andle-fy concentrations.' Sad- 'st; ere 
the Japs to learn tfiat wherever they moved pn the 
perifivetct^ trying tp gpl in, artillery rounds w$fe fere 
to follow.: Finding that they were not ’welcome and 
that the Christmas spirrt. did not really prefeil at 
Catabagfe, the Japs kfr, cartying their dead atnd 
■wounded with them; back t<i their: Cdtristhias dinner 
of fisheyes and rice. : ’ 

Red. Gross packages comaining feok:j,^ and 
agarettes were dropped by ifa|s<3p planes tp the 
troops,. Mail, was dehyet'fe vvheo'ever ftw^as reedved, 
but a spteial .etfortewas made to get mail and pack- 
ages to the f award elements pf ihe pivisipn on 
Chfistmas; Otix jumphig and lulahg chaplaias vrere 
at alt' tfees W'ith the ftant-hoe tfPops arid conducted 
seiwiceS' as' fat;- fonvard -as Was possible: Gener.tl 
MacArthur s Christm,as Eve corompniqu^ reyealetl 
for the Erst tfee that the 1 Ifh Airbome had been 
carrying on much of the heavy* fighting on Leyte, If 
said; *'Giperatjng .in the cepttal mountain regions 
southeast of Ormoc, the 1 1th Airborne has been 
waging aggeessive warfare along -a wide seetpe. The 
Divriife: has annihilated all resistance :w»rhin the 
area':'-' 

The bafld, tcK», otaderits Way mtrxtbc hills. Armed 
with iits tru'Sty tmtnpets, clariiiets. horns, guitars, and 
saxpphpats it. trudged up rp the iiospitals at Ma.na- 
rawat- and treated the wounded to' 

jam sessions. The hmid also played for troops along 
its route of advani.e.' Amy Japs observing Mr., fierg.- 
lunJ ami his men .rooviijgWtphg the trails must have 
thought sve iveie btingfeg Up ncM- secret weapan.s 
ranceiiiedfebiackleafherc4ses. 

A fret the successful attack at Antmdtig. rpost of 
the upifs wfep withdrawn to the beach. The g74th 
and P73fh Artillery Battalions . stiil .scouted anti . 
patrolled the feistem approaches to the Leyte hflis 
and rhe ■’i37th Corttinaed to supporf' thiew. with artil- 



a circus grovf*6. bof i^anarowat cofrg»/Mf with iyp^writmr 

lejy' fee. The 152d AA Battalion carried on its relay 
starifes as ir had done throughout the entire Leyte 
operaHon.:- :But by 9 January even these units were 
hack cfe the, beach readying themselves, for the next 
.operation. 

Leyte biid been, put itsost efecienf tt’dfhfeg ground. 
It proved h> us that tfe pripcipfe we learned 
from the days of bdrio training ai through 

oiif adsfetied. fe trainfeg period tfi, New Guinea 
W'efe feuodf '.It taught us the rieed few: tecynnats^ 
sapfel coyer and concealment, digging in, conserva- 
tfen of focid, watetf and ammun,itt*>n. More than 
fhat.it showed, us that The Angels were tougher and 
«.>ugfef feah the best dye Japs fed to offer. The 
retPrd loofeed gofeli |ap> c<»uht^^^ dead during 
thecampaigii iind:i4- feKonefs .rif ratio ot 

mefey.;ki4!Pd to L>iv:rsicm KIA^ 4 

bfer: wete sfe of the ,.! tfh Airborne 

overawed -by rfek. T'hey respected 'it hut realize 
thaf since we were ah, fighting the sa'nie war we fn.u.st: 
have something in cofenoj) with all soldiers, regard' 
less of the nVunbfefef stapp <w a man's coUar;. Tw'o 
men from, ,M Gfejpiife, Tilth, Private First Class 
Feuereisen and Private First Class Merisieki, 'W'ere 
iuteresred in .feding out 'Why .the- 1 Ifh' Aitborne had 
npt recfjved niore plibli'tity for ih.e fenoOnt i)f hght- 
ingpit had been doing. . . ' 

; It was around the middle of December and we 
were stiU in the ffhek Of Combat, Peuerbisen ahu 
^^eris^ek^. had .been- fe tiie hl(l,s wiife the 5.Ll th! liad 
been' woutided, asd were sept .feck fa the fear, Re- 
covaed, they were put on n detail at Tru ioifen'Sfn'p 
packagafg and .ffedmg supfdies fex p4T dtops to 
out troops 'm thc^ triOontairis. They went Jiyfe Tado- 
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Whenever the slightest break in the weather oc- 
curred, the biscuit bombers would be up and into 
the hills. They made continuous trips dropping per- 
sonnel, rations, medical supplies, or ammunition. 
Carabao trains fought their way as far as Mana- 
rawat, but proved to be too slow and too easily 
exhausted. Every unit was employed performing 
essential tasks and some functioned far differently 
than they had been trained; witness the artillery, 
engineers and special troops who fought as infantry, 
and the AA Battalion which maintained radio relay 
outposts. 

Many of the Division received awards for their 
outstanding performances. In addition to the Medal 
of Honor awarded to Private Elmer E. Fryar, Com- 
pany E, 511th Infantry, there were 96 Silver Stars, 
6 Soldier’s Medals, 423 Bronze Stars, and 90 Air 
Medals bestowed upon the Angels. 

Bito Beach was to be our home for a few weeks. 
The entire Division closed in the area by 1 5 January 
for rest, recuperation, and reorganization. 

Each unit had left or sent a detail back to the 
beach to prepare its area for the arrival of the 
troops. Pyramidal tents were lined up and frames 
constructed. Each ijian had a cot which seemed like 
sheer luxury after the many sleepless nights in the 
muddy foxholes of the mountains. 

Food kept getting better and better. For the time 
being, at least, K, C, and 10-in- 1 rations were for- 
gotten and we tore into fresh meat and vegetables. 
Weight lost during the meatless and sometimes food- 
less days in the hills was quickly put back on our 
skinny frames. Messhalls, those large bundles of 
tarpaulin covered bamboo poles, were far more com- 
fortable than sitting on the ground eating rain 
diluted food under dripping trees. Fresh meat was 
not always available, however, and one unit, not to 
be defeated by such a sinful oversight on the part 
of our supply agencies, went the limit in its fresh- 
meat quest. The unit decided that since carabao had 
proven themselves entirely unsatisfactory as beasts 
of burden they might have some practical use. One 
was purchased, butchered, and eaten. But even as 
hamburgers, carabao was no good. It was so tough 
that although we could chew it, we couldn’t beat 
it down enough to swallow. 

Our front yard at Bito was the beach of Leyte 
Bay, and we made full use of it. We became 
adept at riding the breakers and, tiring of that, we 



stretched _ out on the sand and grabbed what little 
sun broke through the ever-present clouds. We 
played ball there, drank our ration of beer, and even 
did a little running and calisthenics. Soon our bodies 
became tanned and strong again, and the hectic days 
in the hills became a painful, but dim memory. 

We fixed up our pyramidals and did a lot of sack 
work in the afternoon. Each tent had its own Fili- 
pino boy although there wasn’t much he could do 
with our limited supply of furnishings. In the even- 
ings there were movies, outdoors of course, or by 
candlelight we read or wrote to our neglected wives, 
families and female correspondents. We were issued 
new clothing and new equipment to replace battered 
items that we had taken through' the hills. 

And, of course, we trained. We learned what we 
had done wrong in our recent campaign and found 
out what we could do in the future to correct it. 
We remembered that we had mad^ successful night 
attacks on sleeping Japs and decided that we would 
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do weli: to use same technique in the future. We 
|K3lish(to wp. ottr various tarlmtquc-s and skills, - 
The artillery went info position atortjg the beach' 
to jget hist shots at any Jap ships attempting to 
come toto the bay and surprise us. There were stilf 
some few- Japs lurjcmg' about so we patrolled the 
Division area to hunt them down, 

' We had a Divistoh resueW at which we met and 
received awards, from tjeneral EicbelbergtSr; CG of ' 
the Eighth Army to svhich we had been transferred 
for out next mission. Here for the first time did 
WC meet the hem of the Sansnaoda Trad on which 
we had trained in New Guinea'. The tcvtew was 
oa the beach in front of Division Headquarters and 
it wa$ probably the fifsc leview we svet stood wi'to 
wean hteakcps lAppiog at our toes.' General Uichdr 
berger seemed pleased to have uS os a pact of his 
relatively new Eighth Army, - In a short tnformai 
talk at Division Headquarters, tJto Eighth Army CG , 
recalled that we'wece ktiown at Oro Bay as ''Cierieral 
Swing and his eight thoiwnd thiei'es." He also 


remembered that at the "Battle of' Cape Sudest’’ we 
infiltrated past the MP perrmeter into the W.AC 
comp and "anyone who can do that is good etiough 
for me." . < . 

I::,.'. “ 

■' Rumors w'ere bandied about as to what was going 
to happen- to us next, tuzon lud 'already been in- 
vaded by the Sixth Army cm ^ January 1945 at Lin- 
gayen Golf and we hadn't been ih o,fl it. Were the 
powerS'thattoe forgetting tlie biKst Division in the 
Army 5 Ah no, we were to get out chance. . ' / • . ^ 
Qminously we started to study the terrain ‘of 
Southern Luzon. We got handboofcs to read and pass 
ou; we had lectures by company commanders on 
vegetatfOJH dmiatc (we were overjoyed to find that 
the dey was at hand on Luxon), terrain and 

the fwtivesj; we studied sandtables of the ixea from 
N't^gbw east to Batangas and north h> Manila. Any 
mmotji that came out of this parlicutjw phase were 
prolrubly correct. We were going «hto' Southern 
Luzon, . 
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Chapter 8: Nasugbu to Manila 


O N 22 January 1945, seven days after return- 
ing from the Leyte mouhtains, the Division 
Gjmmander received FO No. 17, Eighth 
Army, alerting us for the impending operation on 
Luzon. We immediately published our own warning 
order setting into action the wheels which would 
take us into Luzon. 

From the 22d on, we moved rapidly. Forgotten 
were our swimming and sunnings, our extracurricu- 
lar sack time, our card games in rain-beaten tents. 
We were getting ready to go back into combat. From 
all the rumors that floated down, we thought things 
were going to be rough. And by the time that G-2 
information came to us, we knew that we had been 
thinking correctly. We heard about Nasugbu, Batan- 
gas, Mt. Aiming, Tagaytay Ridge, the Genko Line, 
Nichols Field, Fort McKinley, Cavite, and Manila. 

In terse, confident, military language. Field Order 
No. 17 told us that 

llth A/B will land one regimental combat team on 
X-day at H-hour in the Nasugbu area, seize and defend a 
beachhead; 311th Parachute Regimental Combat team will 
be prepared to move by air from Le]rte and Mindoro bases, 
land by parachute on Tagaytay Ridge, effect a junction 
with the force of the llth A/B Div moving inland from 
Nasugbu; the llth A/B Div, reinforced, after assembling 
on Tagaytay Ridge will be prepared for further action to 
the north and east as directed by Commanding General, 
Eighth Army. 

That was the order for which we had been wait- 
ing. X-day was 31 January 1945, and H-hour was 
0815. The Division staff conferred with the Navy 
who would take the ground elements of the Division 
to Luzon for the beach landing and with the Air 
Corps who would take the parachute elements to 
Mindoro, staging area for the Tagaytay Ridge jump. 

Our original mission as outlined by Eighth Army 
never mentioned Manila. Because our organic equip- 
ment was light, because we had few vehicles, and 
because the strength of Japanese resistance was un- 
known, the entire operation was initially limited to 
a reconnaissance in force. Sixth Army was advanc- 
ing rapidly toward Manila from the north and shov- 
ing the Japs south. We were the force that was to 
block the Jap escape routes to the south. We were 
to find out what the Japs had in Southern Luzon, 
and, if General Eichelberger thought it practicable 
to advance on Manila, we would do so. 

On 24 January, our own Field Order No. 10 was 
published, setting down in detail the Division plan 


for carrying out Eighth Army’s order. It had all the 
information each unit needed to know exactly what 
part it was to play in the impending invasion of 
Southern Luzon. It provided for a dry run of the 
first three waves on the 26th. On that day, the first 
three waves loaded, pushed out into Leyte Bay, and 
then came roaring back at Bito Beach. The practice 
was successful; the remaining elements loaded up 
and were off for Nasugbu on the 27th. 

The convoy consisted of the command ship Spen- 
cer, four APDs, destroyers from which personnel 
were landed in LCPs, thirty-two LCIs, eight LSMs 
and six LSTs. There were also eight LCIs carrying 
a part of the 511th RCT which would leave us at 
Mindoro. Admiral Fletcher commanded this shoe- 
string task force and gained the affection and grati- 
tude of the Division through his capable planning 
and operation of the mission. 

Meanwhile the 511th, 457th, and one platoon of 
the 221st Medics had gone by LCI and C-46 to 
Mindoro. There the RCT was to wait until orders 
were received to load up and make the first sizeable 
combat jump of the Division. Mindoro was a relief 
from Leyte. It was hot and dry, and while we slept 
in the sand along a river and ate 10-in-l rations, 
we were satisfied with the life of ease which gave 
us a chance to catch up on our sleep after the rush 
of the previous few days. The 511th RCT was to 
jump in three waves on Tagaytay on 3 and 4 Feb- 
ruary, provided that the Division Commander be- 
lieved contact could be made between the beach force 
and the ridge force within twenty-four hours. When 
the CG decided such a contact could be guaranteed, 
and only then, said GHQ, the 511th RCT would 
go in. 

The 31st of January, X-day for Operation Mike 
VI, was clear; visibility was excellent. The convoy 
arrived at dawn off shore at Nasugbu Bay. We could 
see the white beaches and the town of Nasugbu; we 
could see the green mountains of Southern Luzon; 
we could wonder what the Nips had there waiting 
for us. At 0715 the Navy began shelling our landing 
area. Red Beach, from destroyers and rocket-firing 
LCIs. They continued pounding the area for an 
hour. It was reminiscent of Fourth of July back 
home what with the boom of the destroyers’ guns 
and the swish of the rockets. But it sounded good 
to us; knowing that we would soon land where the 
shells were landing. Stomach butterflies nervously 
flapped their wings. 
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At 0815 the shelling ceased and the first wave of 
eight LCVPs carrying part of the 1st Battalion of 
the 188th chugged ashore. The men piled out, waded 
through the surf, waddled up the sand of the beach 
into which they sank above their ankles, and headed 
for Nasugbu, the initial objective, 1,500 yards away. 
There was light sporadic machine-gun fire and a few 
scattered rounds of artillery from caves on Nasugbu 
Point on the north flank and San Diego Point on 
the south flank. Patrols were immediately sent to 
both flanks to eradicate them. 

The 1st Battalion, 188th, was chosen to lead the 
assault ashore for a very good reason. Lieutenant 
Colonel LaFlamme was commanding the battalion 
at the time. He had spent part of his peacetime mili- 
tary career at Fort McKinley, just outside of Manila, 
and had spent many a weekend with his wife at 
Nasugbu on the beach. He knew the area well. 

The 1st Battalion, 188th, was followed by the 2d 
Battalion, 188th, in LCVPs and LCIs. C Company 
was dispatched to the north to capture the Jap posi- 
tions at Nasugbu Point and E Company was sent 
to the south to capture the enemy positions at San 
Diego Point and to secure our flanks. 

Meanwhile the 188th (less C and E Companies) 
was moving rapidly inland. By 0945 the town of 
Nasugbu and its airstrip was in our hands. At first 
there was little resistance to our landing because the 
Japs, in keeping with their overall defense of Luzon 
plan, were pulling back into prepared positions in 
the hills to engage us in a ' 'knock-down-drag-out” 
fight. 

Nasugbu was relatively untouched by the war and 
was the first town of any consequence that we had 
seen since we left the States. It was complete with 
village square and bandstand, the site of the first 
Division CP on Luzon. 

After we had arrived in the town, European men 
and women, refugees from the bombing and burn- 
ing of Manila, were on hand with the Filipinos to 
give us a tumultuous welcome. Precious food stocks, 
bananas, eggs, chickens, and papayas carefully 
hoarded for this very occasion were brought out for 
us. Everywhere "Veectoree!” and "God Bless You!” 
were on the tongues of the shouting, laughing, cry- 
ing people. "Mabuhay!” they said and "Mabuhay!” 
we answered — "Hooray!” 

Unfortunately we couldn’t stop. The Japs were on 
the run and we had to take advantage of their being 
oflF balance. We moved on to the huge, sprawling 


Sugar Central, about six miles east of Nasugbu, and 
found it almost wholly intact. From Filipinos we 
learned that a seven-man Jap demolition squad had 
entered the buildings, had planted explosives and 
had been set to blow the Central sky high when Fate, 
in the guise of a stray destroyer shell, intervened. 
That errant missile happened to land nearby and 
the Japs, figuring we would subsequently destroy 
the Central, withdrew to healthier regions. 

By 1050 the 188th had captured the Central, but 
had no intention of destroying it. We saw there 
the first railroad we’d seen since we left the U. S. 
It was small, three sizes larger than a Lionel electric 
train. But it worked, and we immediately put it into 
use hauling our supplies. Even some of our troops 
were carried from the beach up to the Sugar Cen- 
tral on the pint-sized railroad. While it left much 
to be desired in the way of accommodations, it was 
better than walking. 

The original landing was designed as a strong 
recotmaissance to be made by one regimental combat 
team and was to be exploited only if there was little 
resistance. Not until noon did the Army Commander 
decide to exploit the landing. Finally General Eichel- 
berger, who was aboard the USS Spencer and who, 
with his staff, had accompanied the Division to 
Luzon, ordered General Swing to land the remainder 
of the Division and proceed to Manila. We were on 
the way! 

General Swing ordered the remainder of the divi- 
sion, which had been a floating reserve, ashore. 
When the 1st Battalion, 187th, landed, it was at- 
tached to Colonel Soule’s 188th. The remainder of 
the 187th landed, relieved C and E Companies of 
the 188th in their attacks on the flanks of the beach, 
and assumed responsibility for the operation and 
defense of Nasugbu. One battery of the 674th re- 
mained to support the 187th in the defense of the 
port, and Battery A, 102d AAA AW Battalion and 
the 152d AA-A'T Battalion landed and set up anti- 
aircraft defenses of the beach. 

At 1400, General Swing, satisfied that the Navy 
had accomplished its mission of bringing us ashore, 
notified Admiral Fletcher that he was prepared to 
assume command of the operation. Few of the 
Angels realized that for a short time they were com- 
manded by an admiral. 

The remainder of the Division continued to land 
— ^but not without some difficulty. Off shore of Red 
Beach about one hundred yards was a sand bar which 
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prevented some of the landing craft from passing 
over it. The LCIs could get to within thirty yards 
of the beach, but the LSTs carrying our vehicles and 
heavy equipment could not get over the first sand 
bar. Trucks had to be winched ashore by bulldozers 
on the beach. To solve the problem we had the 
Navy wait until midnight when high tide would 
permit passage over the sand bar. But even so, some 
of our vehicles, rolling off the LSTs, sank heavily 
beneath the gentle waves. Our previous water proof- 
ing had helped but still would not enable 2l/^-tons 
to float. 

The 188th had continued rapidly inland in typical 
airborne fashion — on foot. By 1430 it was eight 
miles from the beach and at the Palico River bridge. 
The advance had been so swift that the Japs who 
had the steel-trussed span mined were caught on the 
far side of it. They attempted to get to their deto- 
nator but our fire from the west bank of the Palico 
killed six and forced the rest to withdraw toward 
Tagaytay Ridge. Capture of the bridge intact allowed 
us to keep moving ahead. Its destruction would have 
seriously delayed us since our engineers did not have 
the equipment to replace it. By-passing would have 
been difficult because the Palico River flows in a 
deep, steep-sided canyon, as do most of the Luzon 
Rivers. 

The weather was going to be in our favor during 
this campaign. The days were warm and clear and 
the nights cool, sometimes uncomfortably so. It 
seemed never to rain, and we, the mud-rats of Leyte, 
could hardly believe it. Here when we walked we 
left a cloud of dust instead of the ripples we had 
left in the not so terra firma of Leyte. What vehicles 
we got ashore bounced over the rocky roads leaving 
dust clouds instead of wakes. It seemed incredible 
that now the only use for our ponchos was as pillows. 

Our route of advance was along Highway 17 
which wound eastward up from Nasugbu to Palico, 
past Tumalin, through the defile between the high 
peaks of Mt. Batulao on the south and Mt. Cariliao 
on the north, through Aga, and up onto the Taga)rtay 
Ridge; it turned north at the east end of Tagaytay 
Ridge and started down hill gently to Imus then it 
turned northeast through Paranaque into Manila. 
The area from Nasugbu to Tagaytay Ridge was 
mountainous and cut by many deep, heavily wooded 
gorges. Once off the road, we could travel by foot 
only and even then, movement was difficult. High- 
way 17 itself was suitable for two-way traffic al- 


though the roadbed from Nasugbu to Tagaytay was 
rough and rocky. 

By 1800, on 31 January, the 188th was at Tumalin 
and still advancing. The 675th and 674th (minus 
one battery) , had moved forward to Palico and had 
gone into firing positions to support the further 
advance of the 188th. The four assault guns of D 
Battery, 457th, were up at the head of the 188th. 
The 127th Engineers had removed the demolitions 
from the Palico River Bridge and had strengthened 
other bridges which the Japs had weakened. The 
Division CP, following close behind the assault ele- 
ments, was set up in the Palico Barracks at 1600. 

Beyond Tumalin, Highway 17 ascended more 
rapidly and soon the 188th found themselves going 
through narrow defiles, perfect spots from which 
the Japs could defend. The road was bordered by 
steep, wooded banks which canalized the movement 
of our troops. 

By this time we had the Japs confused, off balance, 
and retreating. Halting at dark would have given 
the enemy the chance he needed to reorganize. And 
so we shoved on by the light of a full moon. At 
midnight the 1st Battalion, 187th, passed through 
the 188th to which it was attached, and continued 
to advance along Highway 17 toward Tagaytay 
Ridge. The battalion met occasional Jap small delay- 
ing parties but brushed them aside with flanking 
patrols and continued the march. At about 0100 on 
the 1st, the Division halted briefly to reorganize, but 
at 0300 was again on the way. 

We were now approaching the Mt. Cariliao-Mt. 
Aiming-Mt. Batulao defile. Mt. Cariliao rises 2,100 
feet on the north side of the road and Mt. Batulao 
2,700 feet on the south. At the foot of Mt. Cariliao 
was Mt. Aiming, some 1,200 feet high. It was a 
mound separate and distinct from Cariliao and like 
the two taller mountains was densely wooded. The 
three peaks afforded the Japs a perfect defensive 
position from which to oppose any troops coming up 
the road and as we neared the defile we found that 
the Japs had not neglected to utilize and improve 
the position. As we made contact, they opened fire 
with machine guns, mortars, and small arms. In 
many cases, from caves and tunnels close to the road, 
the Japanese threw grenades onto the highway. 

Dog Battery, 457th, moved up to assist in the 
attack. The prime movers for its four pack 75s had 
been lost during the landing and the battery was 
forced to move the guns by hand. The guns had 
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1 S 8 th,: pusteiJ thrNiigb: Aod joined then? on tJte sum- 
mit, iTom thwe they ^ look dcAvn. the throats 
of the; japSs.ft js troe^ but at the s the moun- 

taifi on yvhii’h they sat stood -out dite a shrc thoitib. 
aod it t€i‘etved the attenlioo y£ tl\e j^p artilletvv 
' . Seizmg;Mh Aiming and split ;fhe Japanese- 

posttkin* While rhe lst;ifettiaiion held its posftidn: 
on the north rlantc, the ; regiment moved ^ 
with thiee battalions Abreast The 2 d: Battalion? 
l 8 Sth, iTii 5 ved. quickly south of the road, crossed ja 
deep gorge, on fcte right ;daafc , of 

the regiment, attacked the jap fKisMon bemeen Mt 
Batulao and- Highway 1 7, The Ist: .Battalion^ T kTtlii 
mcryed in between the twt) battallotis of the s^^th 
and, as the center bahaUooi attacked eastward astride 
the toad, By dark they had almost reached Aga. 

Meanwhile, the Eectmnsissaoce Platoon under 
i,jeiitenant George Skau;, mor-ed toward Tagayfay 
Ridge on a trail north of Mb Cariliao to determine 
the strength of Japs On qur north flank. By the time 
we had gotten to ManOa the Recon Platoon had 


Th» Pollto Sirar iridga, whpta smUura laiati on t foii-oor/ . 1 J4i 
«»onr imiefc fo Biit' ntpid tt^oae* o>i MenOo 


been moving with the advance gnard butnbw moved 
on up with; tlie point vvHen it was held bp aiid by 
direct ,Iaying--^shac*tirig from the hip, D Battery 
called it— the assiidf out automatic 

weapons jfiocth and south, pf the : toad :; Slower how, 
the column moved, iowsfd; Aga?; duckin sporadic 
rifle fire,; ; ■■ I-;,;,. 

The first fire; had stopped us oh what appeared to, 
be fbe jap OPtR. Now we were smack, up against 
their MLR across Highway 17,; ft was hinged oh 
Mt. Aiming and ahehored oa'Batuiaci .a^ t^iariliab. 
The jap MLR consisted of cavef, dugoufs, ahd tank 
traps ail interconnected by zig-xag trehebes. We.;a| 3 “^^ 
privachetl the position at dawn aitd found that tfwxe' 
was, enemy ajtiilery m the areg too r; .T .japs 
bracketed ;the. high vvay with slielH ffofii ;lS-?s, ?yss. 
?5s and 37s from positions north- andieast of Mt 
Aiming-. This line seemed lo be. the po.sitipK' to 
which the Nips liad been retreating, since we landed; 
it hits- evident riorv they w'ece ready to fight. 

The 1 Hath, reinforced by the 1st Battalibn, -187111. 
and ;supporfed. by the (>74th and A73tb, deplayed and 
attacked. \Ve called on the Air Corpse and on the 
mornihg of the 1st the Fifth Air Force fighters and 
A-20s blasted and the enemy position. At 

-aisaut novlri: A.CompRn)’ of the IBKih broke thrOugih 
the Jap position and diarged up-Mi. Airnirig, blast- 
ing japs on the way In so dOihg, A -Company was, 
Sepatafed from the temainder of the Lvr BartahiM), 
and tur of? andlsedateJL fnirri the ryst ot the attack 
;ing: force for mokt of the afternoon The Jap*-, aware 
of the irnportiiriCe of Mt Aiming attacked A Gam 
pany repeatedly,. but -.oiild not Jo.lodge rhein from 
the hiil, At loOO the femamd-er af the Jsr Battaljon, 
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spent more time behind the Jap lines than they had 
in front of them. 

At the same time, the pathfinders of the 511th 
Infantry under Lieutenant Hover moved out to pass 
through the enemy lines, reach Tagaytay Ridge, and 
remain concealed, prepared to mark the jump field 
for the 511th drop on the morning of the 3d. 

The 188th and 1st Battalion, 187th, were advanc- 
ing so rapidly up Highway 17, that General Swing 
decided that if the 511th were brought in on the 
morning of the 3d, the regiment could easily be 
contacted within twenty-four hours by the other ele- 
ments of the Division. The decision was made to 
bring in the 511th RCT on the morning of the 3d. 
To assure clarity of orders and situation, the G-3 flew 
to Mindoro by Cub plane on the 2d to issue the nec- 
essary orders to Colonel Haugen, commanding the 
511th. 

Already much had been done by the Division in 
the twenty-eight hours since it had been ashore. It 
had unloaded all its combat equipment, established 
a port and an airport (the first plane, an L-5 piloted 
and flown by Captain MacLeod from Leyte to Min- 
doro to Luzon had landed at Nasugbu Strip on the 
31st), had advanced on foot a total of nineteen 
miles, had killed ninety-one counted enemy at a loss 
of sixteen KIA and forty-four WIA to us, and had 
penetrated the main line of Japanese resistance. 

On Luzon south of Manila G-2 reports claimed 
the presence of at least 50,000 Japs. We had about 
7,800 men including port details, service units, and 
men in hospital. We were pulling the supreme bluff. 
By roaring down the road, raising a lot of dust, mov- 
ing in fast and shooting quickly we left the Japs 
with the impression that an army complete with an 
armored division was making an invasion in force 
against them on Southern Luzon. Instead, the invad- 
ing task force was a small, light airborne division, 
under-strength and even under-manned. Replace- 
ments for our Leyte losses had not been received. 

We were now biting into the final positions of the 
Jap Cariliao-Aiming-Batulao main line of resistance. 
By 0900 on the 2d the Division- was deployed and 
ready for the final assault on the Jap position. If 
we were to cash in on our bluff, we had to crack 
this line now. If we were stopped here with our 
supply lines already nineteen miles long, the Japs 
could come back out of the hills, cut our MSR, and 
isolate us. 

We called for air strikes and artillery before we 


moved out on the 2d. Even though the enemy posi- 
tion was blasted by the P-38s, A-20s, and artillery, 
the Japs, who were well dug in, put up fanatical 
resistance — typical of what was to come. 

The enemy artillery positions at Kaytitinga were 
finally silenced. The 1st Battalion, 187th, and the 
2d Battalion, 188th, continued attacking abreast to- 
ward the east. They passed the 1st Battalion, 188th, 
which in turn passed to regimental reserve in the 
vicinity of Mt. Aiming and protected the left flank 
of the regiment. Progress was slow down the road 
initially, but it speeded up as the Japanese were 
forced to withdraw. The Jap regimental CP, later 
found to be the headquarters of their 31st Infantry, 
was overrun in the vicinity of Aga at 1300. Huge 
stores of supplies, including medical, quartermaster, 
ordnance and engineer supply dumps were seized in 
the Aga-Caylaway area. Between seventy-five and 
one hundred tons of ammunition were found. In the 
defense of their CP the Japs had constructed three 
deep tank traps across the highway. The ditches 
were trapezoidal in shape, twenty feet long across 
the top, four feet long across the bottom, and twenty- 
five feet deep. The 127th Engineers subsequently 
built bridges across those which could not be 
by-passed. 

The 1st Battalion, 188th, meanwhile, went north 
through Kaytitinga. The 2d Battalion, 188th, con- 
tinued to attack the Jap positions in the coconut 
groves in the northern foothills of Mt. Batulao. By 
dusk of the 2d the Division was up against the third 
and strongest position of the Jap MLR across High- 
way 17. Throughout the night Jap artillery, mortars 
and small arms harassed us. They located the first 
position of Colonel Massad’s 675th just as they were 
getting ready to fire, and persuaded them to displace 
— hurriedly. 

The Division in the meantime was setting up its 
own base at Nasugbu, in the same manner as such 
supply installations are usually set up and run by 
Army service troops. Since such an installation at 
Lingayen Gulf was called ASCOM (Army Service 
Command) Bill Crawford, our G-4, lumped all the 
Nasugbu Beach troops together and called them 
DIVSCOM. We had unloaded all our supplies ex- 
cept LST 217 by the night of the 2d. UT 277 was 
such a sitting duck for the pesty Q-boat attacks, that 
it finally had to leave, taking with it two M-10 infan- 
try self-propelled cannon, a number of trucks, and 
fifty tons of all classes of supplies. The most impor- 
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tartt |5iec€ af equif^^ to Siiil away on J7T vcnni the 
Signal Compaiiy^^ tadio, WhHe the LST 

tamp "afas cid'.vn the Division personiid trieci to 
salvage dmins; of gasoline by rolling thefn into, the 
waves and letting them float into shore. This trick 
was not v£fy successful. 

The Sugar Central toy ..raiUoad tvas used exten- 
sively to rnove supplies. A spur track was lauj to 
the heacb to facilitate loading. And the Sugar Ces- 
tfal Itself was used as amsttshalliwg yard wdicre trains 
were ftsade op and moved to the Division railhead. 

The lS7th, in in.aimainjng defense of the beach, 
had cleaned out the flank positions at San Diego 
and Nasugbu pitijints. In. the latter area tjie 2d Bat- 
tilion, captiued a jap 70min gun with 4*50 round.s 
of: iimtnunition, two mgChine guils: sind large quan- 
tities of small arms. . ; .r^:. 

' Bacic up Highway 1 7, we c^eiygd |ap atrdlery and 
inortar tire during the nigiit of tfe 2d arid; the mottl- 
ing of the 3d. The '5Uth RCT had already been 
ordt^ed to ;ufn,p on Tagajtay on the 3d Therefore 
a CfTOidinated .tttack W'as planned against I'he jap 
strpfighold to our front. Tire ifiSth would ffloye east- 
W'ard at 0750 on the 5d and the 511th would attack 
west. squ.eei'ing the Nip position. 

The 5 nth RCT had arrived on MindnrO by C*46 
and LG.t. T^ had loaded its howiti-ers, para- 

■crafes, ahd animirhition in the pliuics and foUmved. 
When the RCt landed, it was led to its bivouac area 


— a treeless expanse of pebbly . ground near the banks 
of a wide, shallow Sfreara. There was one pyramidal 
tent per tonjpafty and the otily way to escape the 
dry heat ftf the :rsland st'as h? get in die stream and 
he on the. bottom of it. The 457th maintenance 
detail figged up its planes with para> acks, checked 
the electticai .tysteois, and packed its howitret,.?, am- 
munition and radios. The RCT svas sta.ndmg by^ 
ready, when the G-5 arrived in his L-5 to order. 
Colufsei Haugen to make, ihe {hg.5d. , . 

The Air Corps could spare phly forty-eighC^^ 

C-4 7s,. a third of the number reqaifed to ttiove the 
RCT In one lift. It was hecessary, therefore, to, make 
the drop .in three echelons,:-. The , hrst'itW'O !oft the 
.5d and the 457tb on the 4th. '^Thisdefet^^^ 
without artillery support, but it was either that or no' 
lump. We jumped. 

At 0750 on the 3d the iSSth atladked the third 
strid fmiil Jap prcsition if! the tough Cafiliao-^BatuJao 
litte-, The regimem advanced iapidly untir,hh^^ 
heavy artillery, mat bine-gun.;, and. small-arfiis ;.fite 
from the highest ground on Tagaytay Ridge (here- 
after known as. Shorty Ridge- because- of diminutive 
Cokniel Shoity Si>ule, whose regiment, the l88th, 
evcntutillv reduced the position). 

At 0815 cm the 5d, the first serial of the 511th 
Infantry began to jump The planes had come north 
from Mnuloru over beautiful L,nke T.aal, formed in 
an extinct volcano crater. Tagnytay Ridge, the jump 
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area, was the northern slope of the volcano. The 
ridge sloped gently downward into Manila Bay. The 
planes turned west near Mt. Sungay and flew parallel 
to Highway 17 on their final run. The ridge itself 
was an excellent jump field. It was open, plowed 
in some places, and even though it was cut by many 
small streams, there were few obstacles. The only 
dangerous feature to a paratrooper was the possi- 
bility of being blown off the ridge, over the steep 
sides and down into the extinct volcano of Taal. 

As the planes approached in a V of Vs, smoke 
signals from the drop zone arose and gave us our 
first assurance that Lieutenant Hover and his 511th 
Pathfinders had moved through the Japanese lines 
and had succeeded in marking the field. Guarding 
against the eventuality that the pathfinders might 
not succeed, the G-3 circled the jump field in an L-4 
and augmented the marking by dropping WP gre- 
nades from the plane. 

Although all troopers landed on the ridge, one 
battalion was jumped prematurely and landed about 
four miles too far to the west and was not able to 
join the regiment in time for a coordinated attack on 
the positions on Shorty Ridge. The absence of Japa- 
nese on this unselected drop zone, however, per- 
mitted the battalion to assemble without opposition 
and join the regiment. 

The attack on Shorty Ridge now increased in 
tempo as the Japs were battered from both sides. 
The light artillery of the Division (twenty-eight 
75mm pack howitzers landed amphibiously and 
twelve by parachute) and air support had little effect 
on Shorty Ridge. Troops initially pinned down by 
the Nip fire included the Army Commander, General 
Eichelberger, the Division Commander, and General 
Pierson, the Assistant Division Commander, and 
General Farrell, the Artillery Commanding General. 
Colonel Soule and two members of the staff were 
wounded by artillery fragments, and Colonel Coe, 
Headquarters Commandant of Army, was killed. 

It was in this assault that General (then Colonel) 
Soule acted so gallantly that he was awarded the 
DSC. General Soule was up with the advance guard 
of his regiment when the Jap fire forced everyone 
to take cover. He analyzed the situation and person- 
ally directed an attack. During the ensuing attack 
General Soule crawled under the Nip fire fifty yards 
to his radio transmitter but was wounded en route. 
Finding the transmitter inoperative he then crawled 
to his jeep, obtained another radio and transmitted 


instructions to his executive officer, Mortimer 
O’Kane, and back to the lead battalion which was 
following him. He then moved to an exposed posi- 
tion for better observation and directed the attack. 
After the fight, and before permitting himself to be 
given first aid, he remainded and supervised treat- 
ment and evacuation of other wounded. 

The attack went on against the caves and tunnels 
which honeycombed Shorty Ridge. Air strikes, artil- 
lery, and mortars pounded the area, but it remained 
for the infantry to make the final assault and wrest 
it from the Japs. By 1300 the 188th had made con- 
tact with the advance elements of the 511th. High- 
way 17 and the ridge were secured. The 188th 
turned south to finish off the ridge. The rest of the 
Division, including the 511th which was still drop- 
ping on the ridge, regrouped in preparation for the 
dash to Manila. 

The Division CP moved from Palico Barracks 
(actually it followed the lead infantry regiment), to 
Manila Hotel Annex on Tagaytay Ridge at 1515 on 
the 3d. The area had only just been secured and it 
was no wonder that we were amazed to find the CP 
so far up. For that reason and because a three-star 
and a two-star general were generally with the infan- 
try point it was said that ours was a "spearhead 
tipped with brass.” Some of this brass was nicked 
off our spearhead before we got into Manila. 

We had now reached the high ground for which 
we had been fighting. With the exception of the 
Japs left in the caves on Shorty Ridge, Highway 17 
was cleared to the top. We were stretching our 
supply lines farther and farther. Our whole plan had 
been to move, attack, shoot, and deceive the Japs into 
thinking we were a large force. We did not get far 
off the highway, but by our fire and movement we 
pushed the Japs into the hills. 

Events moved .so rapidly in this attack, that the 
decisive significance of the breakthrough of A Com- 
pany of the 188th to Mt. Aiming was not fully 
appreciated, nor apparent, until after the fall of Fort 
McKinley. It was the decisive battle of the first 
phase of the campaign. If the 1st Battalion of the 
188th had not broken through to secure Mt. Aiming, 
thus weakening the entire Japanese position, or if 
the troops had delayed in the forced march from the 
beachhead, days would have been spent cracking the 
defenses of the Cariliao-Batulao defile. The restric- 
tion placed on the 511th jump (they could not be 
committed unless the Division could guarantee 


Digitized by 


Gougle 


Origiral from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



NASUGBU TO MANILA 


77 


ground contact within twenty-four hours) would 
have delayed the jump until the line had been 
cracked, and the Manila defense would have been 
warned of and prepared for the subsequent attack 
of the 511th. The suddenness of the penetration and 
the power of the regimental attack scattered the Japs 
to the wooded slopes of Mt. Cariliao on the north 
and Mt. Batulao on the south. Although several 
thousand of the defending force still remained in 
scattered groups, they were so demoralized that they 
never again attempted aggressive action, remaining 
in their hideouts to be searched out and killed 
months later. 

Up to this time the entire advance had been made 
on foot, up hill, to an elevation of 2,400 feet. Dur- 
ing the day of the 3d, enough trucks had been 
brought forward to make seventeen available for 
troop transport. General Swing gave the trucks to 
the 511th and told them to move on to Manila until 
they were stopped. During the night of 3-4 February, 
the Reconnaissance Platoon was sent ahead to check 
Highway 17. At 0400 on the 4th Lieutenant Skau, 
commanding the platoon, reported back to the CP 
that the road was secure to Imus, where the Japs 
had blown the bridge and set up a defense line. 
He reported in addition, however, that his men had 
found a dirt road which by-passed Imus. This road 
had a suitable bridge undemolished, but prepared 
for destruction. He and his platoon (twenty-two 
men), about thirty miles ahead of the rest of the 
Division, had removed the charges. From this infor- 
mation came the plan; The 511th was ordered to 
proceed at daylight and by-pass Imus leaving a hold- 
ing force at the bridge. ‘ 

In accordance with the plan the 511th less the 
1st and 3d Battalions squeezed into the trucks and 
preceded by a jeep patrol, and led by Colonel Hau- 
gen, set off for Manila. The remainder of the regi- 
ment commenced the thirty-mile march on foot. 

From Tagaytay we could see Manila shining 
whitely in the bright Luzon sun. The curved fore- 
finger of Cavite Peninsula hooked into Manila Bay. 
At first we were jubilant about getting to see Manila, 
the Pearl of the Orient, the first city we had seen 
since we left San Francisco almost a year before. But 
ominously fires began to break out all over the city. 
Then word came back that the Nips were deliber- 
ately, methodically, and cunningly destroying it. By 
day we watched tall pillars of smoke rise from the 


once beautiful metropolis; by night the sky was red 
with the reflections of the many fires. First we 
learned that the Japs had destroyed the Coca-Cola 
plant and the largest brewery. That maddened us. 
Then we learned that they had demolished the city’s 
largest night club. That infuriated us. No wonder 
we developed an un-Christian-like hate for the Japs 
as we discovered their vicious, criminal methods of 
fighting. 

On 31 January we hit Nasugbu; on 4 February we 
were attacking Manila — sixty-nine miles away. Our 
gamble had been successful. We now had a beach- 
head sixty-nine miles long and a hundred yards wide. 
That ribbon of terrain which bounded Highway 17 
took us straight to the toughest battle we ever had — 
smashing the Genko Line. 

And for that bold lightning drive against heavy 
odds of men and equipment we received the follow- 
ing citation: 

By direction of the President, under the provisions of 
Executive Order No. 9396 (Section 1, Bulletin 22, WD, 
1943, ^d Section IV, Circular No. 333, WD 1943), the 
following unit is cited by the Commanding General, Eighth 
Army: 

The 11th Airborne Division is cited for outstanding 
heroism and superior performance of duty in action against 
the enemy on Luzon, Philippine Islands. On 31 January 
1945 the 11th Airborne Division landed on the southern 
coast of Luzon at Nasugbu which had been organized for 
defense by thp enemy during their three years of occupa- 
tion. By determined and aggressive action, employing only 
infantry with light artillery support, the town of Nasugbu 
was seized and a spearhead pushed rapidly to the east. By 
speed and maneuver, through forced marches over ex- 
tremely difficult terrain, the defiles on the approaches to 
Tagaytay Ridge were captured one day after landing. 
Tagaytay Ridge and the avenues of approach to Qvite 
Plains were seized by the third day. On the fourth day, 
the town of Imus was by-passed, a bridgehead was estab- 
lished across the Paranaque River and the enemy were 
driven from their main defensive positions south of 
Nichols Field. The rapid progress of the division, made 
possible through by-passing strong points and using a mini- 
mum of troops for the reduction of obstacles, completely 
disrupted the enemy strategy of defense. In the period of 
four days, the 11th Airborne Division in marching and 
fighting their way through sixty miles of enemy-held terri- 
tory and maintaining an undefended line of communication 
completely disorganized the enemy forces, weakening them 
in the north and thereby hastening the fall of Manila. 

In addition, the entire Division was recommended 
for the Distinguished Unit Citation. However, the 


Digitized by 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




Co glc 


NASUGBU TO MANILA 


79 


War Department deleted many units from the origi- 
nal recommendation and awarded the DUC for out- 
standing performance from Nasugbu to Manila to 
the following: 

1st Battalion, 187th Infantry 
Regimental Headquarters & Headquarters Q>m- 
pany, 1st and 2d Battalions, 188th Infantry 
Regimental Headquarters & Headquarters 0>m- 
pany, 1st, 2d and 3d Battalions, 5Hth In- 
fantry 

674th Glider Field Artillery Battalion 
675th Glider Field Artillery Battalion 
Battery D, 457th Parachute Field Artillery Bat- 
talion 

Air Section, 457th Parachute Field Artillery 
Battalion 

Headquarters & Headquarters Company, 11th 
Airborne Division 
511th Signal Company 

At the same time the entire Division was author- 
ized to wear the Bronze Service Arrowhead for the 
assault landings at Nasugbu and the combat jumps 
on Tagaytay Ridge. The Distinguished Unit Cita- 
tion for the entire division is being considered by the 
War Department as this book goes to press. 

After the surrender of the Philippines in 1942 the 
Japs started preparing for the inevitable fulfillment 
of General MacArthur’s promise: "I shall return!” 
Knowing full well that General MacArthur would 
bring someone with him, the Nips planned to make 
that return as costly as possible. Even though Gen- 
eral MacArthur had declared Manila an open city 
in the dark days of late 1941 and early 1942, the 
Nips made a fort of the once proud city. The rage 
we felt watching the beautiful city burn was best 
expressed by General MacArthur when he said, "By 
this wanton deed, they have set the pattern for their 
own destruction.” We felt the same way but couldn’t 
say it as well. The Japs believed that the main assault 
on Manila would be made from the south and 
planned their defenses accordingly. As far as the 
Big Picture was concerned, our tactics fooled the 
enemy. The attack was made from the north by the 
Sixth Army. But the Jap preparations were not in 
vain — the 11th Airborne attacked from the south. 

By 1 130 on 4 January, the day after its first combat 
jump, the motorized paratroopers of the 511th had 
roared down the road to Manila as far as Imus. Here 


the point of the regiment was stopped by enemy fire 
at the demolished Imus bridge. Leaving a holding 
force at the bridge in accordance with the prior plan 
of attack, Q>lonel Haugen led his regiment dis- 
mounted around the dirt by-pass circumventing Imus. 
With the leading elements of this force marched 
General Eichelberger and overhead, in a Cub plane, 
flew General Swing. 

The advance to Imus had been easy. At first the 
push looked more like a triumphal victory parade 
than a military attack. The road was lined with 
thousands of Filipinos, cheering, waving, weeping 
and yelling "Veectoree!” The people flung bunches 
of bananas, papayas and mangos into the trucks as 
they sped through the town. At Silang, the first size- 
able barrio, the throng which jammed the street 
almost brought the column to a halt. 

We had almost begun to wonder what had hap- 
pened to the Nips. We knew that they were around 
because we could see Manila burning. We soon 
found out where they were. 

Taking the by-pass around the blown-out bridge 
at Imus also took the 511th past a stone garrison, 
and in that stone garrison were seventy well armed, 
heavily entrenched Nips. It wouldn’t have been much 
of a battle except the Japs were hiding behind stone 
walls five feet thick and had all avenues of approach 
covered with machine-gun and mortar fire. 

We brought up our pack 75s and some infantry 
SPs to blast the Japs out. After a brisk two-hour 
fire fight we killed thirty of them and scattered the 
rest. 

Technical Sergeant Robert C. Steele of D Com- 
pany, 511th, was directly responsible for a large 
number of those Japs and should get a few assists 
on the others. During the fight it had become evi- 
dent that the Jap resistance was centered in one of 
the stone buildings. The only way to get to it was 
through an open field which was also the field of 
fire for some Jap machine guns. Steele ordered 
covering fire from his platoon, advanced alone to- 
ward the building and climbed to the roof under 
enemy fire. He tore a hole in the roof and then 
poured gasoline down on the Japs inside. The gas 
and the Japs he ignited with a white phosphorus 
hand grenade. The scorched Japs rushed from the 
building only to be mowed down by Steele’s men 
outside. Steele then went inside the stone fort and 
eliminated the remaining two Nips. For his extra- 
ordinary heroism Sergeant Steele was awarded the 
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Distinguished Service Cross, the Nation's second 
highest award. Steele was killed later in Manila on 
8 February 1945. 

Steele’s action was directly responsible for the 
advance of D Company beyond the Jap stronghold. 
The rest of the Japs who were not killed managed 
to slip out through an escape route which led in 
the direction of Cavite. We learned later that our 
attack was launched five minutes before the bridge 
was scheduled to be blown by the enemy. 

By 1800 on the 4th, the 1st Battalion, 511th, had 
joined the 2d Battalion near Imus. The trucks went 
back for the third time to shuttle forward the 3d 
Battalion which had by this time reached Silang on 
foot. The regiment cut back to the main highway, 
secured the Imus Bridge crossing from the rear, and 
again started out for Manila. 

Going through Bacoor, we were in for another 
tumultuous welcome. There the Filipinos had thrown 
together a seventeen-piece band, which blared the 
National Anthem and a pot pourri of Sousa marches, 
while nearly three thousand Filipinos crammed the 
streets, wringing our hands, and giving us bananas, 
cucumbers and even fried chicken. Many people, 
especially old men and women, wept with joy and 
cried: "God bless you! God bless you!” 

Beyond Bacoor at Las Pinas, the 511th found the 
Japs asleep again and secured the bridge before they 
could detonate the demolitions already in place. 
Meanwhile, the 188th, having annihilated the enemy 
on Shorty Ridge, left one company to secure the 
area, and took off for Manila on foot. At 0815 on 
the 4th the third and last lift of the 511th RCT 
was dropped. The 457th, complete with twelve 
howitzers, landed on Tagaytay ^dge opposite the 
Manila Hotel Annex. Ingenious were the ways that 
the 457th got its guns to the top of the ridge and 
onto Highway 17. The Filipinos who stood around 
the drop zone watching the jump were soon put to 
work. They hauled parachutes, containers, and am- 
munition to assembly points while their carabao and 
ponies packed the pieces of the howitzers up the 
slope. The 457th Imew it had pack howitzers but 
they never thought anyone besides themselves, let 
alone carabao, would ever pack them. 

With the regrouping of the Division, the 187th 
was given the mission of protecting Nasugbu, and 
patrolling the sixty-nine-mile MSR. It was not an 
easy task. Colonel Hildebrand, CO of the 187th, 
utilized Filipino guerrillas in carrying out his mis- 


sion. When the Division landed at Nasugbu the 
Division Commander had taken command of all 
guerrillas in the provinces of Batangas and Cavite. 
By this time upwards of two thousand had been 
assembled. Since each guerrilla group was a sepa- 
rate and distinct unit, it was difficult to coordinate 
and control their employment. To assise in the vast 
task of covering the large area that the rapid advance 
of the Division had liberated, the 19th Infantry RCT 
(less one battalion), which had begun to land on 
the night of the 5th, was assigned to Colonel Hilde- 
brand. In a few days both battalions of the 187th 
were to move forward and take part in the Division 
attack on the Jap Genko Line. The 457th Field Artil- 
lery was attached to the 187th to provide fire support 
for the defense of the MSR. 

Colonel Hildebrand accomplished his mission by 
patrolling the area thoroughly, and by establishing 
outposts at key points along the entire MSR. His 
force was not large enough to engage the enemy in 
large-scale fights, but by active patrolling the Japs 
were forced back farther and farther into the hills. 
One Jap concentration was centered around Mt. Pico 
de Loro. Another was on Mt. Sungay. The Japs 
were contained in those positions until we came back 
from Manila and wiped them out. 

Two enormous tasks confronted Colonel Hilde- 
brand and his motley force. The first one was the 
operation and security of the beach supply point at 
Nasugbu, and the second one was the security of 
the seventy-mile supply route and the flanks and 
rear of the Division main force attacking Manila. 
The forces under his command were bitterly dis- 
appointed to miss the fight for Manila and hated the 
mission assigned them. The artillery was spread by 
battery along the route so that its short-ranged how- 
itzers could cover the most territory. One battery 
was held in mobile support, moving to provide artil- 
lery support to any of the many patrols which found 
Japs on one side or another of the supply route. One 
company of Colonel Tipton’s, with a battery of the 
457th in support, put in a lonely vigil on Mt. Aim- 
ing, with monotony broken only by sporadic Japa- 
nese attacks. Of course, the march on Manila could 
not have been made if these troops had not stayed 
behind, but this explanation was small consolation 
to them, and especially loud and bitter wails were 
raised by them when they were deleted by the War 
Department from the list of units to receive the 
Distinguished Unit Citation. 
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B y 2ti3pJ>n the night of the 4tb the 5l Itb had shaped rtjofs ptiJed high whh sod and soggv dlrl and 
advijhced as far as the Parahaque Kivec so grown oyer vvuh a tangle of si'«e4$ P>a,t they 
Budge, the soathern boundary of Mani’u. could b£ iccogns^ed only a fe*iv feet Em- 

The Japs were not caught *isleep there. Although brasures were narrow^ but tontfoihsl a wide field of 
the bridge had not J?eeR completely destjoyed. the fire. Most of the pillboses were defended by two: 
Japs had the narth :baidc std^^ with fnachhic-guri men and cithet » Vt isUber machine gun oi a ZOmrn 
emplacemersta and. piUboxw boosiog autOinfiatK ww autotnatsc weaptiU, Some pjsjtiofu W'cte tx-'inpted by 
pons. Here we fari into. J^p naval guns for the h'rst only one jap, who st.iyed at !us pt^st omtl he was 
time. • killed 

The battle for the :Para.uaqtte Bridge marked the The forte opposing us i« the Genko itne was 
end of odf rapid lightning drive. ro5m now on our known as liie Simrliern Umf, fifamia Defense Force. 
ad\’ance wii$ not measured in rn lies; it was measured six thousand strong In the Clrnko Line the e.nerny 
in yards. We were up against the jap Cienko Lme. . -TO^ppied over 1,200 pillboxes and generally de- 
The line consisted of a eries of conctete pi! lbcf,s:t;iiv tended eacii one, to the last occupant. The Japf 
mutually supporting, and extending in depth six employed 44 heavy arttllery pieces (IZOmm CQa.stal 
thousand yards thiough the Manila Pubs Cllub, It defeme, and dusJ-purposc AA guns'), 16 1 antiair- 
stret'ched east across Nichols Field and anchored o« craft, 2<f- ti> 4Gmm jstngle-, double , and triple* 
the high ground of Mabato Point along Laguna -de barreled, emplaced fOr ground defense) sod a great 
Bayy The icat of the fine was based on the high number of machine guns, f^mmot smalier, of which 
ground of Port McKinfey. Eiw- 4ttd gua.s 333 were captured or destroi'ed by us duruig the 

and LlOmro mortars were set in concrete emplace period 3-24 February The belt of concrete and steel 
ments,. f^cuig sputhv -and 20 ., 40-, and JXimjn atui- was furtlcer runforetd wall 24‘t K.Hl pound bonibs, 
aircraft , guns wet€‘ ‘Sfrategicah to i.sci« and 33 antisubmarine depth chat ges, emplaced and 

in the ground defenses. . ALahy of the coiTcrere ptU- ngged as laud iruncs Ail roads approaching fhe 
boxes were two and three stories deep. The japs tine -were heavily mined wuh 300-puund aeri'dl 
had evidently copied the line ftom Get man fortifi- bombs armed with low pressure detauators. This was 
cations of cthicrete and stee.i pillboxes scattered to what the Augds, lightft equipped, were up against, 
depth. .Some .of torts were stone ,md had domC' Out heavii?sr artiMery was the sawed-atf 105 of the 


A J<fp fir^4ii^h nayol gun ai ffi9 Po/a ClkJb^ ifcifth jof iwaow, Rtghf. Jerp 20rtm ^uof .fvpporf«ti th§ gurr^ 
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Luzon bad made an oigunucd attack thty couidcjuite 
pctjbably bavt* Bmken tjirowph.and secured enough 
o£ Highway 17 to irnpcvh our shoestring operation. 

All night on 4 and 1 February the 5llth w'ai held 
up at the Paranaque Bridge. G,'jloneI {mn R. 
Schimmelpfenntg, Osjcf of Stai? of the Division, 
\vhde raconnoiteting for a by-pass aroand the bridge, 
W'as fciJIM hgte by |sp machine-gun fire* He 
replaced by GolditeJ Mi.ke Williams who temaioed 
Chief oh Staff until After the Division arwed in 
Japan. that the 5 nth poured into 

the Jap defenders at this point prevenied then set- 
ting' ofl the bridge demolitions hut at the time it was 
impossihle for .uS: to tjjc liver against, the hostile 
fire. 'b- T ' 

The 674tp and pT'lith had by this Pme moved up 
behind the 51 1th and Lieuienant ColorleTLufcas E. 
Hoska, Commanding Officer of the 674th, repr’ifted 
to General Swing at the dnirth overlooking the 
bridge and said he believe»J he could neutralize the 
heaiy enemy h're., t^eneral Swing gave vhim perhiis- 
sion to try. 

Colonel Hosfca ciawled to the river bank ssith.SiH 
radiO) descended :pj the water's edge, arid directed 
seven: hiii^dred'r rounds of 75mrn In precision adjust- 


P’afwiitsqwe outiMe Mortflo, wc? 

Japit 


rnents (by a single howitzer) between midnight .arid 
05,00 on the sth to knrx.k out five machme^guii:.. mi- 
plat cments. and two 20mm Ingh-vdodty guns etn.- 
hedded in the usnertre bre.ik,W'atef wrili thifty yards 
Auross the Paranaque River f trim him. , ' 

On that day* the tth. the DtVisiori advanced tidr 
tivo inifes and killed a counted total of 4To Japs. We 
lost 2R killed in action and 154 wounded h^actbtii 
We had penetrated the right flank of tHd Gmkp 
Line, and, through surprise, rapidity atKl individ.okl 
actioji, had desttoyed ptllboxei and emplacements, 
which, we bitterly learned later, could defy .artillery 
and even air strikes. 

At f>50h on the 5th the 5llth Infantry' crcvs$ed ihe 
Par ahaque Bridge and tlie Bigbtji A rmV tomfuandef , 
General Eichelhergcr, who crossed with them, felt 
that he could announce that the Division had entered 
Manila, though the outskirts had beep entered the 
night before. In truth, one man ^rmed with a caf-: 
bine had crossed the bridge by nnsfake at midnight 
on the -fth; but the volume of hostile fire he reeeived 
decided fot^ h he could not hold the bridge 

singk-handedly. Anyway the 1st CaVaify Division 
hid altc-ady made a meChaniiced eptmoce iiio) Manila 
fn>?n the north and, to the bfefer dishppointrncnt of 
both the 57th and litli Divisions, had faeatep us by 
about six hours 

Crossing the Paranaque Bridge put us Sfrtdck up 
against the Getskp LiiVe. ft was hand grenades r4’rJf//.i 
150)011) motlais; carbipes arid M4s with hayotietii 
'fniinfii *ill-pufpose guns; pack ,7.5s /irr, raj 
6-invh baVal. guns; sawed-off 105s rerxus steehand: 


A Jopon9S9 nofM 'Of ParfiRpgw# 
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. .At: times. 

fell oaly 25 yards ahead of the mfar>try. Air strikes 
pount{0: the; hue, ^n'tl the hAhwA r»| 250- ati.h 
■ 50O-'pi3und ’ bOrnhs, cOuM'.’lje 'feiard':^ 
long. The artiileiv, already adjusrf<.l on a Jap pvM!- 
fiGiii, j sstruid: drpp ' a of A'‘ht% 

thetafget is ;a:d1i^ht of ftghlets' ca'mh over- 'Th'fc.A^ 
Corps cporcfOiator fln tlrs: ground with o 
qWafttJS; would; ttotgsfc 
sipokeT-'Eetreiy ges;,T}e; would' ^ 

how puf :f /Oil t linek- svthe m :uOd;.'thm^ . 

iff 'attack. ; I'he ■planesiWpald^ editle in ' 
strififigi dmog, and tHerj; horobiog-- Wheh Over the' 
target. Accsirate- .s^ fighters ■chfrsiderabJy 

lessened; ,OBr‘;eas'hahfes^^ ■.’■'^■'',':'v ■ 
■DestructiOi/ . ami ''.'^ahs; fhar-kbd tliis' path- rof '•'Our 
drive into ManilUv djohses;-^^^ flanlrihg; 

sides of the bigbwa)dwhfeh leads ta the, head^'d^^^ thfe 
eityj were- tofiJ by bothdap and; Amerlcki artillery, 
dintfdofed housed Ihofced as though ; a: giant can- 
Gpenefhadshceddhtoughtheni.whilehhcepreten- 
rious rnaosioris/ gaufitiy displayed charred chimneys 
holdmg along the line with one regiment white and tTash piles of rubble, 

another whippeij around a flank. It was like an end Nearly every bou.se.boce the scaw of^th.e heavy’ 
rUn in focytball w'ith the ball-carrier later, illihg, the Eghting. Shrapnel 'from the continuous barrage -ttf 
pigskin to another bide who jn turn would sweep Jap 90mm antiaircraft sheils. wbrih bum overhead 
around hint; Arid it was the Japs who were thfowri and sprayed fragments of steel over a W'idc 
for the IraS-S, ■ pocked walls and roofs. Trees were denuded of 

. The Genko Line extended fron/ one body of 
water^ Tagun-i de Say oh the east* to another, Manila 
Bay on the west Thf 511th Was the lirie hi this play* 
the- lEEth wc halfback, arid the 2d fiaUalton; 187th, 
the other,; The 511 th tried a line buck, was slowed 
down, ^d ; then lateralied hack to the ISbth who 
was eornmg op fast neur Sacoor„ The lEEth ad to 
{he right deep |u rt«r own tyrrhorv and got to 
Nichols Tleld before being skiwsd down {ry the jap 
backfieidc; Then ihc IBSth tossed- the ball to the 2<J 
Battaik5rrvTE7th. who swept around the rtght think 
into Nichbls I'leid. The. next play called foe a powei 
dfh'h. The 5] uh bucked north through the. left of 
the line and drove to fabcktad Avenac- Then the 
entire Efi vision gathered and turned west, TJie drive 
tonk us all the way to the . shores of latguiu de Hay 
The line l>ock of the MUb 6n rht left w'Us made 
,agajfist' fierce and f^mattc Jap te'ystance. brom minia- 
thfc' f&rtrcsses, interlocking fields of firy. covered 
)Ac/y; ifcc'f X hf fftK’ps advanced house 


Thti )op )fpa<ik\6^1t riprlh of. Pornnaqv* Konti^md ot old Uoefors and 
' xt»»f bttpimt ■• ' ; 


^ Jap (rip/p 70mm ^on on punmator of a pfl/6air: of 
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(eaves and braijches. At: one jilate a lorig^ row of 
wsrchauses ,ha<i b«Mi tprupletely (lAlitehed. The 
rysted. comtgated rot'frs under whic(t the japSi .iiad 
.ortceiswi'erf cheirsMpphes' wetc masted and crumpled 
in a vast heap. In another sector, a row of apart 
ment houses, their interiors exposed where shelf hre 
had bl'isted away the walls, lay sapping brokenly. 

In sp.iteof the fact that thearriliery fimi hundreds 
of jxjuRds per day and the hghters dropped tons 
«f h»>mbs, «t was stili the* dougbbey's Wat. In the 
vicinity of the htaniia Polb Oub on 5 February; ^aiff 
Sergeant {then Private) George Canales, E Com- 
pany. 5tlth Mfahtry, wa^ wint of his com- 

pany .The ifnmediaff;,objecW^^^ a house in- ah; 
open field iust south of :tbe PolWClub which con 
taioed a Jafge number of Jisps. There was also a 
stone wail, shattered fryim artillery and mortar fire, 
in front of the house. Beyond the wulli in the open; 
ft-ere pillboxes and machine-gun crnplacemen ts, 

Citia!.C% acting scpiad leader at the time, tppk his 
men' foi\vard^^.^& the house. The rest of 

{he:c 0 mpan>^^ w forty yards behindv' it was 

rbefi that tcQttble began. The Nips opened up with 
mortdrs and '%doidp»;kets'' and'started forward to 
oust Canales and bis men from the house, I3uc they 
hadriT reclnmed on the shatpshbming pf the acting fine, 
s^jiad ieadet. In seventy minutes, by kneeling oo . . -The Japs defended Nichols Fseld as if the Em- 
thefiooi i>ehmd an open window ssuth his M-1 rest- pe^rtw’s Palace itself were sitting on the center run- 
irtg on the sill. Canities picked pff twenty two J^ips wjrj., Tiie air field was the center of the Genko Line 
He got most of them at about J50 yards. Then, The posiuta coasisied mainly of 
usitig the radiCi he had carried forward, he called ccete pillhoso and gun emplacements connected hv 
for mortar and amtllery Jap tmderground tunnels The KJOTr>ot fevetments; 

counferattack, Cwa.t^/;|^b; more than his to protect- aitaaft were hollowed -for 
share that day, but : Jt; ;was and there aprons, of barbed wire nngeii the area.. In geftetal 

were no wardens about to stop him when he bao the terrain was open, bare of tfees, and provided 
bagged his limit. ex«‘llctir fields for fire of machine guns and the 

While the 5Ilth was driving north up the left innumerable duahputpose ad-ack guns. 


5trMT nwr Pofo CTub. norbh jof ftif bjr orff/|«rf fir« 


fvfffc of Ihf Itgitlaluro Bwlding In Monlld 
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MorriVo, oftc« proud and btaviifut, f'vit th« ful! impact gfwfld 

worfof« 
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Topi T#I* Japs trimd ^o AoW N/cfco/# fMd vith pi7/bo^« /ike- ^bw^. 
Center: A Jap bunker on Ni'cbof* Fie/d otter fhn ffth Airborne 
blasted fbem ouf. lower? A N/chot* Pi*td duQouf which mod» Jbe 
erf fb* ttr/p »ttgrbtty 





Th« i’Mii/it b/ rA« }*^th tngittw BaHation in thoft ordvr 

Robert Coriiaei the QM Cx>m|»ainy pushed their •? ;v>^ith air strikes atuj asttiUeify, attack from Vulnerable 
ply dumps fafthet forward, leapfro^mg each^ one sides, squeeze die Japs tighter and tigtoeh an^ if 
over the Ollier, The successive G'^is of the Division, tliey tried to escape, sbughter them pn Iheif 
BiltOa'^ford, Roy Stout, routes. 

ered great and solid credit to theitiselves. Speed was essential. We had no tirne to bemoari 

Division hospitals wets exceedingly busy, One our casualties pr. lick out, wwiids, - There were tutics 
was established in » church close behind the lines in when we could have used a few more tmclcs or sorne 
order to give rapid treatment to the woundedv: Pur- bigger artillerj’ pieces, but nett much time to think 
ing these early days no one could be sure irbm hour about the deficiencT- 

to hour how much of the evacuation route remained On 14 February^, a special force the Assist- 
in our eontrolj and ambulance drivers came to know aot Division Commander Was formed m feduce the 
the questionable spots and shoot by them with heads Mahstb Point stronghold and to attack Fort McKin- 
down and ears closed. From the front-line stations-^ ley from the south. Pierson Task Force was com; 
more accurately bOspita.ls — the W'ounded were driven- posed of the 1st Battaliun, i87th; the Jd Battalionj 
to Nasugbu and then usually flowm in C47s to Leyte Ipth Infantry; A Company, 44th Tank Battalion; a 
from the Nasugbu Strip, which the 1 27th Engineer?, platoon of C Company, Engineers; and One platoon 
wmrking at night by the light of jeep headlights, had of thfe 22lst Medical Company. The 417th less C 
opened shortly after we landed. IriitiaUy,; seriously Battcfy, had recenlly moved from. Tagaytay Ridge ^ 
wounded -were flown bade to Nasugbu in Cub planes where it bad landed amd had remained to. support 
from advamced strips smoothed out of dry rice pad the <iefense of the MSR. ft provided artsflefy sup- 
dies, but soon the engineers completed an airstrip port for the task force. The 188th, 5llth and 2d 
at Iftius. and thereafter evacuation C-47s landed .Bt4uUon, iS7cb, supported, by the B74th and b75th 
thereon. • FA liatuUciss comprised the force designated to 

Following the fall of Nichols Field we regrouped attack Fdrt McKinley from the vfcinijy of Nichols 
for the final assault on the right anchor of the Jap Field. 

line. There, were two positions to be taken; Fort On the 1 5th, Pierson Task Force advanced north 
McKinley avd Mabato Point, the high ground on toward McKinley' along the east side of the Manila 

Laguna de Bay about 2.000 yards south b,f Fort Me- Railroad ’which ran parallel to the shofes of Tagur*^ 
Kin ley, The tactics in each case were simple: blast de Bay, The 188 th (with the 2d &ttalMn pf 


Co glc 
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bok' ^ingle-h®^ A GQmpaflv-. 5>UA, 
proaing Eort MCfCrnley alimg tho N'aliuk EieiJ- 
MtKidk')' Road, heavily ddendecj. We 

had learned hc^v' tt> reduce the jap stiongpomts. and 
A CofnpiHiy biid aheady cleaned iipeiei'CTi oi nveive 
eitiplacemenh>. Perex hud killed live Nips in the 
open on Uie wap fortv,j.rd anJ had blasted others in 
dugoufs with gretudcs. He rcahzed tliat the twelfth 
and hnaj spot had. to be- heutraHzed if. fe company 
were to advance to Mcdvcnley, Pefifi! circled around 
the emplacement; wjikh contained two twin mouhi 
,50-calibcT dual -purpose macbme guns' and got Kj 
withm twenty yards. laUing four Japs on the w'ay. 
He lobbed a grenade into the position, and. as the 
crew started withdrawing' through a tuimd just to 
the leaf of the emplacementi shot and killed four 
'Nips before exhausting his clip. He reloaded and 
killed four more when an escaping Jup javelined bis 
ciHe and bayonet at him. In warding oft tins thaist, 
Perez's n'He was knocked to the ground Seizing the 
]up fifk*, he continued fidng and killed two mare 
of the enemy. He nisljc'd the lematning Japanese, 
killed three of them with the KUt of dae- rifle, and 
entered the pLlRiux, w'here be bayoneted the one 
surviving hostile solther, biugle-handediv, Peccz 
kdJed 18 of the Nips m neutralizing the position 
svhich bad held up the advance of the entire 

c'cintpatiy , < 

Eor ‘conspicuous gallantly and intiepiditj at tfic 
mk of life abuse and .beyond chtreaU Oi” dutyV' Pii* 
vige First Class Manuel Perer, Jr., was a’wardeJ-lhe 


Thu laf«^Pr»Vol« Monue/ pir«, 5nt/i fi/Mj SMCfSffd mofr i/i Cffvitfon 
ha aiirenffllad fha Medof t>f Wcn?t»^ 


TSbch attached) and the bUth attacked east >ti the 
face of heavy automatic weaj.'<on$ and itr'td Iciy bie 
ftom.-FGit McKinley,' to form a ling, facing .easu 
above the left flank ot Pierson Task Force.' Positions 
were conscjlidated in pfepamtion for the attack the 
next day. ' 

On 1 7 February the Division received peimission 
to advance against the prewar tN Army post, aiiJ. 
following a heavy- air strike, attacked and seized 
Fort McdCmlcy We counted 9dl dead Japs in the 
fort, The Commanding General of XfV Corps was 
notified th(if McKinfey had fallen. ’ A cavalry' patfo] 
w.iis disp>atchc’d to contact the IBHth fnfantry witiiii) 
the fort. The battle tor the Jap stronghold was .a 
ba/d fight all the wciy ag.atnsf the usual array of 
Jiyp.^.llboxes, artillery, and 'evdlgd aotudrcfaf!: guns 

Another name was added to the battle licfoes of 
the United States when Pnvate Fir.st Class bbmu'd. 
Pere;z, Jr., of Company z\, 51 Ith,: stormed j Jap ptU- 


T*t« Japs burrowed fike morps dftfa l/>pC^rQyftd,dftbf We ftod .fo 
• lh«m ouf ' . ; 
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iVIe*Jai ol BimcrL. ; as he tljd SO continu- 
ously, ndt esca^^ ijncvitable. He was 

killed ^ week iaiet:; ^ v 

Colonel, ■ Geofi^e Piersort assumed tornmatid of 
Pier^Ki Task J.Ofce wbii.h had moved north, beyond 
Afaba+o PomL cut over to Laguna de, flay south of 
Fort tvlclCfdey, and isolated the Jap strongpmt at 
Alabatft. The tcrcaio wos rolling atid open, and from 
the high ground Mabato Pomt, the japs had |->ef- 
fect observatiojt and ftefds of fire. Like the rest of 
the Genko Line, it had been piepare<l tor defense 
ever since the Nips took LwzOtt tO 1‘bey Iwd 

burrowed jrul dug into the hills like glafd' mo'iesr 
Tunnels wound for hundreds of yards mklergroirnd, 
ciCcasionaity npening into large rooms used by the 
enany for living ejuar tors, -sOpply .rophis, tmTsmhnitk- 
tion centers, .tospdt^lsi : hesidqumtefC “d ;.ditihes. 
Tlae entire mass £st subways was interconnected; arid 
the Japs: iddld move from one posih’on to andther 
hundredCbf yards sway and on. the other oide Ilf a 
hill, without ever being seen, or coming on top 
•the ground, All key tmarn, leatures dormnatip 
avenues of approach to the catacombdike positip 
w^efe . gus tded by machine-^n agsts- and TO''fered 
with mortar and attiHefy Sm, 

To crack sudh a farmidable redouhL ;the task ftytye, 
first surfounded: 'if.; then blasted ie with aif sbik^Si 
artillery, ta«ks>ncl mortars, and thim ; assaulted; it 
with -flarn;e tfarow'ers iioU buUets. Tlfe' 3d Battalion, 
19th Infsotry, tstlacked from the north, the Isf Bat- 
talion, I87th, ffom the wesL and the ,ld Battalinjr, 
"intb, under Galonel Strong and gmeitilfas vtoclet 
Atajor Vanderpimik held :a line across the south road. 
Laguna de Bsf)i way on the east. The: .ground was 
, 50 bard thaf/aetiid ;b^ merely chipped off pieces' 
of the defense iiltghfly l^ than did the’ howitzers 
Finally the Air Corpw dropped NapalmV which served 
t\vo pwrp(j(ses,‘ it burned the camouffage oil; the cave 
entrances and, when a Napalni fire bcmtb landed m 
or near the opening nf a cave, i.t butned up so much 
oxygen so japidly that the lu'ding NJps w'etc suffo- 
cated intheirdairs: 

The Japs syere completc-ly soriburided and we 
were pounding them with eyeiyThiffg we had from 
rifles to Id-Km pnind aeriai bt>mbs from the P*3Ss 
mid P'^l.s. The situifrou Was hopeless for the Ntp,s. 
We knew wc thought they- did. AV'e, reas<.>ned 

that perbap.'- if wc riffered fhe Japs a chance m sur- 
render they ffught come out of iheit holes and save 
their lives. 


Tops ./opt gia.«n ineor Par* McKinhy aHir Tht 

Mtiifh rh»s« Jap AnatW Fort Mc#C»tilirK tffopQftpW;; 

.A Filipino who lived near Mabato Point vplun 
feered to take fbp message m to the. Japs, Xhe ines; 
Sage .slated fiuf at i 2U(i tha.t day all Americans 
•would stoplfitihg- jh’r '^n«. half'-jbiour and any Japs 
whvVsQ deshed yould come out With then .hands up 
and proceed safely faward our lme.v. Tlie Japs were, 
as we shoald have suspected, unreasonable. They 
killed ' the Ftdipmo's horse .■and -sebt him 'srii Frying 
buck out. At 123ft, sifter no Japs Iwd' ■.surrendered, 
we pounded fheit pissitmn : with everything ive bad. 
The enemy fGiight; back fitTcely:^^ H tfenjcn- 

dous 1 50nim moctajFS wtff> uncanfiy atxuracy , Finally 
the infantry successfirliy- aSSdUljted the position, and 
after the osuat cloSe-ih 6ghfi.ng plus doses of applied- 
flames fronr the -ali-potent tL-ime throsyers, ibe-^bpk 
were killed off, A. group of tvv'ft hundred tried tO 
esrape at night down the road to the south luvau-au' 
of the yi ltb arid the guerriliay in! ambush alohgyhe 
highway. The Japs were marching in close cblumn. 
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B mortarS> of aniimnition Man- 

Lowe, constantly expt)Stn^'hifosel£ to tbe tjo^tUe fiie, 
CQijrJsrated the fire c»f the section and personally 
killed eight japs in hahd-to-hsnicl cOcpBat;; Aftef thts 
sixth attack sv as beaten off, the Japs tkiihdpew hdcing 
theit : ^ dragging their wdai5f|e<|)yh^^ leaving 

behind Sr large nuinhet of dead/ X>u4rig^:.t^^^ 

Lowe hiiMSe] f killed i>ver fifty japs. H.ts outstandifig 
leadership and heroic, attiom were ariquestio^ 

, respfinsiblc for repelling six .fanatical attacks hjv Sh-. 
• enemy force oatnumbering his owti twelve to' one, 
Foflns hennt ach Lowe was awarded 

■ By 21 Whrakry al.l organized resistance in the area 
had eeasedr ,pwei nine hundretl Japs had been killed 
in the Mabato Focket- alone- We had lost, among 
others, Moseley of the Leyte ''Milk-run ' fame. 

Thfc fight for Fort McKinley went on apace with 
the battle fur Mabato Point. There were many stone 
and back buildings m the- fort, and reducing the ; 
area was remimscent of the fighting in stiuthern 
Manila. Sandbagged positions chyeted ail the lOads 
in McKinley, hue by ^ tlte usual ipfahtry-artiUery 

It is a known fa« that met! in the field make 
themselves as tomfortabk as passiSlcv But the ex- 
treme in battle itids was devised by ari- infantryman 
fy /w ih« dap* ior enV c ition iwB who sbalt remain nameicss foi obvious reasons. 

(Where did he get all the weapon^?) During the 
machine guns set up along attack op Mabato . Point a jap dugoiit W'as pointed 
■s a slaughter. out to our. ■graVel^agitator widi lh,e cornxnent that it 

.not that ea,>y to kill. Some contauted a jap and that he should elun.bmte said 
5 am and again until ptacti- , enemy. Our doughboy seemed to be without atras^, 
Bagumbayati just south df but oot for long. He turned around and mbtipiieid 
(then Teefjoirai Sergeant) forward bis assistant^ — a Filipino lad. This aide cat- 
ight machiite-gun section of ried a submachine' gun, an M- 1 , a carbme,^ and a 
he 5il tlj Infantjy. His posb pistol. Sizing up the situation like a. golfer wonder- 
re of Laguna de Bay, three mg which dub to use, our infantryrnan; selected an 
my supporting troops. Re- M-1 from his caddy, strode, nonchalantly Over. tb; the 
were made on the po4rinn Jap position, and shot the Jxpi He returned 
ippfoximatdy three, hundred w'eapon to fits gun pcirtet axidi with the self-satisfied 
nt Low'^e personalty manned attitude of a man who had jii-st bla.stcd from a sand 
: ted fire o,f the others. Shoot- trap into fhe cup. proceeded on his way. 
ion drove off four attacks;. • ■ On 21 l^hnaary tbcrtpipdrtant naval base of Cavite 
after the fbacth attack was was occupisd by a unit made up from Special Teoexps. 
a raiding party outside the of the Otvfsi?>n; thxt is. Colonel Aiwood and Captain 
seven Jap machine guns, two Mabbatt. ' 


Chapter lo: The 

O N 3 February, the Division Commander had 
been ordered to attack, as soon as possible, 
the Japanese intermnent camp at Los Banos, 
and to free if possible the 2,147 civilians and pris- 
oners of war held there. At this time the Division 
was just arriving on Tagaytay Ridge and possessed 
little territory which it could call its own, so it was 
not until 19 February, when the fall of Nichols 
Field and Fort McKinley seemed imminent, that the 
Division Commander could think about Los Banos. 
The camp at this time was some fifty miles behind 
the Japanese lines and was closely guarded. If the 
internees could be liberated, it would be necessary 
to transport them through enemy territory to our 
own lines. The rescue would be difficult and required 
a careful and accurate evaluation of intelligence re- 
ports, a thoroughly detailed and rapidly executed 
plan. The attack was outstandingly successful. We 
rescued 2,147 internees. Two hundred and forty- 
seven Japanese were killed. We lost only two men 
killed and four wounded. Of all the internees, only 
one was wounded, and he very lightly. 

The operation was divided into five phases. 

Phase I included the secret planning and recon- 
naissance performed by Division Headquarters prior 
to alerting the participating troops. Because units 
which were to participate in the Los Banos operation 
were heavily engaged in the bitter fighting on 
Nichols Field, they could not be withdrawn to plan 
and study the operation. 

Phase II. During this phase of the operation, the 
Provisional Division Recormaissance Platoon, rein- 
forced by Filipino guerrillas, infiltrated in native 
bancas across Laguna de Bay, into and around the 
camp to the landing beaches, the drop zone, and 
located and silently destroyed as many sentries as 
possible. 

Phase 111 was the parachute assault by B Qtmpany 
of the 511th Infantry. The purpose of this operation 
was to place a fighting unit of some force as close 
to the camp as possible so that it could enter quickly 
and prevent the Japanese authorities from slaying 
the internees. If they could accomplish this mission 
quickly, they were then to organize the internees for 
evacuation, and prepare them for the arrival of the 
amphibious force. 

Phase IV was the amphibious attack by the 1st 
Battalion of the 511th Parachute Infantry, less the 


Los Banos Raid 

jumping B G)mpany, and the evacuation of the in 
ternees to safety behind the American front lines. 

Phase V. It was computed that between 8,000 and 
15,000 Japanese troops were within four hours’ 
march of the camp, available to counterattack. (The 
accuracy of these computed strengths was borne out 
two months later when this area was once again 
attacked by the 11th Airborne and the 1st Cavalry 
Divisions in the campaign to free Southern Luzon.) 
Phase V was to prevent the counterattack. This was 
a diversionary ground attack in force with the dual 
mission of first, blocking the Santo Tomas route of 
approach, and second, attacking along the south 
shore of Laguna de Bay to meet the amphibious force 
and provide an escort for the ground evacuation of 
the internees along this route, should it prove im- 
possible to evacuate all by water. 

Phase I 

Ever since the original assignment of the rescue 
mission on 3 February, the intelligence section of 
Division Headquarters had been gathering informa- 
tion about Los Banos. Guerrillas and natives from 
the area were questioned interminably and fragments 
of each interrogation were pieced together until 
around the 15th, Butch Mueller, the G-2, was able 
to produce a tentative map of the camp and the sur- 
rounding terrain. Air photographs were obtained, 
and trusted guerrilla spies were dispatched into the 
camp area with definite reconnaissance missions. 
Five days before the operation, the guerrilla scouts 
brought back an escaped internee. Mr. Peter Miles, 
an engineer who had broken from the camp, joined 
a guerrilla spy, and returned to the Division com- 
mand post at Paranaque. He corrected the map of 
the camp, and placed on it the detailed arrangement 
of the interior, including the quarters of all inter- 
nees, the guard houses, the position of the sentries, 
and the several known blockhouses and pillboxes 
armed with machine guns. He also set down the 
approximate condition of the internees, and closely 
estimated the number who would require evacuation 
by litter. The assistance which this brave man ren- 
dered cannot be too highly praised. 

From the completed and detailed map, the final 
plan was made, the exact landing beach and para- 
chute drop zone were selected, the individual mis- 
sions were assigned the members of the Reconnais- 
sance Platoon, and the plan was submitted to the 
Commanding General of XIV Corps, Major General 
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Oscar Griswold, for approval of the plan and the 
target date of 23 February. The plan was approved 
without change by General Griswold and ordered 
executed. Thirty-six hours before the attack, the 
troops which were to participate in the raid were 
disengaged from the action near Fort McKinley and 
moved under cover of darkness, first to staging areas 
at Muntinlupa and Pafanaque, and then to the posi- 
tions from which they would launch their attacks. 
Nine C-47 airplanes of the 65th Troop-Carrier 
Squadron landed on Nichols Field, picking their 
perilous way through cratered and mine-studded run- 
ways and taxiways, and fifty-nine noisy and ungainly 
amphtracs thundered into Paranaque from the north, 
having angled their way through the debris and 
mine-littered streets of Manila, so recently opened. 
Not until the 22d, the day before the attack, were 
the commanders allowed to reconnoiter the positions 
selected for them to commence the battle of the 
following day. These positions were far beyond our 
own front lines, and it is to the everlasting credit 
of these commanders, who had only been handed 
their orders for a complicated operation a few hours 
before, that they silently and courageously proceeded 
deep into Japanese territory, thoroughly reconnoi- 
tered positions and routes, and returned to move 
their commands that night just as silently, coura- 
geously, faultlessly, and accurately into position for 
the successful attack the next morning. The para- 
troopers of B Company moved to Nichols Field and 
slept under the wings of their planes. The 1st Bat- 
talion, less B Company, and the noisy amphtracs 
moved to the beach at Mamatid on the west shore 
of Laguna de Bay and waited for embarking time. 

There was no moon on the night of 22-23 Febru- 
ary 1945, and the course for the slow, noisy amph- 
tracs was seven and four-tenths miles long, with a 
right-angled turn to the right in the middle of it. 
It was necessary to navigate by compass, and the 
amateur ships' masters plotted and re-plotted their 
course, mumbled and memorized the times and direc- 
tions, and acknowledged to themselves that never 
had such a thing been tried before. 

At midnight in Paranaque the Division Com- 
mander received an urgent message from the Air 
Corps. Hundreds of trucks, with lights ablaze, could 
be seen entering the Los Banos' Camp, halting, turn- 
ing, and moving back to the east from whence they 
could be observed arriving in great number. The 
information came from the pilots of the Black 


Widow night-reconnaissance planes flying over 
Laguna de Bay, and raised the serious and likely 
possibility that somewhere, somehow the plan had 
become Imown to the Japanese and they were rein- 
forcing the camp. After due and deliberate consid- 
eration, the General decided to ignore the reports, 
and not pass the message on to the participating 
troops. At 0100 hours he and his staff jeeped to the 
Mamtid beach on Laguna de Bay. On the way they 
passed the new Bilibid Prison at Muntinlupa, lighted 
and busy with preparations to receive the prisoners; 
they passed the line of heavy trucks, well back 
behind the American lines, waiting for the word to 
come forward and receive the internees; and as they 
reached the beach, they watched the last of the 
clumsy amphtracs entering the dirty, tepid, shallow 
water of Laguna de Bay on the first leg of their 
seven-mile compass course. The work of Division 
Headquarters was over. Command passed to the 
Task Force Headquarters (Headquarters and Head- 
quarters Company of the 188th Glider Infantry, with 
Colonel Shorty Soule in command), and on the suc- 
cessful execution of the precision plan depended the 
fate of the 2,147 prisoners across the bay. 

Phase II 

The Provisional Division Reconnaissance Platoon 
had been assigned three missions: they were to infil- 
trate the camp area and mark the parachute drop 
zone at the proper time, mark the landing beach at 
the proper time, and disperse so that at H-hour , they 
were in position to attack and kill the sentries and 
outposts of the camp — silently if possible. The pla- 
toon was small, about thirty-two men and an officer, 
reinforced by about eighty' Filipino guerrillas. It 
would be necessary for them to land in darkness well 
to the east and make their way about five miles to 
the vicinity of the camp. Since the rice paddies were 
at this time flooded and made travelling difficult, it 
was decided that they should cross the bay two nights 
before the operation and hide during the day of the 
22d. It was lucky that they did, for the night of 
the 21st was stormy, and, after a difficult crossing 
of the choppy Laguna de Bay in native bancas, they 
arrived shortly before dawn on the far shore, ex- 
hausted, and with only enough time to reach the 
woods back of the shore and hide. On the night 
of the 22d, it took each man about seven hours of 
laborious plodding across the flooded rice paddies 
to reach his appointed place. At thirty seconds be- 
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fore 0700 on the morning of the 23d, two white 
columns of phosphorus smoke rose from the drop 
zone behind the camp, and two identical white col- 
umns rose from the beach in front of the town of 
Los Banos. By these signals, the anxious watchers 
on the far shore, those in approaching C-47s, and 
those in the amphtrac waves knew that the Recon 
Platoon had succeeded in reaching the goal. A slight 
shifting in course by the planes, a minuscule oblique 
by the amphtracs, and the approaching troops steered 
to the exact landing spots. On the ground, the killer 
parties, made up of Reconnaissance Platoon men and 
guerrillas, had approached as close, in some cases, 
as three feet from the assigned Japanese sentry, and 
at thirty seconds before 0700 they attacked and killed 
the outpost sentries. Though not strong enough to 
knock out the pillboxes, they covered them with fire 
until the paratroop force arrived to destroy the de- 
fenders. A portion of the platoon entered the camp 
proper and set fire to the barracks in which were 
stored the arms and ammunition of the prison 
guards. The entire operation was completed in less 
than fifteen minutes. The platoon was then joined 
by B Gjmpany which had landed by parachute a 
short distance to the north. There were no casualties 
in the Reconnaissance Platoon. The unit accounted 
for all but a few of the Japanese sentries without 
firing one shot into the camp to endanger the inter- 
nees. The missions assigned them were heroically 
and perfectly accomplished. 

Phase III 

Gjmpany B of the 511th Parachute Infantry was 
commanded by Lieutenant John Ringler. Three days 
before the Los Banos operation. Lieutenant Ringler 
was called into the operations section of Division 
Headquarters, given a map, and shown a small field 
just north of the college at Los Banos, surrounded 
on three sides by trees, and on the other by railroad 
track. Across the field ran a high-tension wire. He 
was told that three days hence he was to load his 
company into nine C-47s at Nichols Field and at 
0700 in the morning, jump the company on the 
indicated field, go to the internment camp, destroy 
the Japanese guards, and organize the internees to 
be evacuted by the remainder of his battalion, due 
to arrive by amphtrac from the town of Los Banos 
within a half hour after his company’s jump. He 
was told that his parachutes would be flown in from 
Leyte the next day, and that he would move his 


company to Nichols Field on 22 February. He was 
cautioned that bullets fired into the camp from the 
outside might hit the internees. 

The company moved to Nichols Field, and on the 
night of the 22d, slept under the wings of their 
planes. Before dawn of the 23d they loaded and 
took off from the runway so recently wrested from 
the Japanese defenders — some of whom still hid in 
the holes and grasses of the field. In the grey dawn, 
the planes, in perfect formation, approached the 
camp from the north over Laguna de Bay. Precisely 
at 0700, watchers on the ground saw Lieutenant 
Ringler ’s parachute snap open over the camp, and the 
air was filled with descending chutes. In less than 
a minute, all men were on the ground. None was 
injured. All were in the assigned drop zone, and 
the company moved off toward the camp. They 
arrived in less than fifteen minutes, destroyed the 
three pillboxes defending with machine-gun fire the 
entrances to the camp, joined the Reconnaissance 
Platoon and killed the remaining Japanese defenders 
of the camp. They set fire to all the Japanese 
quarters and turned to the jubilant and excited inter- 
nees. Quickly they quieted the overjoyed prisoners, 
told them what belongings they would be allowed 
to take with them, and dispatched them to their 
barracks to obtain these specified items. Then they 
formed the evacuees in columns and turned to greet 
the remainder of the battalion as it lumbered 
through the entrance of the camp in the amphibious 
tractors. B Company’s dramatic phase of the opera- 
tion was over in less than forty minutes, but they 
had accomplished the phase courageously and well. 
All the Jap garrison lay dead and not one of the 
company or the internees had even been wounded. 

Phase IV 

It was with a good deal of trepidation that Colo- 
nel Gibbs, the commander of the 672d Amphibious 
Tractor Battalion, launched his fleet into the waters 
of the inland Philippine Bay. So far as he knew, 
amphtracs had been designed for short, direct assault 
landings across beaches, not for navigating a crooked 
course by compass. Now he was faced with a seven- 
and-a-half mile trip on a black night, his craft were 
loaded with a battalion of paratroopers accustomed 
to travel by air and not by floating tractor, and he 
was required to arrive exactly at 0700 on a small 
beach on the other side of the bay — the only beach, 
in fact, on which his clumsy craft could emerge 
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from the shallow water. The word "Surprise” had 
been drilled into his head as the keynote of success 
of this operation, and yet here he sat in the middle 
of the noisiest collection of noise-making machines 
ever to try sneaking. As the pitch darkness changed 
to grey dawn, the far shore gradually became vis- 
ible, and, a few seconds before 0700, as the first 
wave approached the shore, two columns of white 
phosphorus smoke rose from the beach marking the 
exact limits of the landing area. 

At 0700 the first wave climbed up onto the beach 
and sporadic machine-gun fire commenced from the 
two hills which flanked the beach. The first wave 
split: two groups headed to block the road into the 
beach, and two groups rapidly moved to the rear 
and flanks, one to each of the hills from which 
now came steady small-arms fire. The succeeding 
waves landed, and except for the amphtracs in which 
rode the artillery, proceeded directly to the intern- 
ment camp. The artillery moved inland a short dis- 
tamce, went into position, and took the offensive hills 
under fire. Upon arrival at camp the small task 
force found the situation well in hand. Internees 
were organized and practically ready to embark. No 
time was wasted, and the amphtracs were loaded 
with the invalids, women, nuns, and children. They 
then headed for the beach with their precious loads, 
and the men of the 1st Battalion formed a cordon 
around the leftovers and started them toward the 
beach on foot. Back at the beach, Major Hank Bur- 
gess, commanding the battalion, found the beach- 
head in good shape, with only single sporadic rounds 
coming from the Japanese. He radioed to Task Force 
Headquarters that he could hold the beachhead until 
the amphtracs could make one round trip, that he 
could then evacuate all internees by water, and that 
he and his battalion would then fight their way out 
to the attacking ground force. It had been decided 
that if the resistance in the vicinity of the beach 
was strong, the stronger of the internees would have 
to be evacuated by land behind the combat troops as 
they fought their way out. This phase of the opera- 
tion had been dreaded by all who knew of it, and 
it was with great joy that Major Burgess’ radio mes- 
sage was received. His new plan was approved. On 
the second trip, however, it was found that, in addi- 
tion to all remaining evacuees, the amphtracs could 
accommodate all of the combat unit. 

Major Burgess grabbed an artillery radio at hand 
and called to the little Cub plane overhead, asking 


the pilot if he could contact the Division Com- 
mander. It so happened that the Division Com- 
mander was at the command post of the artillery 
battalion to which the plane belonged and he an- 
swered the radio. The pilot reported that Major Bur- 
gess stated that the amphtracs could accommodate 
his entire force as well as the internees. Joyously the 
Division Commander told the pilot to order the 
entire amphibious unit to return by amphtrac avoid- 
ing the overland fighting originally planned, and to 
try to contact Colonel LaFlamme, commander of 
the leading ground attacking force. The pilot deliv- 
ered the orders to Major Burgess and then said that 
he had radio contact with the artillery observer ac- 
companying Colonel LaFlamme. The Division Com- 
mander ordered Colonel LaFlamme to withdraw 
slowly to the San Juan River. In these few moments 
the entire plan was altered, and the operation drew 
to its completion. The amphibious troops embarked 
behind the last of the internees, dodging occasional 
sniper bullets. It was during this phase that one 
internee received a grazing flesh wound, and two 
amphtracs were sunk. One member of the amphibi- 
ous force had been wounded. 

Back on the beach at Mamatid, the amphtracs dis- 
gorged their rejoicing passengers, men of the Divi- 
sion placed them in tmcks, and they were whisked 
back to the prison at Muntinlupa where cigarettes, 
chocolate, b^s, and a hot meal awaited them. The 
courage, devotion to duty, precision of operation, and 
cool intrepidity of this amphibious force had enabled 
them to perform their difficult mission with success 
beyond the wildest dreams of themselves and their 
commanders. No praise of their efiforts can exceed 
that due them. 

Phase V 

To the rescued internees the paratroopers and am- 
phibian soldiers were the heroes of that day. They 
did not know, nor did they particularly care, about 
the diversionary ground attack which was made at 
the same time across the San Juan River. For some 
time, the Japanese had expected an attack from this 
direction, and had prepared their positions. Had 
this phase of the operation been omitted, a force 
of Japanese overwhelming in strength would have 
been free to prevent the evacuation of the prisoners 
by the paratroopers and the amphibious force. Here, 
in this unheralded phase of the attack, were the 
casualties of the day received. 
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During the night of 22-23 February, the troops 
of the 188th Glider Infantry (less the 2d Battalion), 
the 675th and 472d Field Artillery Battalions, and 
Company B of the 637th Tank Destroyer Battalion 
moved into the positions their commanders had re- 
connoitered the day before. On the north shore of 
the San Juan River, the infantry waited during the 
night at fords discovered and prepared by the engi- 
neers the previous day when all bridges were des- 
troyed. At 0700 precisely, the first artillery round 
reverberated across the still rice paddies and landed 
on Lecheria Hill, known to be the first Japanese 
position. Overhead, nine C-47s had just passed, and, 
in the distance, could be heard the dim rumbling 
of the amphtracs. The infantry of the 188th waded 
across the San Juan River, and headed for Lecheria 
Hills, the first objective. The sound of machine guns 
echoed back and contact was made. The captain in 
command of the tank destroyer company fell, his 
forehead pierced by a Japanese bullet — our first fatal 
casualty of the day. The troops moved forward. One 
company turned to the right to block the road from 
Santo Tomas from where Japanese reinforcements 
were expected. The remainder of the force attacked 
and, after a short but bitter fight, seized Lecheria 
Hills. They then moved on toward Los Banos, 
toward the Rock Quarry, where intelligence reports 
had located the Japanese reserves. At about noon, 
the word came that it would be unnecessary to pro- 
ceed all the way to Los Banos, since all troops and 
internees would be evacuated by amphtrac. Welcome 
word it was too, for the fighting was becoming more 
intense. The ground force was ordered to withdraw, 
slowly, and, if possible, without casualties. This 
they did, and, when they reached the north shore 
of the San Juan River again — the same place where 
they had started at 0700 that morning — their rejoic- 
ing was cut short. Having gained fifty linear miles 
of enemy territory so cheaply, the Division decided 
to hold onto it. The ground force was ordered to 
remain where it was, hold its present position until 
the fighting north at Manila was over, and the Divi- 
sion would turn south in earnest. Two men had been 
killed in this fight, and two had been wounded. Two 
thousand one hundred and forty-seven had been lib- 
erated. Only a few days before, these very troops 
had completed the bitterest fighting campaign of 
their career. These were the same troops who moved 


across the open ground of Nichols Field in the face 
of suicidal resistance and strafing by heavy guns; 
who, only twenty-three days ago, had landed on the 
hostile shores of Nasugbu Beach, a hundred miles 
to the west, and had hurried on to enter Manila and 
seize Nichols Field and Fort McKinley from the 
Japs. Here again, no praise could exceed that which 
their courage and devotion to duty merited. 

At 1700 in the afternoon of 23 February, the Divi- 
sion Commander sent word to General Griswold 
that the rescue of the Los Banos internees was com- 
plete; that 2,147 individuals had been transported to 
new Bilibid Prison with one slightly wounded cas- 
ualty; that our casualties had been two killed in 
action and four wounded; and that the troops, less 
the 1st Battalion of the 188th, which would hold 
the San Juan River line, and the 1st Battalion of the 
511th, which would guard new Bilibid Prison, were 
returning to continue the fight at Fort McKinley. If 
he thought of the Air Corps report of hundreds of 
reinforcing trucks, and of the uneasy moments the 
report had given him, he did not mention it. 

It is believed that the precision and bravery with 
which the troops executed the Los Banos rescue 
are in keeping with the very highest tradition of the 
United States Army, worthy as an example for the 
emulation of all soldiers, and worthy of citation. As 
General of the Army Douglas MacArthur radioed 
to the Division: ”An operation such as that per- 
formed today will gladden the hearts of soldiers 
throughout the world.” 

Today, two humerous anecdotes are told of the 
historical raid. The first involves a little old lady 
who seemed sad as the soldiers entered the camp — 
though she was packed and ready to leave. Ques- 
tioned on her lack of enthusiasm, she glumly replied : 
"Night after night I’ve dreamed of this day, and 
in all my dreams of rescue, I was rescued by Marines. 
You’re not Marines.” And the other tells of one 
quite opposite lady who joyfully threw her arms 
around the neck of the first paratrooper she saw and 
commenced to thank him profusely. The busy sol- 
dier gave one short hug and said: "Hold your horses 
a second, sister, and I’ll be right back.” As the excite- 
ment died down, the soldier, a devout Catholic, 
turned to greet the now shy nun who had greeted 
him so happily and bestowed upon him such un-nun- 
like affections. 
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U p to this time, the 67-mile supply route from 
Nasugbu to Manila was defended and kept 
open by offensive action of the 15 2d A A AT 
Battalion; the 1st Battalion, 19th Infantry; Battery C, 
457th FA Battalion; and guerrillas, all under the 
direction of Headquarters, 187th Infantry. 

With the reduction of the Genko Line, the cap- 
ture of part of Manila, the seizure of Nichols Field 
and Fort McKinley, and the spectacular liberation 
of Allied civilians at Los Banos chalked up to our 
credit, the Division had reason to be proud of its 
accomplishments. But if winning tough battles was 
going to make us proud, we were destined to strut 
like the proverbial peacocks by the time the Luzon 
campaign was over. We were just getting started. 

About 23 February the Division was given a new 
mission. Our new mission was to destroy all the 
Japs in Southern Luzon south of Manila. While the 
major portion of the Division was fighting near 
Manila, the combat elements left to guard the MSR, 
Highway 17, had by no means been idle. They had 
kept the MSR free of Japs by constant patrolling 
and by fighting Japs in small skirmishes wherever 
they found them. The guerrillas attached to head- 
quarters of the 187th proved themselves invaluable, 
but to tell the story of all the Filipino bands who 
had been at one time or another attached to the 11th 
Airborne would require another history. The guer- 
rillas accounted for a large number of the enemy 
and gave us worthwhile information concerning his 
whereabouts, and without their active, combative aid. 
Operation Shoestring could never have been accom- 
plished. 

Through the guerrilla sources and through our 
own G-2 channels we were aware of the existence 
of large numbers of well equipped, well dug-in 
Japanese in our new zone. One Jap force formed 
a line from Laguna de Bay to Lake Taal along the 
line: Mt. Bijiang-Mt. Maquiling-Hill 580-Hill 
660-Mt. Sungay. Another occupied the Ternate- 
Pico de Loro sector, to which the Japs, scattered by 
our initial drive' from Nasugbu, had fled. There 
was also a strong defensive position along the Mt. 
Macolod-Lipa Hill-Mt. Malepunyo hill masses, and 
considerable enemy troops in the Bicol Peninsula 
north of Legaspi. To assist us in this new mission, 
the 158th Regimental Combat Team (The Bush- 
masters), under the command of Brigadier General 
Hanford MacNlder, was attached to the Division. 
The first objective assigned to the Division was to 


open the Manila-Santo Tomas-Lipa-Batangas high- 
way so that the port of Batangas could be used to 
mount further amphibious operations, particularly 
an attack at Legaspi by the Bushmasters to clear the 
Bicol Peninsula. Because of this impending opera- 
tion Sixth Army specified that the 158th must be 
employed on the right flank of the Division attack 
into Southern Luzon; that is, around the west side 
of Lake Taal with a route of advance through Bala- 
yan, Lemery, Batangas, where the fighting was ex- 
pected to be much easier. 

In addition to opening the Batangas highway, the 
Division was also given the immediate objective of 
opening Manila Harbor by destroying all Japanese 
on the southern shore; that is, the Ternate concen- 
tration. Accordingly, the plan of attack was drawn 
up as follows: the 511th and 187th Infantry Regi- 
ments were to attack abreast, 511th on the left, 
southward through the narrow neck of land between 
Lake Taal and Laguna de Bay — known to be heavily 
defended. In a wide enveloping movement around 
Lake Taal, the 158th Regimental Combat Team was 
to attack along the route Balayan-Lemery-Bauan- 
Cuenca and Batangas-Lipa, and the two prongs were 
to join at Lipa, thus opening the highway. The 
188th Infantry, less the 2d Battalion, was assigned 
the mission of attacking and destroying the enemy 
force entrenched at Ternate and in the Pico de Loro 
hills on the southern shore of Manila Bay. The 2d 
Battalion was left temporarily in Manila to complete 
mopping up, and was then to move to Tagaytay 
Ridge and protect the three Division supply lines 
from Nasugbu: one to Ternate, one to Balayan, and 
one to the 511th at Calamba. General Farrell dis- 
posed his artillery as follows: the 675th was placed 
in direct support of the 187th Infantry, the 674th 
was placed in direct support of the 511th Infantry, 
the 457th in direct support of the 188th at Ternate, 
and the 472d (105s) were sent to Ternate to rein- 
force the fires of the 457th. One battalion of medi- 
ums was to reinforce the fires of the 674th, and the 
other, the fires of the organic artillery of the 158th. 

The first thing that had to be done was to shorten 
the lines of communication and supply over this vast 
area. In the initial disposition, the supply route to 
the 511th ran from Nasugbu to Tagaytay Ridge, 
thence to Manila, and thence across to Laguna de 
Bay and down the west shore to Calamba — some 125 
miles. The 1 27th Engineers were to shorten the lines, 
and they accomplished it with three new roads, con- 
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T-aHfOf .fef^si from Tago^yy fo t<iUsafi hf ^i^9 t37fh road row* 2,163^ f99i iti 4.^ = Wi/ef 


strucli^q. &f ajiy ftnf wh^'h was a r«ina.{kabie tk<; en^iaeietS> tiC3ct moved farther soutb^ Where <he 
engineermg fgat ^ ^ ^ , 'bighwaf tqrrK to the oorth to leave Tagsj'tay SiJge 

The 1:58th met nO resistaoce uhtil the)' redt'bfd aad head fdr,ManiJa» there was anothej rtarfow road 
Lemery. In order-to cat off the long rttund-about teading due east, over the top of M'f Sungay, and 
trip frdrh Division Headquarters do Tagaytay Ridge, down, so the map said, to the tosvn of Calamba in 
hack to Railed, through Balayan to L<smery;^t^^^ the southwestern corner of Laguna de Bay. The 

neers .bnijt a road on the edge of the difl -whieh is 187th and the 4 57:th had cleared Mt. S^mga'y of Japs, 
the ih’eStero shore of Lake from the western and the 127th graded, and o'snstructed, a road aIor>g 
end of the Tagajtay Ridge Rbad, down the crest ciifF.s and mountains and dc?w'n through the Cpoonui 
of Shorty Rrtigei they cut a dusty, twisting, narrow^ groves to the 5nth {sositicvn. Because the. ledge 
road which debouched from the foothills of Mt. which our light airborne engineer equipment Could 
Batulao just west of Lemery. This one. came to be 'carve otiC of the side of the mountain was aft Cx 
called the Shorty Ridge tpad, and if the tremely narrow one at best, this road coul^ 

trip to the j,jSth by r O The Second piess he enlarged wide enough to accommodate a 21/^-top 

ing task of the to shoften the route truck, hut jeeps and three-quarter-tons ytilized it ev'er 

to the 511th, away on the ^l^^^ flank. Halfway from after. The Silang road was continued in use as a 
Tagiiyttiy.fcdge W was a small town heavy supply route. 

namerf ;Silaflg^^Hero riArmw The third road which the engmeety constructed 

dirt road which led frairi Sdaug to the western shore w’as the most amazing. It came to be called the 
of Laguna de Bay, emergirig just south of Muntin- Stilwell Road, ilfter pictures w'e had all seen of the 
!upa. They widened this frail, bridging and bypass- Ledo Ro'id id Burmd slujer diff on the 

ing raviftc-.s and streams, and opened .it as d tem- north side of LakdT'aal is verdcaL except for razor- 
pcirary supply road. It oit the original ropte by about Ife nttefis 'that The top of 

seventy miles, it W'ds still too long, howevpr, and the, tidgd feet abayd , sea level, and except 

■■■ .Mho . 
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aiid leaf .Camouflage on ;Ntchols Field liad, The. 
x'wntinuoui dayiuffer day aetacfe with loss of men and 
jnfiriitesiflrial gain of gtound discouraged the at- 
tackers, and; iio enthWSiasiA maiked the successive 
and never-ending. "ventures into the bamboo thickets. 

Jc vt-as.reafaed that rntsre. troops were needed to' re- 
tlugf the position efficfeittly., but the removal of the 
i Regimental Ck>mbat Team the Givtsion;, 
effort ioid the freeaing of the .at Riiuan. as 

Afrrjy resetvc v< sncterased the difficulty of. the r 
l.ipa atmck that im froVips could be spur.ed. hideett, / 
it was mvessary to roniOve the 47,2d Field Arblleiy 
.fUitalion ffOm the 'retjiart- ?orie.' and the metfrod ctf 
pfixemeal , lrinited:-.oh'jeitiye . attacks. momdDitous- and 
e;¥aspe.fof ing' 3,s they vvere,, hud te be continued.- 

Taetica! attempted to bring the cam- 

paign to a dose.. Captain fade HayeS of the 07th 
twifc: his; C Battery afou by bOdt stnd landed it on 
the west p)ote of the isfond.behm^ 'Looc.jCove so 
that be tpuM teadi the top of Rico de .Loki, and 
the wmste.f.o slopes of the': ;boses. Major AIe.vanilef 
and O'lkmbl Stadth^rf, the aitiUcfy' commander, led 
wide eiivelopments through . M ags I ^ tci Pks? de 

Loro.and ifloved down tr). strike the main }aj} poSt-< 
UOf! m the rear^ The: exu'betant pstrot leading of 
apHkrv officers like Norns0 Hartia, Jim Nelsoir, 
and Leon Botchio fbnotyed; by: artillery soldiers, 
eage.r but untraijxed in iofarury tactics, accounted foe .. 
marA Japanese but. »t theysgtAe tlime brought forth 
an order from the pithsipn Artillery ; crmiih 
General Farrell.: that they wixild, tend to rheir guns 
and cease, trying to becbnte:lMap<>leoi«, General 
Farrell himself was orA pf the most eager aiul tffc- 
ptessible contenders .fo^ the. Job of Dp isioh lend 
scoa't, and '{f must; have hefers with his- fotigue in his 
Cheek fhat te <ient this oider from his position Under 
a ;Jeep beycmd Cuerica — pinned doAh>: by enerpy 
rnachinegun foe . 

The lAstb.bad.tapruted forty Qdfoatg:, lighf ply- 
wood motorbc'.its in wfiitlt ..suicide pilpts 
American; sJnpSc and these secre used as= ferries^^ tow- 
ing rubber; rafts -auos;. the MafagORd, oh River. By 
5 -April pp!y isolated mrjpping up pfoiam The. 
Ternatt' force had ctmntcc] . 51.A jspahise .on thc- 
gfound, and many more avere sealed m caves. It had 
been a bitten distc?r.(tagtrtg. tempePedgih^^ 

During the battle. SlKirty Soule vyasv pfothofod to 
brigadter general ..'ind departed form- the GivAiM fo 
become Assjstant Divisioh Lfornmandcf df the: ;0th 



8«yo/riflI of T*r«of#.. q^cf qewt A# Morogoffc/pff A-20i 

Wait -krp qnif i/utfouf# M 7SSf#j Gifd«r 

Divisibn, He was succeeded , as regimental com-, 
mandet by Colonel ISforinan Tipton. 

On 24 February, the 51lth tyas in position south 
of (Alumba' to cornmeo'ce. its. a ttack toward Santo 
Tomas. One force was moved out toward Los Banos ' 
amd ordered to prevent movetoca!: into the area from 
that direction. They experjeneed foany uncoordinated 
Brsn 2 a} attacks, and spotadic artUiery and -mortar 
i'onctntrations foil hfyon them, but no coordihated 
attack hit the regiment in -the rear. The right of the 
51 Ith ime, moved agaifot veA 'iibte mistapee down 
the highway to |he Siam Siam River, ami actos.s it 
almost to the MupfiRo Rivet- The center pf thedinc, 
howevetv, ehcaunfered a heavily -fortified position on 
Altv-Bijiubg, a .foiin4. feld kntib whose bate sioptes 
olfored ohtesf:fic,ted: ofo fire to the Jap de- 

fenders, hidden in foe caves. The knob was 
plastUtod with air strikes and afollefy bombardments 
tvlticb ■literally blcnv the fop ( 3 ff the MM, blit -even 
so, hU, -foiiMg was taken only after the third as: 
saulf, rrwde unUer.covef of .smoke- Meamyhilfo Fred 
■^TightT battalinp on the right dank reciuced Suc- 
cessive Jap- delaying pt^sitions, crossed the MUntirro 
River and fojttured Hill . 580, over hfolcmg the ‘town 
>>f Santo Tofoas. .The regiment held these lines until 
relieved %- foc-^ l^t Cavalry Division; . 

Back on the notfhem foore of Lake Taal, the 
;lR7th. proceeded forward from Talisay on the; toad 
to; Tivnau-an without resistaRCe unfo came up to 
H3ll;bdf).. The fogiment -^as attacking with its two 
battalions abreast, the 1st on the left making the 
main elTort, and the 2d on the right scouring the 
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teirain souUl of the Tanauan; rpia4. About three hurt' 
dred yaids \5'est of Hilt <S6fl, ;th fC^gifneni' came, 
under extremely heay^ jftifitaf shd automatif-Wea' . 
pons fire fram the japaiwse postbon im tlie hili 
After three days bf bUaVy figbrioj’' in ^vhicji the unit 
enveloped ihe posit (Oil. by a;rtjbve;tlm)uph the dense; 
bamhpcf gttm-s 0 ,n the north side: of the hill, rlip 
ha-tfalioreckphi-ted tbpfey piisitiou of tbe hiili a toi t- 
ress of piribotcea surn'tuiidirip a tppvgrted contiefe 
water Unk. 'Ori Kip of the htlh the enemy svas par- 
tially routed out of a vettf^bk ufider|?tound garrison 
of lirge; intercooner.ted c'uves. Many Were sealed in' 
the large, hollow moms where- they could he heard 
scrcarping and scratthing on the dirtmlled exits.. - 
At about this time, Criloncl Hildebtahd departed 
from the p.iv.i$»sn,-and PdafSOrt as- 

sullied conjmznd of the i87fh.- 
We had been alerted dial the 1st &ikl.ty division 
svouid soon relieve us- in the GHamba-TiiFrauan 
vicinity, and tliat we lyOutd replace Ule t58th. cap-: 
tore Batangus and move due east to the east coast 
of Luzon, .If didhT taVe: a geii'iu to figure out .the 
strategy. fetThd of ilapsu We 'would hold what :■ 
we had, fceep fe,klhig the and turn Santa 
Tomas find Tanaliap over to the. Cavalry Division- tc? 
take. We diSpAkhed patrols into the two towns, and 
on 23 March moved by-way of Tagaytay Ridge and 
Shorty Ridge Road to psisitiwis south of Lake Taat. 

In the accwiplishment of their mission, the 158th 
RCT had moved iwiftly against light cesistance 
along the route: Tuy-Bulayari-Leinery- At Lemery, 
resjstiiiice gfesv heavier ami the .Bushrnastets fch the 
httsmess end of the heaviest lap artillciy we had yet 
encauntered; 30fttnm held pieces, cmpluced cjtn the 
southM-'estern ;df>pes of Mt. MacoloJ overhxjk-ing 
Lemery. Duririg the: rftgbtSr-.d^^ ,of .the 

gre-at shells could be he;hd tn-Divisiofs Headi^UArter.s 
On Tagayfay Ridge, '.accossf he fake^ Tfig' 't5Sth was' 
ordered to aftadv and reduce the phs<t(<ynT>n Mt, 
Mat'olod, The, pluh hf atrack was ' fdfmeA it 
was , realised, that the enUfe RCT vVould.be .needed. 
Accordingly’, the 2d Battalion of: the lR8th. WaS ’ 
ordered to Bamm to idieve the elements of the 1 58th 
lilchfed. tlietW penuisilia' to its 3,oiith. 

This force then moved northeast arid attacked and 
seized the two small satellites of Aft;, M'acOfod, Sah 
jose and Santa Rosa Hills. .Meanwhile, in a ffcuual 
attack, the remainder of the RCF attacked, and seized 
the town of Cuenca. They vverc then rcheved on 
order of Sixtli Army before they could attack Mt, 





Tl 


Hftt 66^, copfiif^d' br ffr* JS^th GiJdBr fnfcmtfy, a 

M-acolad, and withdrawn to Lemery to stage for the 
attach on Legaspi. The 187th IrifantD’, moving dawn 
fmm fe Tafiauar. vicinity, relieved them m place, 
and txwifc over fhe ‘Macoldd mi.ssioo. 

The- :3f'lfhvinfauc^^ (less the 3d BatfaUon) on 
Sbcth AfrnyVdrdei moved t^ Baitan and held there 
as Army .reseink p.repared to' drop in the Bicol pen- 
insula fn reinfcirceCthe ITSth if ’the)' needed :»t. The 
2d. Battalion :of fhs isatfe was ordergd to move on 
.Batangas:. wlttcb tlicy did: atid seized' attd seaired 
the airstfip fhete^ the 5iUh if lonirnittcd 

irt'rear:of,Lega’Sph';-'.:--,; 

The 1 5 f Ikltihdh ;of th^ Ifi8th was. left to mop 
up the Temate area, imd regimental' headr^narters 
w’^as bthught to Bauari, to coiomand a coniposrre regt- 
rnertf coHsiStihg Of the 2d Rattaiiori of tfie ISSrb and 
the '3d :Battat}o^^ the 511 th' Division Headtjuar- 
i.e<'S:m0ved frorh tfve Miuula Ho.te! Annex cm Tagay- 
:tay Ridge,, where ;u was getting cold anyw'ay, fo k 
schuolhouse in.Alit'agtag. fiirps Headquarters rriOved 
tfom Grace Park in Northern Maniia, to the Sugar 
Ontrai Ui Calamha. The Division ivas now- disposed 
to continue eastward, join himds With th*^ 

Divisrah liortf} of Ltpa and head,' for the, esstcin 
co-ast at AiituTionah \ Two massive cdjstades itoud 
in out way- Mt. Macolod ;md Alt. Maleptiiiyo'. Also, 
we thought, a third at Lipa Hill, krttwh 
ganiked,. ^Ve had watched the Japs on X.ip.a Hill 
shoot down two of our A-2hs Within the last week. 

Two pe.rson.s sers'cd ft'itB' the. division during the 
Mike Yf operation vvho arc desenung of mentMin. 
One was an Air Corps Lieutenant n.srned Hatfield. 
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orders, mere)’, ot justice. /OCieri die Division 0-3 
iTKived over at midriig^t to watch and relasc when, the- 
pressure »iec.feased a iittle. \^an(ier|TiJfo] Was beloved 
by the Filipinos, and rhtS Division's nffettido for hini 
was hardly less. 

The 187th wgs preparing for th.e blopdiest and; 
toughest battle ' 0 # jis rnilftary history- .the .sduth.-' 
eastern cofnex.d^ Take Taai, Ml, MaLxdod ct3rrib.s 
sheerly tp a rhagnifjcenbOibraltar-likepinnacle 2,700 
t'eet above the sea:, .and 2ilOP feet flbuve the 'lake. 
Its north and West slopes. rise, nearly vertical, fronr 
the water. On the. east aad , south sides .the drop 
from the peak is yettkaj ^ fo about 1.200 foct; 
and tlien three ridges descend gradually to the Ijot- 
tom of the mountain. ?-T these fidges, v>n the 
south and southeast sides, are bare noses leading 
.into the highway that runs thnyugh Cuenca and pita.i 
The north-south nose wns known as Brifonid Btidge, 
and the one. to the east was known as Bashdre i<5dge, 
after the tornmanders Whose companies assaulted 
them. The third ridge was heavily wooded, and was 
actually a saddle connecting Mt. Macolod with Bukej 
Hill, a lesser emiinence some m>e hundred yards due 
cast of hfocoiod. In this area, the Japanese bad, con- 
structed , 3 ;’ f otmiddbleg^^ pdsittan. They had 

empldy.ed impressed Filipino Idtefets^^ to cpRstnvf t 
the &ndctgfound positkin& and HsH stain the :!ahbters,; 
when the jhb svas : completed to; insure secrecy, pnJy 
dummy visitde from the air, and the 

moUntairi, hristied automatic w’ea- 

poiis cdrefuUy laid to edVee ail approaches with in^ 

, terlocking 'binch 0 ! fire,, ISTtn irii'trally atttoked 
f rqntal Ipv less . a bat taUnn (this amounted ito fo ■ 
tack by one batfofidn) with a uncle fovelopinent by 
the 1st BattaljBh calculated to strike the position in 
the vicinity of Bukel Hdl- 

In the meanlifhe. the libSth 'In.fantry, jess the 1st 
Rattal ion, ami with tlve 3d Barulioh of the 3llrb 
aitaclied;. prfjtet'tod tlie Divisron right flank by mak- ■ 
mg a series, pflextrerneiy t^apid^m^^ which cartied 
them to Lipa Hill-Jlissatfoi and The fon.fi 

first ejected the Bafaiigas area ami t'ea'uuuidered 
the roadnet north of poulixi of the 

5n th w'iis dteri .moved foilkitahy^as ro nariam theie 
as inactifo Sikth Autiy reserve aiiJ by its. preseiKe. 
only seatre the city'. This ncoifted on 25 March and 
on this date. tSiifi 'IfiStb moved cjukkly north , nr nt; - 
cupy Ibjian and San }ose. The ,3d Battalinn of the 
5 nth pushed ahead and established a roadblock IW .0 


malepunyo ro7 . 



Infantry mQV^s up threvgk Si/lac 


thousand yards- south of Lipa,. arid on 27 March, the • 
2d Battalfon of .the 188th took Upa :Hi.!f The Jd 
BattahOn df dto 5.tlth then took .steep Tambol hiill . 
tieai Old .liosaritj and effected' a junctipn with the 
.1st . Cavalry 'Division.; a Iir ,fbis.fontife- area . 

eYidenCe ;0f ftasty^^ w by the Japanese. Was 

seen aiKl with the etoeption of the Mt. hfotolod 
jkjsitjon, resistance glong the Taruusn-Lipa-^Batao' 
gas . road had crumbled. It Was soqu apparent that 
the Jiipaiiese b.ad withdrawm into the foothills of 
Mt' Midepiwyo. dire east of the city of Lipa, how 
a.shattered w'reck. 

.With the seizure of the town cd Lipa, the enfire 
hsgbvi'ay from Manila through Calaiiiba, Tanauan, 
and Lipa to Batahgas was in put hands, and. the im- 
portance of Mf-, Macglod in the large pidiire faded ■ 
Two missitrns hriw became of primary impurtance. 
The .first was to drive the japanefo out of the foot-- 
hills and back into Aft. MalepunyO and thus 'free 
the Highway from the artillery :fire now falJirig thefe 
from the foothilT positions; aed the second «*as to 
get to the east coast of Luzon with fho ufmost-spfied 
and, if pi'issible, seal off rbe top of the Feri- 
shsuki so that the Japanese wouja be caught Between 
the Division at the north end and the 13f(th.at the r 
southern end, and prevented fcorn:e’s'caping to the 
north to fight another day.; The StUH was still at 
Batangas .and Bauan in Sixth Army Reserve, and . 
n.ot- available for these missions. Corp.s thdered that ' 
the Macolod position must be reduced, biit not at 


mt Wacotod 
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J8r#h G/ic^«r itifQnfrf pnd Ittnks Mt«f t)j* ^,qp mofpr popi ea^pttff^d rtwtpr Sykit:- 

the: iitber j:wd (nissioftS- The The l88th Ihlauhy {the 1st BattaUdh joiridd them 
e tedsposed as idlfows: , , . from its eompieted battle of Ternate on tiie Ut -of 

latters ,«cl the 2d Battalioft Of AprO) was also gh'W the nitssioo of 'attacking to 
awn frfeht the battle for MaC 0 - ;; tfe h^isiS of the G-2“s (Butdi Moel- 

ickiog to the foot # Browtiie ier s)’ ^ ■''gWessthftatc*'* that the JapatteSe had with- 
rti; cdthjTiandec Tdcwos \vas drawn pretty much irohi the co3st,id .a^^^ the 
issurtied command. 'They WHO two mountains of and Banahao, the 

t Svith orders to bold 'and to nott, hern boundary of the ^ was drawn to 
the, Japanese defenders’:. The exclude both of ehpsf mowntidns jn the hope that it 
h fortress was left to the 1st would meet Slighf resistahce and rapidly 

un Carnahan; :The remain to tiig neck, of the B.h.'ol Pen insul a. This indeed , 
nov^ed c4sf d.f 'f fpa^ proved to be the case, add oh 2 April, the; 2d Bat- 

;iog to the eastr pdshhtg the tafion skirted around the southern edge of Ml. hlale- 
ry rang,e. of the IJpa, highway, puhyo and occupied the town of 1'i3o,ng east of the 
t.depunyo position. mflantain. The regiment patrclled the, sm 

slopes of Midepunyo aruf located only sGitfeted 

' japadese. ^ ' , ; ■ ” ,■ vp ; : ‘ v' I ■ ' '' ; ; 

Meanwhile. General Swing had taken a Cub: plane 
ufid had.lihwn over to Antimonan, on the East coast, 
in a preliminar| rfconhafesixnce of. the . area still to 
be tfgveried hyo the idhdSiOn, Qn, his return .flight 
fje dreJed; the grass-coveretl airhefd at Lucena. some 
25 miles feybud the iflgth at Tiaimg; .; It appeared 
deserted '.and, aetbg on a himchi, he landed. . He 
was greetod l^r a who reported that 

the idpanese had deserted the city fm fhe precediirg 
day, .and that there ;w'ete futhctont:gucrrilk in tlie 
city to hohl .it if tbey only had arm,s and arnmunitioti . 
The general, g;ive the guerrdia his pistol,: girt in his 
plane, arid returhed to the Division he 
gaj.hntd toe. ■^j.eyert Cub ptaoec. .rjf dbe.- Divc^ 
placed the Divisipn jhecriiiiiaiyiSiince. Piatobn in thern, 
and shuttled thew to fuceha with cirders to initiate 


Ourmgi a ./y|l ^ reor 5u/aTy ■doiighhof'i pni'c*/ o 

hxuf}au£ hotmst baih 
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The ruggednei* oi fM, ft?// mo« moc/» qw /T rough 

patrols 188th, af Tiaong, and to orgams:*- T,be rest of th£ Division attach did not move as 

the guerrillas ar Lucava to hold iite tocvn until the sihOfSthly as lh<? Irghtning-likt move of the IgSth 
188th got there. Wc then loaded B <i>‘oiTifany of the tej the cast coast.. The Division tommind po.st had 
t;88thi B Battery of the -157th, weafsons. and ninety moved Itorn Alitagtag toRosarto whCTi the Division 
goeecfllas tnto !X.'Ms at Baranpas. sent then) arucuad svas rerhsfsosed far, the ^if tack to tlie east, and 'when 
to Tayahas Bay and landed tiiem across tijc beadi the 1st iiattahon of the 18Bth re-lumed from Tcr- 
;*t Lucena. On 7 Aptd, the force at Locena and the 
force' at 'Jtaong lOmed hands at CandeUtav half- 
betsveeu.. fi Company of the i88th nsoved north 
;snd- seized Tayabas, and. Etme £,aDac«r,ne und his 
1st Baffylion moved .to Lucena The Division Kecon- 
naissance JPUtoon marched on Antimonan with Cap- 
tain Pitch's company of the l8S{h. and. except for 
hasdng to reduce one roadblock and its defenders, 
need pied the fosvn and sealed oB tire northern e.sif 
of (he Bitul Peninsula. During Ihe next fev days, 
patxols seciured the aiastif pfiih'Of Luiphi and e>- 
cepf fora fe* scattercd'pfackets of' bewildered. Japs, 
found tiothing. We ccatla ieptxrt-.to Casrps that south 
of a hue di.wn around the SQutiiem edge, of Mcnjnts 
Maculod^ Malepnnyo, and Banahao. the aica muj 
free of Japs', f Critnpany of the l.8Sfh. atrirtg as 
the tight flarikirtg column of the regitne.at in ifs 
mo:ye;to the cast, enecred and liberated the town hi 
San Juan, 'sKJ the western slunc of TayaKis Hay, an,d 
became, the heroes of the t jiy. 


7fi0 AijrbatffB fforkmd «b far i^o)’ n«nc/td rffft 

/n«n fo protect fftvm h\jitiioT»d 



7aolt ,3^mrr) ijoVi^zeff firee/ po^rt^tldr>^ at iop co^vei anti piUbojti^t on Mf. Macohd 


naf-e, it was felt that, for the first nme', we corfij reiafort'cmeats. Si> the sd Battalion of the '^'lltlu 
afford the luxury of a Okisjon reserve- Actordthgly, fresh after rest m_i^ for t',\dve h.ours as Divjsjon rt- 
the 3d Battalion of the 5Hth was ordered into serve at Ros.-m(i. mtxved m on the right of the JB7th 
bivouac at New Kosario as the Division reserve, and and was attadied to them, Tsyclve hours rest they 
GoJotid Strong, the cemimander, wits told to allqv had bad. Most of the men lud just finished smooth- 
his; exhausted men as nooth rest as he roald give iti.c nut the ground for a bed and preparing to flop 
Ihcm. down when tlse order tame to hit the toad. On 6 

Meanwhile the iH7th (less ttie Iss Hattalioa) April the force attacked and, witli tlte help of air 
moved eastward from iLipa toward Mr, M.tlepunyo strikes and hta \7 -artillery support, captured the 
and the village of Sulav at its base. Aa they Crossed towns of Sulac, Saj->ac, and Tabsay. htsrrkn nestled 
the first low sidge east of ti)c city of hipa, they wTre against |-hc fnotluils of MUlepunpi.* On 7 April, the 
hit by t! prolonged aitillcry conretitratiun and heavy 3d Bartalion of the Siitb in a biilliarit attack cap- 
mortat and ftetomittit'-we-afions fir-e. Here were tlu^ tured Malaraya Hill, a cQnical duped hill square ui 
Japanese that ,i.o, front of the IHkth. The the entrance of, and doraii rating, the canyon whicjji 

tB7th was weary fimndi-s fierce Brosynie led to the top of Mh Majepunyo. They held this 
Ridge during the ptecedttig week, utvd they needed kiy p^ against repeated desperate attacks of the 

■■ Japdne.se 

xs'Hs pounding :tlte 2d Iblt- 
dklkKr-Of the 187th nwr SuUt, a liaison |dJbt, picked 
*-*P a inu-tzk Hash among iJie dense trees, and ordered 
" ■ 7 coanterbattery fire, When the Id Bj.njfion took' 

'Malar ay .1 .fill!, they iound that Geneul Ifujisbigb 

. V ’ - had m.ijsed all ot "his ai fillery m this one position 

, ' 0ii 12 April, the- remainder, nf the 3Uth svas 
^^1?- f I om Sixth, Army reserve and on the samr- 

F MIk-. i Vdilv: relies cd the Regimental Heaidiniarteis and the 

2il Ififttalio^^^^ ^Maieputgo, 

.. - :cl \ . . i:onccntMtc\l 0 .the strong po.dtionj at Mf,- A 

pun yri,:atldil^ was-, lilt 


Up Mo/©pt*nyo,v boot thft bffeac/iifa^oci: oi one of fh'ti. fiomtxkri 

' V • . 2 . , of BoUpry D, 457tb 
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Mortaet ot ffi* Mfi Foraehuf* fnfonf/jr on Mi. Ma^rpony 6 


pressed through a typical winner -takc^aJl cifTipaign On I May tpe ISyth captutc^;.8: diary: near 
wth fnucb, ths 5ame pbilo 5 e>pby' as- the B.fjttsh in which escplatos few tjne us. 

rheir boast a( "Britain always* Vt'im the last battle " His pals, and tJEte batt^e^in gerra^ 

Oti orse day the -tpTth feoeived a surprise inspection extracts, copk-d exactly froth the diary, are aiqied 
by Cimei'jtl Grtswold 4nd. in a manner of .speakrng, dim-tly at us, the ''enemy" : 
rectieed Holy Ned for the condition of their bisouac, • 

On the next day, as might have been expected, they '‘i-'- My suffering surpasses even that of death, 

cecervod a visib'frdm DivisiorrComimnde Gen Makpurryn. I have just no<r bull ot 

era! Sxvmg^ ahd br^ words of advn'e m v; ^ : , : - . 

tSriswold's seern Hite a fatherly trrjk. On the.ttext.day, p-4pyilM<rke:&ii:rny has coutentrateJ grear numhe/s 
Noifttran Maftin, his cars >'eU- pferk back, sa!liea_ of ttciops ih- ft S.n Puhb, and Upa, and h ap*. 
forth -Wtth fjfefidptitfed 'te'hcse^Ol-fSLf aod two cap- proaehing; our fmot-the enemy artillery botnbardmenl ik 

{ured|3partese\v.)<>dpccker;stoihvesttyateareporror ^ f«f »He 

. < ' I r L ' . enemy attack. My creat crisis is app'cwvjiinc. This morp- 

4 large Japanese force lOrne six or seven rru c,s away. e„emy kpproathed to vithm iOO iheter> In front 

He svas actomparireci by a crew nt Headquarters of u,., Thch rifle aod artillery fitt is in.vreasmg. 

Battery men, with a few wiilntg assistants from the Day after day the enemy drop propaganda leaflets which! 
guo batteries. They located the fapanese fotcci en- request us- fp surrender to hel! with then'if Vtl never sur- 
ctrded them in thfefegbt. and at dawm ieT kwse with water, «nly 

.ta n..«d ,„ ,nd SSfeaSt^K ”43„“ 

counted- Nmety-five Japs lay dead, and Oriiy Eau- upon roe. - 

schcfidcM-ff yvas woutided. Congratulatory- i'adios.!:^^^^^ f want meat ru-e. fish, and 

Came fron> both General Grtswmid -and General yegewbles. T want to rut everything- My bo-wids .ire growl- 
Swing, and hetc the boys were, op. the fourth day, %■ -ff f dciwo the moun.tajnr ) w^H fe able to. dnnk 
heroes instead of beds, : - ^ , 

- : why ^ t/oesps come quickly li'om MamU? 

. . Ther.K ire tio fttendfe plaafec iday alter iLiy, there are. only 

Jap diaries have alvvay-s been interestmg because of enerhy' d'rpiade^^ » bath, 

the insight they give us to the Jap soldier’s thoughts. Today again I survived. I wonder when they w'lll attack 
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a^ajn. Tfte foends, who ptorajscd to die tagrthet',. have 
dieJ, Eut [ am still wijnclering around tht fightihg asOne. 
Af present onljf seven men undet Sergeant Ofiainura are 
left from the squad. , : 

- 17 April 4^, I'm stth alive ! This ttoorn mg another hope- 
less day has eonfic. 1 finally started to eat grass, pncniy 
bomhirdiiient is fierce. Corporal Sugiisie and iwti 
otbas ‘.Vent to Lleadquarters for a message 1 pray that 
they goi through .safely atid wilLatvomplish their niisjson; 
My ho^ is dwt friendly troeps will come from Mintla and 
help ustli Mt, .Malepunyq is cold i« the maoung and night. 
Every nigtjt I’m thinking of home. 

,W Aprd dJ. Huager woke me! Abotrt l yfio hours tlit 
enemjr approached oar reat, “llu' msis is great now, ArtU- 
leity dieijs drop like drops of raia. The end hiis come, Tm 
going to die bravely, 1 pray for the countiy'a everUstmg ^ 
good fiortuofl!. Tift cofttpletdy surrounded, i -am going to 
attempt to cross the- enemy lines tinder ewer af darkricss. 

I antiifipite going towards Manila- Passing through moan- 
i,titHs aaJ rayiiies l penetrated the cmmy fiont Iities. 

39 Apnt 4^- Manila is still far 4 way. Today | wus^ 
Assigoetf as a supply nun. , 

is all afwsnd. 5 onein' killed and 
3 tvouridcd; The. antiilulation of the unit is imminent. 


. . 2j, April Danger is approachihg Uiis ravitie L^yt 
.night ith eneiny patrol etitered. tlae ravine, but we.repufised 
UictEL Enerfty bombardment closer and tlostf. ■ 

23 April -)?, Another day and no food. At 0800 1 starred 
to penetrate the cfteiny lines with seven other men as a 
raiding unu. , By IBiO J airaaiplcsbed my. .mission. 

25 April 4>- I'ns -Still alive, the dahger rs increasing. 1 
.tieard fiiat Headquarters is fighring fiercely i- dg-spitc fiemg 
surrounded by the enemy The enemy seems to have 
stopped out supplies. , ’ ^ '' 

Today three* men came under my command. 

?6 April 35', 'The enemy. is ficris;, but die nioralc of my 
men ra fiigii Three mesvages from Headquaflers cauu 
through the enemy I irtev - V’ s ' - ' " ' 

April //,f. Prepararioa to move was compteicd W 
ii-100, and at tfSOit we ^kpacCed towards Mt Barwhao vi,i^ 
Tiaoog. I wonder if we can get through saielv -the enemy ' 
Twit' is d.trigeroiii 

29ApftJ'4?. Arrived east af Mt. Malepunyo 1 seat our 
a pattoj. ArriYcd neai* Twvjtyg-and hfd in the ravine. 

'X , ,10 April 4? Day ha-s ccirmr, j-iid borUusc of the enuoy 
/we capriof talk. No- food,, i hope iho enemy sviil not find 
us. ,f Eclitor's noiei They*: 4ici,i^ • 





■V.-'- .;V 


[ 


Go gle 



Chapter 12: Interrogation of General Fujishige 


W ITH the exception of the op^sition en- 
countered in and around Manila and the 
Genko Line, the Division for the most part 
fought only small units, or, as in the latter part of 
the Luzon campaign, remnants of the forces of Lieu- 
tenant General Masatoshi Fujishige. At Mt. Cariliao, 
Aga, Mt. Batulao, Mt. Aiming, Mt. Sungay, Hills 
580 and 660, Mt. Macolod, arid Mt. Malepunyo our 
opponents were under Fujishige. His command was 
called the "Fuji Heidan,” a composite group formed 
of elements of the Japanese 8th Infantry Division, 
Gyoro (suicide boat) battalions, airfield and sepa- 
rate artillery units. He was promoted to the rank 
of Major General by the Shimbu Shudan, the next 
higher Japanese Headquarters in the Philippines. 
Although confirmation never reached him from 
Tokyo, he was referred to during the operation as 
a general oflScer by prisoners of war. 

After Fujishige’s capture in the Philippines with 
the cessation of hostilities. General Eichelberger di- 
rected that the Jap general be interrogated regard- 
ing the conduct of his defense of Southern Luzon. 
Because that was our battlefield and we therefore 
had a great interest in his replies. Colonel E. H. 
Lahti, CO of the 511th Parachute Infantry and Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Henry J. Mueller, Assistant G-2, 
Eighth Army (formerly G-2, 11th Airborne Division 
during combat) were sent to Manila on 27 May 
1946 to question him at Luzon Prisoner of War 
Camp No. 1. 

Even though a battle is won, it is always interest- 
ing to know what the opposition planned and 
thought of our movements and tactics. The question- 
ing of Fujishige was a glorified Monday-morning- 
quarterback session. 

Fujishige was a small, middle-aged man, very sol- 
dierly in appearance and bearing. He was coopera- 
tive and volunteered information freely; he had a 
keen memory and appeared to enjoy the discussion 
of his campaign. He was proud, self-confident, and 
even boastful, but not arrogant. 

His ruthlessness and cruelty were revealed by a 
captured order in which he directed: "Kill all Ameri- 
can soldiers brutally; do not kill with one stroke. 
Kill all Filipinos who oppose our Emperor.” During 
his trial as a war criminal he fully admitted to the 
massacre of thousands of civilians and added "that 
he had been conducting a war and left such mere 
details to his staff.” For his war crimes Fujishige 
received the death penalty. 


The Jap commander, because of his efforts to jus- 
tify his conduct of a disastrous campaign, occasion- 
ally gave answers that were inconsistent with his 
alleged mission and general plan. Professional pride 
and extreme confidence in his own ability would not 
allow him to admit any errors in judgment on his 
part, although he was willing to blame his subordi- 
nate commanders, and higher headquarters. 

In the words of Butch Mueller: "Old Fuji was 
cooperative enough, but quite naturally his answers 
were not always flattering. For example, he tended 
to minimize the effect of our rapid advance on 
Manila, stating that he expected such an advance 
would take four or five days. It is my opinion that 
he has had a year to think about his conduct of the 
campaign in which he admits to losing six thousand 
men from the Fuji Heidan alone and has attempted 
to justify his actions in his own mind.” 

The questions and answers that follow are exactly 
as recorded during the interrogation of Fujishige, a 
man typical of Japan’s brass, a war criminal beyond 
any doubt. Some statements do not pertain directly 
to us or to our campaigns but the responses give us 
an insight into what went on in the minds of the 
men we were fighting. 

Q. Will you give us briefly your personal military 
history ? 

A. I have been in the army thirty years. I entered 
the Military Academy in Tokyo in 1912 and gradu- 
ated in 1916. After graduation I served in various 
staff and command functions starting as an infantry 
company commander. Early in my military career 
I attended the Infantry School and later the Higher 
Infantry School. I was an instructor in the latter 
school for some time and many of the Japanese com- 
manders in Leyte, Mindoro and Luzon received in- 
struction under me. Many of these oflicers died in 
battle. I was an infantry instructor for so long that 
I am an expert in land warfare. 

I took command of the 17th Infantry Regiment in 
1942 in eastern Manchuria. We were training for a 
war with Russia. I didn’t expect that we would fight 
the Americans. I brought the 17th Infantry to the 
Philippines in 1944 and we moved to Southern Luzon 
where I subsequently took command of all Japanese 
forces in that area. 

Q. How long had you been in command of the 
Southern Luzon area prior to the American landing 
at Nasugbu? 
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.i-,. Y«S, iiT dte TO about, it hou-f' 

sancJ : fMOps ■ this eight , hun ; 

drijf}. iJicwdl hbrfh 

, JHad. yttu any -aHyahce waoring ouf .landing 
^at. Nasugbut-'^'"' ' 

A- .'Ye^thhad . 

■ '.g;, : How .dtdyou;.-^^ ■'■ ■ '■ - 

vi'., Your convoy vW*s observed by ob- 
servers oti' MiridOfo.; : iii:aM located id . 

small boats. ' ■ " " 

g. How did you know" to was 

the destinatioti of this convoj'J Could d not have 
beean.goto' 

a'dihtt'thaV..tos^^ d was 

certain that landings Wbyld tOTOfi at dtt Batangas 
■or Nasugbn. Thcrd activity 

over^Batahgtoat: - over 

Nas«gbto;| 

;be : ah. iSataijgat-/ " 

• ■ any prematorc tepbrts o,f landings,:; 

either atn|rhibto«s or aitoroe, prior- 10; m 
,/d. , 'Yto 'J'ieeeived ‘an'i intcl,Ugteo,cb;,-rei^^^^ tlvdt ap' 
prositotelytw'p' tohdidd: -Aitotfedh 

in Hhe- tohhp .' of' '.C'totlgan^ Y weeks 

p riot fe the JSlaingbo landing. 'I seiit rikromto'ssarictr 
patrols through tha.t area and found the repptt to 
.false.’.' ';'i V-;; ■ .'i-. ^ 

Were there to' *dher . reports, ' 

A.:. Yes, 1 •heard rumors of 4 landing at tiTOon 
Bay, dne. TOontb before Na’sugbu i was certoa 
no one would land in that area and disregarded the 
H. About ohe: mor4h; that is, , s^ jamwry'. rurooi. 

'45. ■ : ■ • 1 ^. Were yOu aware that an AmetUan patTol. 

:gi ; Did yoh .behWd 4 m 4 )ot liindihg^^ w^ landed at Nasugbu and conducted a fccontiaissatice 

Southerri Icu^on^'’- ■ .'■ • of this area 10 days piiorTo the actusl landing Oii. 

H. Tow'ard the lato part- of 1944 I felt cetUtnr >1 January? . . 

at landings would b? 'made ih. Southerh Lvtwm. - ? [Note; A reconnaissance patrol from the 1 1 tli A ip 
Q, In svhat seciivr did you: believe to landing home landed on Sr»uihem Luzon prior- to actuah 
Dili d be made? landings by the Disnsion } 

A' In order of probabiUtyr first Batangas Bay and H, No. 

isugbu Bay area.s.)fnulmnef)usiy it both places. A few dal’s before die Uwling, a simulated 

ifaugas. Bay an J Nasugbu Bay areas iiJitred favor- _ parachute- drop einpkiymg dummies was mjtle ieasf 
)le ifert^m and roadneis over which a 4nding force of L«ke toaf. Were you aware of, this? 
luld moyg itiland, The' 'letmin; inland ffcim lhUayaii A Yes, it was teport'ed bv observers with fmC 
ip and Tayab'As Bay was irnfayombfo. : 4 nd i tore units. 

lie. felt termio that the tandings would pot come . O. What conclusion did you draw regardmgThis 
tose ltoef areas-. drop? 

t^.. tore ^ny movernenidf rrc(opr> liQOi Su>uih A. f thought it , was aen-jl supply to guc.rnUa Mfbts, 

r hitoH fo 'the Ntnth to counter to American O- Did it cause you tr> make any change iri to 

hding .at yogayc,n Gulf on frdahuary •19d5't dcspositioit of your. troops? 


Th« Masatokhi Fujtsh/^i fornmr appontnl'. of 

(ht ilfh Afrhdffi^ pivWfiii 
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A. I made no change in the disposition of my 
troops. 

Q. Did you recover any of these parachutes? 

A. Yes, we found one. 

Q. Did it have any explosives attached? 

A. I received no such detailed report. 

Q. Did you receive a report of any attempted 
landing at Tayabas Bay? 

[Note; Diversionary effort was made here by a 
special "noise making" non-Divisional unit a few 
days prior to the main landing at Nasugbu.] ■ 

A. Yes, but since it was not an actual landing, I 
knew it could have been only pre-landing patrols. 
However, since pre-landing patrols would not have 
landed in such a noisy fashion, I became certain it 
was a feint and felt that it was highly improbable 
that a real landing would now be made in the same 
area. I consequently was able to move troops away 
from vicinity of Tayabas Bay. 

Q. When were you informed of the actual land- 
ings? [Our landing at Nasugbu.] 

A. Immediately by wireless. 

Q. What was your estimate at that time of the 
strength and intention of this force? 

A. I estimated American landing at Nasugbu to 
be at least two divisions and thought they would 
advance on Manila because I knew one American 
army was already advancing on Manila from the 
north. 

Q. When the American forces landed at Nasugbu, 
what was your sector of responsibility ? 

A. All of Southern Luzon, south of the line Lim- 
bones Point-Calamba-San Juan-Mauban. 

Q. In the latter part of January 1945, just prior 
to our landing at Nasugbu, we believed your forces, 
the Fuji Heidan, were disposed generally as shown 
on this map. Is this map correct? If not, please point 
out any major discrepancies. 

A. [Note: At this point General Fujishige was 
shown Map No. 1, "Pre-landing Disposition” in the 
11th Airborne History of the Mike VI Operation. 
The initial location of each unit was discussed in 
detail.} That map is correct. May I ask is this book 
a history of your campaign ? [General Fujishige was 
told that it was a history.] You Americans must have 
received a great deal of information from the civil- 
ians in my area. They were loyal to you and this 
made my operations difficult. 

Q. What was the headquarters senior to your com- 
mand at this time? 


A. The Shimbu Shudan located near Wawa Dam 
commanded by Lieutenant General Yokoyana. 

Q. What was the specific mission given to you ? 

A. I had three missions: 

(1) To face U. S. troops frontally and prevent 
them from advancing on Manila. 

(2) To keep American airborne troops com- 
mitted in Luzon for as long as possible in order to 
prevent their use in Okinawa or farther north. 

(3) To prevent American reinforcements 
moving from southern Luzon to northern Luzon 
thereby making it less difficult for the major Japa- 
nese forces in northern Luzon. 

Q. Did you believe that airborne troops would be 
used in southern Luzon? 

A. Unquestionably. 

Q. Why? 

A. Ideal terrain and proximity to American-held 
airbases. 

Q. Did you know that American airborne troops 
were used in Leyte ? 

A. Yes, but I did not know the units. As a matter 
•of fact my instruction to my units were to destroy 
all airborne troops immediately on their landing. I 
thought this could be accomplished, because I be- 
lieved they would be employed in small detachments. 
I had this in mind when I made my troop disposition. 

Q. Where specifically did you believe the airborne 
landings would be made ? 

A. Tagaytay Ridge in the Malvar-Lipa area. Pos- 
sibly in the Candelaria area or Ibaan Hill area. I 
felt these latter two areas were less probable. 

Q. What was your estimate as to the number of 
parachute troops dropped on Tagaytay Ridge? 

A. Approximately one battalion the first day, that 
is to say not over one thousand. 

Q. How many the second day*? 

A. Same amount I believe, but it was difficult to 
estimate the exact number because we did not know 
what the colors of the parachute indicated. 

Q. Then your total estimate was about two thou- 
sand? 

A. Yes, but I did not see the landings myself. 
They were reported to me by observers from my 
units. 

Q. Did you change your troop dispositions as a 
result of this parachute jump? 

A. I ordered my battalion from the Mt. Batulao 
area to attack the paratroopers, but this battalion 
had already suffered severe losses and failed. [Note: 
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Suffered at the hands of our ground troops moving 
toward Tagaytay] So I ordered them to withdraw to 
the north slope of Mt. Batulao. 

Q. How did you plan to accomplish your mission ? 

/4. My plan was to draw the American forces into 
the pocket between Santo Tomas and Lipa where I 
could annihilate them. 

Q. Since all of your Gyoro battalions were along 
the coast, and your only three infantry battalions 
were located at Candelaria, Macolod, and Batulao 
what troops did you plan to use in this "pocket” ? 

A. I had planned to concentrate my Gyoro bat- 
talions in that area. I started the 115th and 119th 
Battalions toward this area shortly after you landed. 

Q. Why hadn’t you concentrated your Gyoro bat- 
talions earlier? 

A. I could not move them until their sea mission 
was finished. 

Q. Did the landing at Nasugbu cause you to make 
any change in the disposition of your troops ? 

A. No, I had a plan made and I was not going 
to change it. 

Q. How long after the landing were you able to 
obtain a fairly good estimate of our strength and our 
identification? 

A. About the time you started to encircle Lake 
Taal on the south and east. I thought at this time 
that your strength was about one and one-half divi- 
sions plus very strong artillery. [Note: At this time 
the 11th Airborne Division had the 158th Regimen- 
tal Combat Team attached.} I believed it was the 
105th or 135th Airborne Division, but I am not sure. 
I knew the name of the Division Commander, but 
I do not remember it. 

Q. During our advance to Tagaytay your forces in 
this area withdrew to the Mt. Batulao area. They 
remained quiet in this area until 12 March when they 
moved east between Tagaytay Ridge and Lake Taal 
upon receipt of your orders to do so. Will you ex- 
plain why this unit remained so long at this position 
without attacking? 

A, They had suffered severe losses during your 
advance to Tagaytay Ridge and I ordered them to 
construct positions on the north slopes of Mt. Batu- 
lao. When these were completed they were to attack 
north across your line of advance. 

Q. Why did you have them construct defensive 
positions prior to attacking? 

A. There were many wounded men in this force. 

Q. Why did this attack fail to materialize? 


A. They did not complete their positions in time. 
I had ordered them to attack but the commander was 
not aggressive. If I had possessed an airplane in 
which I could have flown to this area, I would have 
personally led them and made this a great battle 
area. 

Q. You ordered them to withdraw to Mt. Male- 
punyo on 12 March? 

A. Yes, I sent them such orders by radio. By this 
time American forces had encircled Lake Taal and 
the position on Mt. Batulao no longer had any 
tactical value. 

Q. Did the landing of parachute troops on Tagay- 
tay Ridge cause any change in the disposition of your 
forces ? 

A. No, but I ordered the unit on Mt. Batulao to 
attack the parachute troops. I have already explained 
why they did not attack. 

Q. Why were there no defenses on Tagaytay 
Ridge or between Tagaytay Ridge and Imus? 

A. I did not have enough soldiers to man defenses 
everywhere. 

Q. After 4 February, when our entire force was 
stretched from Nasu^u to southern Manila [67 
miles} why did you fail to attack our rear, flank, and 
line of communications? 

A. Principally because I had no vehicles. More- 
over any troops which I could have employed for 
such an attack were assembling on foot in the Lipa- 
Santo Tomas area at this time. I would have attacked 
anyhow but I had orders from the Shimbu Shudan 
not to do so. I did order the 3d Battalion, 31st 
Infantry, to attack your line of conununications near 
Mt. Batulao. 

Q. What effect did our rapid move from Nasugbu 
to Manila, that is, 67 miles in five days, have on your 
plans ? 

A. It had no effect on my general plan. 

Q. But one of your missions was to oppose our 
advance on Manila. Isn’t this so? 

A. No, it was to detain airborne forces and to 
prevent additional American troops from being em- 
ployed against Japanese forces in Northern Luzon. 

Q. Permitting our forces to move to Manila and 
possibly north from there would not have accom- 
plished even those missions. Isn’t that true? 

A. If you had moved north from Manila, I would 
have put into effect previously prepared plans to 
evacuate my entire force by boats across Laguna de 
Bay to attack Manila from the east. Boats were 
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available for this plan on the north shores of Laguna 
de Bay {here General Fujishige indicated on the map 
the center and eastern fingers of Laguna de Bay. 
During the operation guerrillas and air observers re- 
ported large concentrations in this area.] 

Q. But you have previously stated that one of your 
missions was "to face American forces frontally and 
prevent their advancing on Manila.” Do you wish 
to correct this.^ 

A. Yes, that wasn’t my mission. 

Q. But, General, the disposition of your only three 
standard infantry battalion combat teams in their 
organi 2 ed defenses in the Batulao-Cariliao defile, 
Cuenca defile and in Candelaria, astride the main 
roads leading inland from every logical landing area 
toward Manila, would make it appear that you did 
plan to oppose any advance toward Manila. More- 
over these dispositions were not consistent with your 
previously stated general plan of drawing American 
forces into the Santo Tomas-Lipa area. Will you 
clarify this point 

A. Yes, in November and December 1944 I was 
still in command of the 17th Infantry. I had the 
entire regiment to defend the sector inland from 
Batangas and Tayabas Bays. Since landings at Ba- 
tangas were more probable I prepared two battalion 
defense positions in the area, one at Ibaan Hill and 
one at Mt. Macolod. For defense of Tayabas Bay 
I placed my remaining battalion near Candelaria. 
The 31st Infantry in the western sector of Southern 
Luzon also had a complete regiment and disposed 
its battalions similarly to defend against landings 
at Nasugbu and Balayan Bays. In this sector, how- 
ever, any landing force employing the only improved 
road had to pass through- the Batulao-Cariliao defile 
and therefore the major defense was placed in this 
area. One additional small road led from Balayan 
Bay to Tagaytay Ridge [Highway 4l4] and defenses 
were constructed at Mayasang and here near the 
road junction. [Highway 17 and Highway 414- 
Shorty Ridge.] With these two regiments it would 
have been possible to defend the approaches to 
Manila, and that was the mission. After I was 
placed in command of the entire area, my 3d Bat- 
talion, two battalions of the 31st Infantry and some 
Gyoro units were moved north. To defend now 
against an advance on Manila from all possible di- 
rections became difficult and I adopted the follow- 
ing plan to accomplish my other two missions: My 
main strength would be located at Malepunyo with 


strong center defenses on Mt. Macolod and Mt. 
Bijiang. I would leave observers for intelligence 
purposes to watch Nasugbu Bay, Balayan Bay, Ba- 
tangas Bay, and Tayabas Bay. 

Q. Then our landing caught you in the midst of 
a change of plan.? 

A. Yes, that is correct. Your landings came too 
soon. The gods were not with me. 

Q. Then why did you not withdraw your battal- 
ions from Batulao and Macolod immediately upon 
our landing ? Even your battalion at Candelaria was 
not moved until after the middle of February when 
we were moving south from Manila. 

A. I felt that the Batulao-Cariliao defile and Mt. 
Macolod were positions of great natural strength. If 
the position at Batulao had held, I would have been 
able to reorganize my force according to my new 
plan. I was greatly surprised that this position was 
taken so rapidly. 

Q. After the fall of Manila, was there any change 
in your original mission.? 

A. No change in my original mission from 
Shimbu Shudan except to carry out diversionary har- 
assing attacks. 

Q. On the night of 21-22 February, 67 amphibi- 
ous tractors were moved from Manila to Muntin- 
lupa. [Note: Part of Los Banos Raid.] Was this 
reported to you ? What was the estimate of the situa- 
tion at this time.? Did this result in any change in the 
disposition of your troops ? 

A. Yes, it was reported to me and I thought they 
were tanks. I increased my strength in the Mt. 
Bijiang-Maquiling area by sending part of the 17th 
• Infantry and ll6th Gyoro Battalion there. 

Q. Which did you consider the greatest threat: 
an attack from the north, west or south ? 

A. From the north. 

Q. Did our Los Banos raid cause you to make any 
change in the disposition of your forces .? 

A. No, the actual raid did not. 

Q. Was the Los Banos Prison Camp under your 
command ? 

A. No, it was directly under Shimbu Shudan. 

Q. Why didn’t you attack the rear of our forces 
when they were attacking Mt. Macolod? 

A. I was afraid of my own rear. 

Q. How long had you worked preparing the posi- 
tions on Macolod? 

A. About one month. I personally made a seven- 
day reconnaissance of it and planned and organized 
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the defense myself. My positions were so placed 
and camouflaged that they could not be seen by 
ground or air observations. This was the best posi- 
tion in Southern Luzon. My subordinates prepared 
the other ones and they were not as good. Some of 
my best troops were on Mt. Macolod. I actually 
cried when the commander was killed. The person 
who attacked this position did a good job and should 
be awarded the highest honor your Army could give. 
I also built the position in Ibaan Hill, it took about 
three weeks. Did you see these positions ? [Fujishige 
was told that we had seen those positions.} 

Q. When did you start preparing the defense of 
Mt. Malepunyo and when did you elect to concen- 
trate your forces there? 

/I. The latter part of January. I elected to con- 
centrate my forces there about the middle of March 
for my final defense when the American forces were 
near Mt. Bijiang. 

Q. Was your headquarters ever in the Malepunyo 
Hill area ? 

A. Yes, it was at this point. [Here he pointed out 
Hill 2480 on the map.} 

Q. Can you give us an estimate of your maximum 
strength during your final defense of Malepunyo 
with approximate date? 

A. I had about 1,200 left in the latter part of 
April. 

Q. What was the strength near your head- 
quarters ? 

A. Three to four hundred of which I took direct 
command during the attack by American forces. 

Q. When did you issue the order to withdraw 
from Mt. Malepunyo to Mt. Banahao? 

A. I issued the order on the 25th to begin with- 
drawing by small groups on the 27th. 

Q. How were your remaining troops organized at 
this time? 

A. In four composite battalions. 

Q. What was your plan of withdrawal ? 

A. I planned to withdraw the least heavily en- 
gaged units first. 

Q. Here is a piece of paper. Can you draw us a 
sketch of your Malepunyo defenses ? 

A. I left the preparation of the defenses up to my 
subordinate commanders so I cannot. 

p. When did you leave Malepunyo for Banahao ? 

A. 29 April. 

Q. Did you leave in a sedan chair carried by your 
men? [Note: We suspected that Fuji escaped in that 
manner.} 


A. I did not. I walked out personally leading 
about two hundred men. 

Q. What route did you use? 

A. [He indicated on the map that he went gen- 
erally north up the large draw just east of Hills 2610 
and 2480 until he emerged from the Malepunyo Hill 
mass, then east to Mt. Banahao.} 

[Note: By April 23d a battalion of the 11th Air- 
borne had penetrated the south flank of the main 
line of resistance which was organized on a series 
of hills running in a north-south line. On 27 April 
a battalion of the same regiment launched a three- 
pronged offensive on the center hill and seized the 
highest hills surrounding his headquarters. Bitter 
fighting ensued here for three days in the draws and 
ravines. However, the attack was continued north 
on the 28th, regardless of the fighting in the. draws, 
and two more mountains were seized (Hills 2418 
and 2070). The final objectives. Hills 2610 and 
2480, were seized on 29 April. Each of these days 
the fighting was bitter with heavy Japanese losses. 
The fact that over one hundred Japs were killed on 
2610 alone in heavily entrenched positions shows 
that Fujishige’s orders to withdraw the least heavily 
engaged never materialized. Only a small force of 
his original 1,200 escaped to Mt. Banahao which was 
outside the Division sector of responsibility.} 

Q. What effect did the following have on your 
troops during the Malepunyo operations: artillery 
fire, bombing, and strafing? 

A. They produced some casualties, but many of 
. the troops were personally trained by me in Man- 
churia so they were not afraid and had well dug-in 
positions. 

Q. Which of the above was the most effective? 

A. Bombs. 

Q. How many months supply of food and am- 
munition did you have there? 

A. Six months’ food supply and two years’ supply 
of ammunition. 

Q. What was your estimate of the strength of the 
force which attacked the Mt. Malepunyo position? 

A. At this time I thought that two and one-half 
divisions were in Southern Luzon and about one regi- 
ment of two thousand were employed to attack my 
Malepunyo positions with strong artillery support 
plus about one company of. tanks. 

Q. On what part of Mt. Banahao was your head- 
quarters? 
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A. Halfway between Mt. Banahao and Mt. Bana- 
hao de Lucban. 

Q. How many troops did you have at Banahao at 
the end of the war? 

A. About two thousand. 

Q. Where did the two thousand come from.^ 

A. I had directed my remaining troops throughout 
all of Southern Luzon to assemble there. 

Q. How were your troops disposed? 

A. All around the upper slopes of the mountains. 
None inside the crater. 

Q. Was your headquarters ever in the chasm on 
the south side of Mt. Banahao ? 

A. Yes, during the month of May. 

Q. Were you ever attacked by American troops 
while in this area? 

A. Once in a while, but only by small patrols. 

Q. Did you have previously prepared positions on 
Banahao ? 

A. I had no previously prepared positions there. 

Q. How were you supplied at Banahao? Did you 
have large caches of food there prior to your arrival ? 

/4. We carried what supplies we could from 
Malepunyo and then planted gardens on arrival at 
Banahao. No supplies were there prior to our ar- 
rival. We expected to get our first crops in October. 
I had planned to stay there ten to twenty years if 
necessary. 

Q. Did you have medical supplies at Banahao? 

A. Yes, I brought some from Malepunyo. 

Q. Was there much sickness at this time? 

A. Very little. 

Q. Did your intelligence section function satis- 
factorily during the entire campaign? 

A. Yes, it was satisfactory. I was generally in- 
formed of American movements as they occurred. 
Reports came from observation posts, intelligence 
men with the units, and patrols. 

Q. Did you have an intelligence officer on your 
staff ? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. What was the strength of your intelligence 
section ? 

A. Six or seven officers and about fifteen men. 

Q. Did they maintain an enemy situation map? 

A. Yes, the situation map showed the American 
locations on land as well as their ship movements 
at sea. 

Q. Did you keep order of battle records, that is, 
lists of American commanders and unit numbers ? 


A. I did not know any commanders’ names or the 
number of their units. 

Q. Did you capture any documents? 

A. Yes, twice that I remember. One of them had 
a name and number. 

(g. Was the information gained of any value? 

A. I do not recall. 

Q. Did you have translators with you? 

A. Yes, one was very good. 

Q. Did you ever capture any American soldiers? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you employ radio or telephone intercepts? 
If so, was it of value? 

Yes, both of them, but received nothing of any 

help. 

Q. Did you know the location of U. S. Task Force 
Headquarters in these areas? [Indicating general 
areas where the Division command posts had been 
located.} 

A. No, I did not know the exact locations. 

Q. Did your intelligence agencies ever report the 
presence of Australian troops in Southern Luzon? 

A. Yes, but reports were not very clear. I did 
not know the strength or type of Australian units. 

Q. Why did your intelligence believe they were 
Australian troops? 

A. I do not Imow the details. Intelligence reports 
were consolidated and given me each day by my staff. 

Q. Did your intelligence officer ever predict accur- 
ately any American attack during the campaign ? 

A. Yes, practically all attacks were predicted. 

Q. How did your intelligence obtain this infor- 
mation ? 

A. From observers. Then, too, increased air at- 
tacks and artillery firing indicated an attack was 
coming. 

Q. Did you know the exact time or the plan of 
any attack? 

A. No, not exactly. 

Q. Did your communication system function satis- 
factorily ? 

A. They were satisfactory. I used radio and tele- 
phone. I had radio contact with my intelligence sec- 
tions at Mt. Pico de Loro, Talin Bay, Maricaban and 
Lubang Islands. I used radio with my unit on Mt. 
Batulao and radio and telephone to Mt. Macolod. 
The wires were cut in March, but I still had radio 
and blinker lights. 

Q. Did you have continuous communications with 
all units ? 
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A. Yes, until the radio operators were killed. 

Q. When did the Gyoro battalions come under 
your command? 

A. At different times. They were not to fight as 
ground troops until they had finished their sea 
mission of suicide attacks. 

Q. Did you order the attack on 1 February at 
Nasugbu by the 119th Gyoro Battalion? 

A. Yes, I also ordered the 113th and 11 4th to 
attack at Nasugbu. 

Q. Were you informed of the results of these 
attacks ? 

A. Yes, the attacks were not quite what I had 
hoped for. 

Q. Did you know that only one craft actually 
carried out such a suicide attack? 

A. I know that the sea missions of the Gyoro Bat- 
talions were almost a complete failure. Your ships 
at Nasugbu left too soon for my plans. The Ameri- 
cans became quite clever. If your ships had not 
departed from Nasugbu when they did there would 
have been other attacks. The strategy of battle in 
the invasion of Luzon was very good. 

Q. Do you feel your forces were adequately 
equipped and armed for your assigned mission? 

A. I was adequately equipped and armed for both 
offense and defense. My equipment and supplies 
were not exactly what I wanted but they were satis- 
factory. I think the greatest defect in the Japanese 
Army was the shortage of armor and motor trans- 
port. The shortage of vehicles seriously interfered 
with my conduct of the operation. 

Q. How many vehicles did you have at the time 
of our landing? 

A. About fifty or sixty trucks. This included trucks 
from my own headquarters and in the artillery at 
Lipa airfield units. 

Q. How did you employ your engineer company? 

A. I used them initially to help in the preparation 
of defensive positions. I also employed them to 
destroy roads and bridges and to make suicide attacks 
against tanks. You should have seen the predicament 
I was in when I first came to Southern Luzon in 
October 1944. There were no defenses prepared 
until I started them. 

Q. Was your medical organization adequate? 

A. It was adequate. I had a field hospital at 
Malepunyo. 

Q. How far forward did your medical support go? 

A. There were medical enlisted men in the com- 


panies and medical officers down to battalion level. 

Q. Did you have sufficient medical supplies ? 

A. Yes, more than enough. I even threw some 
away. I had about three years supplies for ten thou- 
sand men in supply dumps at Calamba, Sulac and 
Bauan. 

Q. What artillery did you have initially? 

A. Mt. Macolod one 300mm howitzer 
Near Balayan two 12cm guns 

San Luis two 12cm guns 

Near Cuenca eight 15cm howitzers but 
moved some of them 
north. 

Batangas two 1 5cm 

Malaraya Hill four 15cm 

Batuloa-Cariliao four 10cm 

defile 

San Pablo eight 75mm which I 

moved north from Ti- 
aong after your advance 
sou^ from Manila. 

Q. How was your artillery observation accom- 
plished ? 

A. I used observation posts. Only indirect fire was 
employed. 

Q. Did you have any organization to take care of 
your men KIA? 

A. No special organization. Meii killed were 
buried by their units. 

Q. What was your opinion of our psychological 
warfare campaign? 

A. It had a tremendous effect on the Filipino 
civilians who were very loyal to the Americans but 
I don’t feel it had much effect on trained Japanese. 

Q. Did it cause desertions? 

A. I do not know of any desertions caused by your 
leaflets. 

Q. When was the last date you received replace- 
ments ? 

A. I never received any. 

Q. Give the approximate date the last Japanese 
operational airplane left Lipa airstrip. 

A. It was not used in 1945. I believe it was used 
some in December of 1944. 

Q. Did you ever visit your front-line units? 

A. Yes, I went to the Mt. Macolod-Cuenca area 
early in March and also had direct command of my 
troops in Mt. Malepunyo. My two horses had been 
killed and my car broke down, so I could not visit 
any other areas. 
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2- Did you issue definite orders not to fire on our 
small Cub planes ? 

A. Yes, I did issue such orders as it would only 
reveal our positions; however, I ordered to fire on 
all attack aircraft. 

Q. What was the nature and extent of Philippine 
guerrilla activities prior to and after our landings.^ 

A. Before the landings the guerrillas harassed my 
units; after the landings their activities became even 
worse. I had instructed all my commanders to attack 
all guerrilla units wherever they were located. 

Q. Where did you get supplies for your troops 
from 31 January to 1 May 1945.^ 

A. I never received any. My supply line ran south 
from Manila along Laguna de Bay. This was blocked 
by American forces at the beginning of February. 

Q. What is your opinion of American strategy 
and tactics? 

A. 1 believe the strategy was good, but I do not 
know about American tactics as I did not personally 
observe small-unit action?. 

Q. Did you observe any faults in the American 
soldier? 


A. From the reports I received the American sol- 
dier was courageous, but he needlessly exposed him- 
self by advancing across open ground in the line of 
fire of our weapons. He stood up too much and 
fired too much but I suppose it was all right because 
he had plenty of ammunition. 

Q. What was your opinion of our weapons? 

A. They were excellent. 

Q. Why did you elect to defend Mt. Malepunyo 
rather than Mt. Maquiling? 

A. I preferred Mt. Maquiling but was ordered by 
Shimbu Shudan to defend at Mt. Malepunyo. Mt. 
Maquiling offered great natural defense and a route 
of communications to Shimbu Shudan across Laguna 
de Bay. 

Q. What happened to your executive officer. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Uehara? 

A. He is here in this prison. 

The interrogation is symbolic of the fate of the 
once-great, highly feared, supremely treacherous 
Japanese Army. It is dead like Fujishige, hanged for 
his war crimes, or it is in prison like Uehara, guarded 
by the victorious U. S. Army of Occupation. 
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Chapter i}: Mopping-up; Rest Camp; Okinawa 


AFTER the fall of Malepunyo, there were no 
j\ longer enough Japs concentrated in any one 
spot within our sector to permit the estab- 
lishment of front lines. Those who did remain had 
gathered in small, starving pockets in the mountains 
and out-of-the-way locations where they set up peri- 
meter defenses with the few weapons left to them, 
and lived from day to day awaiting discovery by our 
troops. Each regiment maintained patrols to ferret 
out and destroy these isolated pockets. The Division 
mission was styled "mopping up.” The original de- 
fenders of the Batulao-Cariliao defile had with- 
drawn, as we have seen, into the canyons and woods 
on Mt.* Batulao. There was no way of knowing how 
many Japanese were in the mountain, or how well 
they were armed and fed, but until they were des- 
troyed, the Division mission was not complete. The 
187th Infantry was given the job. 

During this period, the first replacements to be 
assigned to the Division since the beginning of the 
Leyte campaign were commencing to arrive. In prepa- 
ration for the landings on the home islands of Japan, 
these new men were assigned in small numbers to 
the mopping-up patrols to introduce them gradually 
to combat. One such squad, led by Private First 
Class Joe R. Siedenburg of the 187th was part of a 
larger patrol. It ventured into the wooded folds 
of Mt. Batulao looking for Japs. Deep in the moun- 
tain, they came upon a strongpoint, and received 
heavy rifle and automatic-weapons fire. Displaying 
the calm courage of a great soldier and the tender 
patience of a teacher, Siedenburg deployed his squad 
of greenhorns, herded them into an assault, and 
overran the position without a loss, proudly chalk- 
ing up 27 dead Japanese for the squad in its first 
action. Cockily they proceeded on into the moun- 
tain, but the next day were less fortunate. As they 
stalked up a wooded draw, the squad was pinned 
down by extremely heavy Japanese fire. The open- 
ing burst of fire wounded one of the new men. He 
fell, exposed to fire from the concealed Japanese 
position. Disregarding his own safety, Siedenburg 
left his cover and crawled across the open terrain 
to his wounded charge. He received a mortal wound 
in his chest, but he continued on to the wounded 
man, gathered him up, and turned back to cover. He 
was twice struck again by bullets, but he continued 
withdrawing and took his squad member to safety. 
Siedenburg then died from his wounds. He was 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, and the 


first 11th Airborne Division post on the island of 
Hokkaido in Japan was named Camp Siedenburg in 
his memory and honor. 

A full-strength airborne division is light in man- 
power, weapons, and transportation. In our days of 
combat, two of the infantry regiments had only two 
battalions each. On an independent Division mission 
such as the Mike VI operation, it was necessary for 
every last man-jack soldier in the Division to actively 
support the combat troops. Though, as in any other 
division, it was the doughboy who walked up, took 
the ground from the Jap, and held on to it, in the 
11th he was supported devotedly by the pencil 
pushers and hornblowers of the non-doughboy units 
performing tasks foreign to their training and natural 
bent. The Adjutant General, Inspector General, and 
• Finance Department personnel were impressed as 
ammunition bearers, and they delivered their heavy 
cases to the rifle and mortar squads. The Division 
Band turned their caps around to a naval angle, and 
piloted the DUKWs which unloaded the ships in 
Nasugbu Bay and brought our supplies to the beach. 
Some grew too accomplished for the lowly DUKW 
and graduated to the small airborne bulldozers to 
grade the edges of the airstrip under the nervous 
supervision of the engineers. The Division Chemical 
Officer, Colonel Pensack, organized the port and, 
utilizing the clerks, riggers, and cooks of the Divi- 
sion, operated his harbor with all the aplomb and 
assurance of a Stateside port director. The personnel 
sections and a sadly depleted rear echelon under the 
command of Colonel Robert Conine took over the 
Sugar Central, established a perimeter, dispatched 
patrols to keep roving Japs in the rear areas in line, 
and looked after the paperwork of the Division — 
all tasks performed in that order. 

The massive task of supplying the Division on 
the combat front in Manila from the port of Na- 
sugbu, seventy miles to the rear, was performed by 
the officers find men of the 408th Quartermaster 
Company. Guards could not be spared to ride the 
trucks, nor could soldiers be spared to patrol the 
supply route throughout its entire length. Conse- 
quently, the men of the 408th drove their trucks with 
their left hands and carried their weapons at the 
ready with their right. Often they were sniped at as 
they sped along the road, and thrice they were am- 
bushed, but only once did they lose a truck, and only 
then because it caught on fire. 
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arid could ptoudiy iind truly state that the Division of the Division was C 
coramumcations net had ttbt failed once throughout and bis disposal ' squs 
the lampaign. highway north, of Par; 

''Jt'heti Fort McKtnIey fell finally, there was not a vtdiide mines ih. a ItbS- 
mab in the -Diviisiori W bud not been exposed to likehest roads througli 
ho'stile To, the gpdbility and our them of mines, placing 

orervice Units the Division owes a large debt of grati- ' .. ' 

tude urd a great meastii^ of 

Closg behind the line 

Ea'rly in the Leyte campargn, the engtnesTS. liad re- KBB 
quested a company of infantry to establish a perf 
meter an?uod ohettt while they Woiked, ujn'worned 
by the Japanese {nterrupters. The request Irad; beep 
denied; because no infantry could be spared. r 

&Stabh$hed a. Division poticy ' engineer periirieters 
i^'iruidibe composed, of engineers. The -first task of 
the engineers upon landing was to unload the Divi- 
Sion They constructed be^icl) access roads and storage 
ureai>, muted trafiBt . and stot'k-pikvj supphes Dur- 

feiided and graded the grass^i gtrip behind NasUgbu- • 
so that )t would atcornnvidjre C-4-7 aircraft. 

One of the more odioiiy rni.ssicin& of the bgttglipn 
was to locale,, -dear, and inatbciafcfc mfriey, honHx 

denudjtions which had bear smvn in the path of our w. wi« 



T(!« 1 ifti ■ Afrborrte Di>i'iion ctmotuff fri- Nanigbu 

nion to inichxst- Durin,^ the Lii<san campaigji the b/ittaiion defended 
and fus men had Dtviston supply areas and conducted a series of o/fen- 
i &nd bbstaeles— sives atainat -scatfered enemy pockets. In the cariv 
i ioricrete. And statte of the operation the battalion prott'cred the 
tad 55id- aitiliery piirt and aurfxirt of Nasugbu and completed the jrc' 
tasks fell to the Jwetion of enemy forces of Nasugbo Point and San 
urns or a hammer Diego ■Foiof, left Tncomplele by {fi« iS7th when tha( 
Eher, The 127tb fegiin^it was ordered loisvard to assust in the storm- 
MttaliOfv m every "mg of Manila and Mabato Point. On 6 February 
19'D. a special task f<)tce of the }.’52rl proceeded in 
could more prop- 1-CMs and conducted, an amphibious landing at h-otic 
dd Job Battalion Cove Latking naval rtHket ships, they conducted 
their own pre landing barrage with baiaokas aimed 
. oyet the iatidifig ramps. After u mnrderotis five- 

m.mute hrunbardmeitt, the first wave hit the beach 
' *S' wftbbiit; opposition. Ordered to determine whether 

S a frtsb-water pipeline rumored to pass from the 
mainlapd ill Carah.io Island did sn, or not^ thed^id, 
faifitlg to hod die pipeline, landed on the island and 
fourni It desetlcij. lliey withdrew )ust in time to 
, escapj. our aciial b*imbardmcnt softenmg the tslanrl 
up for XI tTorps troops 

Opeutions of the Dtvision during- the Luaoo catn- 
paign were greatly helped by organized guemlla 
units. The first contact was made with them on the 
fust of Jamtary fifteen days .ptitir ‘to 

when li selected rcconoatssame grbup. D 
personnel landed by FT boats tf*e, w«.st ctf 
Lincoh near Nasugbit. The gremp ;^3^: by giier^ 

nlln forces ,ind giiije^i to key tnst<i||atS5fis Sji the 
area. Fotiowing tho landing at iSIaSiigBu, the com- 




Th« Airbornti BnginBBfi r«poir n br/r/S# fn thif vtcMi^y of 
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rnanding officer of the 187 tb bifantry, Ckfionel Hil- 
debrafid, was given control of all guerrilla ujuts in 
the f<eac areas. They telped protect the beachhead 
area and the 67 -mile mam supply route of the Dfvi- 
iifiii Ducing the Nichols FieJd-Fort McKinley acUon 
companies ot Hunters ROTCL PQOG (President 
Quecatv's Own Goeftillas) Fil-Aperkahs arid the 
O'Compo Unit,. operated on the south flank of: the 
Division in the Baguhibaysn Hill area along the west 
shore of Laguna de Bay and uV the Temafe a«av On 
1 March 1945" all guerrtHa fortes were , centralized 
under Division contml and. assigned ^ttprs of re- 
spomibility throughout the tear areas of ffic' .Division 
zone of action. Some units v»ere attached directly 
to regiments arid battafions of the Division aiid par- 
ticiptated in all operations until the end of the Male- 
p&ayo campaigD on ,3 May 1943. At one time tlie 
Division had over five thousand organized ggerrilks 
under its confroK These units had the enviable ret- 
cud of killing ‘4349 Japs -and caphicing 35 prisoners where they hel]i>ed protect the Division main supply 
Various units were attached to the Jlth Airborne route from Nasugbu to htius On I4 February 194? 
Division during the Lilzon campaign. Battery D.. the 2d Battalion, iVth Infant!^-, joined the special. 
t(t2d AAA AW Battalion, .and Cannon Company of task force at Mabato Point iind parprifiated m the 
the 21st Infantry (24th Infantry Divisiem). atcom- attack against Forr McKmlcy and the east jmehor 
panied the Division from Leyte, The former pni- of (He Genko Line. On 24 ivbroAiy ■ 194? the twg: 
vided antiaircraft defenses to protect the p»yft of battshons of the 19th Infantry moved to Nasugbu 
.Nasugbu and the {after supported the Division in the to stage for an vivetwatcr mewernenr and were re- 
attack on Manifii The 2d and ;3d Biutalions. 19th ‘‘ieitsed from the Division.. 

infantiy Regiment {Z Ifh Infantry Division), landed Company A, 4-1th Tank Pattaltony and .Company 
at Nas.ugbu on 5 February 19-i? and prcHe'edeti .inl.'ind B, 6i7th Tank Destroyer B.ittaiiorij were attached to 

the Division on 17 Febfuary 1945 These two units, 
and TeUef companies pf the same battalions, sgp- 

...i....™ .m.l * M.. T., 


Tktr Josepff W SiUrr^i) o tf9coriaUon xitithig a 

at iip^ Trtfip 


By the tenth of May flte Division bad regrbuped 
and established a ba.se cafep ip the vicinity of lipa, 
niaiotainmg outposts and patrols ffiroughout a wide 


Ano^Avr phofa of Gonoral SfilwaH at fho Oivisiarr r«v>*w 



Tfr* phnkinif ip ih 9 9 nd of *h» <on^*|« ruhnroy of trpo tfr»> 

sectors ;The 11 Maj/ marked Another ; Jai»ane- 5 E CAsuAiTres 

career' of. tke Angds H vc4s the first day woce 51 
January -a total of lOl conisefutive da,J#— thaf 
the Divj'sMjn had not killed a jap. Since our entrante 
into Southern Luzon at Nasuj*bu. 'sv*e had averaged 
45.8 Japs per day. Though Mai epttnyo ((Kims, largest 
in Our (mr^iory because it was the laslpf our battles, 
statistiis remind' us that no upe battle of: the cam- 
paign cun be styled dte toughest. At the end of Male- 
punyo, the Division bad been in contact wnh the 
enemy for t05 days. The wide fronrage and many 
taissions sssigned tJte Division rneanf that all troof's 
were commuted all the time and no relief or rest for 
any umt sv'as possible. We never (vad a Division re- 
.serve. The only time it liSas attempted (jd Battalion, 

Snth. At Ro&trio) the battalion was- relieved and 
recommitted in liras tlian twelve hours 

The times of heaviest fighting fail nacuraUy into 
whar can be caHecl battles- Aga, Shorry Hill, Mt 
Aiming, Parnnague, Southern Manda. Nivlnds I'ldd. 

'Fait McKmley, Nlabato Point. Luv Paf^os^ Ternak', 

Mtu Biji4ng, Hill 66h, Mr. Sungav, Mt Macolod, Und 
Mt. Malepunyci, 

The st3fi.sric.s of tiK* Luzon campaton fell more 
clearly than hundred® of words the viork the Division 
accomplished on the hliatn island of the PbiUppanCs- 

Oi.yi.'OwK CAM’Ata'iE'-., ■ . 

Killed in action ^ . 4*'^ 

Died of ivounds. . . . *73 

Seriousty wounded, in art ion. -S^S- 

Lightly woxlnded, m iirtion ' . diCy 

Seri'ouSfy in’jiirtKl in a . . Cf 

Lightly mju.Kd in ,v;fion ■ lit) 

Missing in ,adi)on . ... . ■ ■ v 

TOTAL . I960 


Kiilcd . : 
Captured 


TOTAL 


Material .C.APTi!REn AN&/aR Damagri 


Pillboxes- , , ; 
A A pieces , . 
Mach iac guns 
Field pieces 
.Aiortars' 
Vthicfe , 

O boats 


Longest supply line . . 

AVulest Division tront ; . . 

. Rtiuivdsi ot dfiiUe^' fired, - . ... . , 

Total miles advanecti against the ^nSini/; . . 
Total -scjuare miles freed .... ^ 

Time .in -.avtipn , . ... yt Ja»U|r/-7- 

. AwAfiftt. AMO DKGORAT}ON.X 

Mfdal. of Honor . .. . . . . , . ; - • . - 

DistingoisHed Service , 

■ DotinguisKcd .fervice, M.edaT , . 

ftgioii 'hfi MEtit.-v:'.. '.' . 

Silver Star 

.Rrorize Star MC'Ual ; . 

buldieij.Nfed.sJ ,, , 

Air Medn! 

Purple llcarr . . . 


No t)cio lias m.vestiga'ied the matter, biff jt is. it 
verfainty. tliAi tligre -are verv,ie.w men wliyi have, rnofe 
ct-4jm To the title The Purple Heart iiid," th-ap 
Archie bill Iti of the fSTth. Archie wears a Purple 
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Heart with four Oyk Leaf Clusien;, antf he grvi them 
all oh l.a«on. The first one was NicboJs Ffehl, the 
next nm at Mt, Macolod, the fourth oti Tagaytay- 
Ridge M'btJc mopphig up die jap reojoants there, and 
the fifdi wbiie examining three dead Japs. A imper's 
bullet hit bis Itelmef, and latetated bis scalp. His 
five wounds kept him m die bospital a total of tbirty- 
three" days';, ' 

The fitst twfi s^eekir w'e were »n bivoiiac' ’AferS de- 
voted to that old game of hoiisekc-cpirtg- It way just 
tlvit, this tune. iOr we were starcing from scratch, 
The Division area Av as centered around the bomhed- 
out- town of Lipa which svas on the pfam b^fweeiV 
the scenes of oUr t-w'o toughest htll fights, Mt, ;Maco? 
lod cm the west and Mb Makpunyo on the east The 
topcrete airstrip at Lipti. biidt by the japs, wdk a>.n 
smientJy located m theireotei of the ^’■oiie. Moy of 
the units setegfed coconut groves for rheir tamp sites, 
The. trees were evenly spaced and. made the laying 
out of streets between tdws . of trees simple; An 
abuftdaftee of bamboo provided the framework for 


Gtin^raU 5wrt5T, So7*^N»ij^ Oonoroo ond To crotch 

offtmawWroU how its dohm ifrtt^ 


tire' everrpresent pyramidiil teats'; , The rainy season 
Avas due toward the egd of fday yo tent floors were 
buill.'from steel mattiog 6r b3mbo(> strips a foot 
above (he ground. A Division arnphithcafer, wdth 
stagg. was omsiructcd in a natural bowl near Mata- 
sisnakahoj and tliere \vv‘ wurkssed USO shows, 
movies, and bosmg matebns. Mataasiukahoy isn't so 
hAfd ;tr> pfonisujH't' once you catch, bn that 
iTteaiis ■’ mil ''arid boy rr!euns''tr 

We estaWid^ at hemery and it lived 

up to its name. The mtsit' who svent there for a three- 
day period had nothing to do but .sleep, loaf , around 
in shorts, go to movies, swim, saiTib thei native 
i\tncas ebmpiem with outriggets and mamsads, eat 
the best fond 'available, .'play' foftball, sun-bathe, 
drmk coko, arul eat ice cream at rhe Red Cross It 
Avas a pleasant respite after , the mggedoess of com- 

bat, and r|uotas weie aivvvrys filled. 

Oit R May rve heard over the radio that Ger- 
many bad sutrendered uncondifiomtlly to tJie Allies. 
'riieneAC'S was accepted with httle excitement and sio 
celebxAfioii were happy for the men AVho' had 
been fightmg foe battles from Africa to foe lllbc, and 
wm felt rliat perhaps on.^days of fighting oh 3 shoe 


topr foornwi ■a^ th» hpa ^omp school. Mf'. 

Mocofod it -in ♦>»« 'fwtJ/' lowiir-. iWec|f door tnoffjfng »if tt>tf pry»'*?bn 
/vmp fchoof iH UpOi Mf. Mqcdhd iitfi b# i4r«n fh* Kig^f 



T/i» /obfbaf^; jgbw<? Novy ppd the IJfh Airborne ot Xizal St^diom fn ManilOr 4 Jufy^ 1 945 was weii ortencie'd even rhow^h |b# r«fn 

hod mccie, the fiejfd fli ntuddy" 








Corporal Grenvilh V(. Cooper, ISBlh GIK.. ifigliM hondt trith Ctneral Slilr/atl qfrtr rmuolring .fhP SiJrer Star 

one evening, la Philippine shower flooded down on attd the Jst battalion closed thereon ihe 29th. Two 
us. We pulled up the ponchos v/e always carried new, days later, the <>?5fh lE.A. Battalion joioed its corn- 
stayed, and watched idumphtey Bogart win Lauren panjftn infantry regiment la- the city. The RCT 

Bacall as we suspected he would . patrolled the city, directed trafEc, maintained order 

The bow! was the scene of mueb talent The shov/ in the various datuehalls which were springing up 
which we prt>babiy i iked the best was Oklahrma with all over the; tbsvn, and in general policed A city whose 
it's pretty girls and “Hit Parade" tunes. Joe E. Brown law-enfdrcemept agendes. had not had : tim be- 
eiitranced bis audience with his famous pitching coWe teestaldished. jap .stragglers Still hid out in 
seme Irotn V.lm?f she <heat and tticn visited the hos- the mitts Qt' some of the buildings, and they had to 
pitals in . the area with hf.s record-breaking gein be tracked down and killed or r4ptured. Even though 
slashed from eju: to e^ar. Kay Kyser shouted "SfciOO- there was much j^ltaking of heads and ducking of 
dentsl" from one end of Uic bowl to tire othcf, <\T tongues wberi the Uth Aitbofne Arigiels were as- 
&hacht made baseball funny, and 'I'hftt Meft on a signed JS^P^duty, the 107th ECT laid a heavy hand 
Horse came to the bowl, with the lead played by On all pffendets. New l^Ork; Cjitycs Finest might have 
Captain Smith, foerKerly of the yetsafile Ang picked up a few pointers, unortfiodoji though they 

Lipa Airstrips while. was still being were. i ^ ’ 

fought over. This brought every man out The late General josephi W- StilwelJ— Vinegar Joe 

of hh sack ’for of Burma fame — visited the Division at Lipa -on 9 

On 29 May the Divi.d took its turn garrisoning Turtr 19‘1‘5 and a teview was held io his bonpt. It 
Manila. The 187th ECT was chosen for the detail was one of the most spettaculat tl\af we had staged 



Top: Litutenant Colonef Nfchofors Stadifh9rr, CO of fho 4S7tht Genorol Swing, Gonmrai Kniogor, Gonoral Pierson and Cenorol Farroll (lef^ fo right) 
discuss the impending Aporri operohon which tfoged of lipa airstrip. Below: Ganoroi Wolfor Krueger, CG of Sixth Army, toiks fo men of the 
51 Uh Parachuta fnfontry the day before their jump of Aparri 
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Ton? fpikt of ^N«fy C dS7fh> This 

hatfiny fwtiUhmfi- f ifor f/»o i^porfi op»ro#ion. 

ContOTi: /fiifxoct* Sahar/ 

C'i ptan 9 i^: H. Go(frfn*r, p»r- 

soAo) Wiftiiltff ChutthitU, 4n<f O^/iartfl Swing 

mipect o .pornffoop#*' 

SO £ax. Lipa Sttip tnaik n perlect area £or a review 
without ajiy crowiiinj: Just as the tuitithaad '‘Piss: 
In review'" was ^iven, nbe C-‘I6s cai^c CB'er; ant) 
dropped ^24 paratnsopers on the field Jifcctly behlfi'd 
the teops. The air svas siskiratcui \vith jiiiyipen—j 
double stii'k of eighteen men fr<im euch plane. Tbiei*' 
the para troopers assembled aruf passed 'in t^view be- 
hand the 0!ViSiou. The ,u> ileel of Dlvisioir Artillety, 
not to be outi-lonc, c.inie by an a column of T's' TJie 
nine Lds and tw'O L "is follow'cd the C46s iod eadi 
dropped 3 man on the field. Then game ,thd;^lid<ts 
tuh loose over the reviewing stand. They landed On 
tire east side ofTHe aihway, close to the troops, and 
discharged a battery of- artiilety which passed in re- 
view' at the end .of the column. During the cerertiony 
Oeoeridi StHweli presented. decDratiohs, hi meti se- 
Icirted froin eacli unit of the Division. We held an- 
other review on IV June for Lieutenant General 
Oscar W. Griswoldv. XIV Cyorps comnlahder, undei 
v/h(>se command the Diyision proudly strv'ed during 
most, of the Luzon camp3>An . - 

By thii time; the maifi forces of the Japs had, bfeert 
pushed bach inm the norrhevest corner of Ltizoh. Tliie 
3 7tb Division w'a.s shovmg up the Cagayan valtev 
along Highw'ay 5 to the north after breaking through 
the hi ttetly de tended central mountains The gutr- 
fiJlas -ContfOlled the west bank of the Cogsyan Siver 
btif the pressure of the s7th from the south W'Ss^ forcr 
ifltg the Mips back to Aparn. a tow'u at the mouth of 
the Cagayan River. A toae was needed in a hurry 
to .seal off Apirri as 'an escape pbrtT and to close the 
;rti.Tnpaign, decisively.:: , 

Genemf Kruegef decided tp lalict Airborne troops, 
in the vicinity of ApartTto moVd. sonth; to, cbhtact 
tlk r;tprdl.y waving. 37th, destroying afl japs eh 
Tlvb mission vvas assigned to the .fith Airborne. 
Target date Avas Original ly set tor .23 jutie' !3>4-!, bul- 
bec^ause of the rdpid Adv.finte .of 'th.e 57th. Division, 
the date was nioved up to 2.3 June T9d3; 

Gypsy Task Force.' as the. -urjit accomplish the 
nii.ssi'on was designatedr commas by. Lieiiteo- 
ant Colonel Hennv feegess. The units cornpo.sing 
Gypsy Force were: f # tejfaUort and Companies G 
and I, 3T 1th Infantry; Batfeiy' C. 457th Pararhute FA 
Ratral ion ; 1 st Platoon,, CtVmpatty C. 1 27th Engineeis, 
,2d Platoon, 221st Medical (Timpuny; teams froth the 
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of fifth Air Jvn* taf dpwn o rtnake xcrttn a$ nnstihtt tight af C-4St btiag in pad of Qy)»».f fore* for jump of Aparri 

CWS, snth Sigiiai Corap 3 ittj’, 711th Ord- 2one, with colored sijioke by a pathfi^ 

ttattce>. and Parachute Maintenance.. The total unit %vhjch had two days befof<&, cqn- 

.itfen^i of the force was X.OlO mert. tacted thegumillas bb tbe westbanfc of thelSigayan, 

Our departure airstrip was Lipa. Mow compietely .T.ndl then slipped across the river at night. Fighter.' 
reversed had the situation become in the last si.'c bombers ’aid dowrs a smoke screen blmdtng the hills 
..tnonthsl OtJ 6 December ltM4, th.ejap.s- used the to the southeast where the Japs .supfioscdly lud artih 
lipa Strip as their departure zone when they made lety wbidv could reach the drop zone The opefariort 
the airborne attack on us at San Pablo Strip iw was c.amed out precisely as planned. Hosvever, jump 
Leyte, and here we were, using d to launch an aftack casualties on the held were heavy (seven per Cent), 
designed to seal the doom of all Japs on Luzon. Truly due to a 70- to 21-mph ground wind, ruts and bomb 
the tide had turned. holes on the field, and rice paddies and carabao wal- 

Tor the first brne .in the htstory of the Pacific lows, all covered with thick, tall Kunai grass. By 
Theater gliders would be used m action :against the 0955 the force v/as assembled and ready to move out, 
enemyi We had only seven — f> CQ4M .and 1 - wscs made immediardy hetvveen Gypsy Task 

but the itnrve was a big step forward in pur cotisum- .Force and Task Force B (the unit on the iyest side 
ing ambition to be used in our primary role of a of the aivei). There were no Japs in Aparri. sb 
trained airborne striking force. For the p.arachute.ele- Burgess decided to mos'e out at once and th 

mepts of Gypsy Task J'orce there were M C-47s and contact the ^7ih Division. Task Force B secur^ 
15 "'jilt began loading in the dark at 9430 oc Aparri and seof out fiarik patrols to cover the advance 

the. 23d. General Krueger, GO of Sixth Army, had ■ »f the' force. ^ 

arrived the pteviuus aftennxm. inspected die. particL Oa 26 June contact was nude svtth the 37th Dive 
pating: troops ailJ was present to svitness the loading sion. For the next two days, the Force searched the 
and the take- oif. Promptly at 0600 the first C-46, area to the east of H,igh'i''ay 5, found .evidences of 
piloted bp Colonel John Lackey. CO of the group jap withdrawal, and then .assembled at Tuguegarao. 
fuTiiishihg the piartes, took C»tf. One after another prepared to return by Cr47s to Lipa on 1 and 2 July, 
foUowed, assembled, and Weniit oh course in a y of There were fw japs seen or killed by the fQtc^- 
Vs wdth the gliders . bringing up the rear of the . . , 

column. 'Tighters ciitled Overhead. Back at lipa "Juting June arid July the training 

At precisely O90(|, the pliuies were over the drop went on in full anticipation of future fighting which 
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‘#,e thought was inevitable. the help of a few pteeautiptis. On 22 July early in. thehay, a squadron 
Alt Oorps. die-bards. like Jota liaclsey' and Ttny Milau was night glider Hying., The pUnes ic»ok*'t{i it 04^0. 
ivho iigieed With usv We agarn convinced the Alt and were to fty a course over Manila BiV, then sf«uth 
Corps that they needed training if they were to thop to the wnthem tip of Luyon. and then back to t ipa 
US aiiysvhefe and htt the target with us. Every ten Over Manila Bay^ the. squadron ran into a cloud 
dgys during July and, the- first part of August a new forinatroo which threw the gliders afauur like bob- 
squadi'on would auivc' 3 f Lipa Strip foi a course set ' -,b}ng kites. Two giidt'i.s collided it< fiiid-ijr aiul 
up by the G-j section of the rhviwon m conjunction crashed^ kdlmg pilots and passengers A thud glider 
with the 'A ! 4 Section of ’54th Tr 0 .op Carrier Wing;, ciU loose and the pilot. Golonel Mil-au, Jancleci, it 
The troop earner groups had been jcsed mostfv to % saMy on Nidiols Field. ; . 

cargo and wfcrc in no stare* of framing ui drop para- ■ ' The inrchsivfe training of the Aif.CoVp.s ijn Ah- 
tthopers at tow gliders in forwation The cOirrse was borne loadifjg and Ufting. started many rumors tioat- 
Set Up to teach each pilot the fundaTnentals of ah- riigiaboitt the carap. It -w-as said that we were sup- 
bonic liftuTg frCuti flying alone and droppmg dum- pok-d to ju/np ahead of the forces making fhe lirid- 
Fp'iies 00 panels todlymg in squadron formation aod ings oo Japan; at other rimes, we w>efc scheduled to 
dtQppirig 38 incu each on aiiy given field. The pilots land in China; and for awhile, .Formosa was the 
pracficed glider tugging by day and night, singlyand favored DZ; 

at'fuflrnatiDO. They flew courses all over hm-on and By the bc-ginniog of August there were niinnrs of 
soineiirnes down to Mindaniio- 'T'bey dropped cm a different variety making the rounds. IX'e beiUtl that 
diffeient Itehls su rhey would nut, get used to the tertani Air Girps urnrs w-cre betting ;ldrgevsiifrts of 
Same one, And by the tune the tenth 'day tolled money at i-tOodds that the war wciiild be over' by 
around the pilots' living in tight formation, September 1 Always anxious to take money, the 
accurately. dtpppihg men on a h range field, and nuk- .Angels scartheSi lor these bettors. Ncuie was fourid 
itftg take^ofl^s. tugp/nK two gliders with a minimum of who would bgt, hot tnany were seen who had seen 
interval between planes, . ^omeone-who-kticw-sotneonc svho would take -all 

We suffered one had -accident in spile of the- extra ltet.Si. 
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Original from 






X?i# 4pof/7. ,TOi7* ffith fhti Cagoyari Miy«f: m i.h9 haxkQrow^^^ 

Someth)^ \yas deftoit-ely in the wirid. In the bat ecjuipmehh and essential VehicteSv. A tear echelon 
latter part of |uly representatives from GHQ tame wa» organi?ed c«j move by boat* along ssrith every- 
dowo to the if>iyis?on to' start dra’^'ijig up plans for' thing ‘>ve could nof take by plane. Yesterday there 
an ,at£ movenient ctf the enure Division. No one^ fras to be no patachute jiitnp -involved. Today’s 
rnaiu'oned our : destmatlEjn, tlje whole plan was rumor said we’d alt jump 

worked up in, theory, 'but the idea seemed to" be that ' 'Fhen somebody dropped an atomic beinb: When 
we \v6hld land In enemy territory where we, could the destrucfst'eness: of the bomb graduaUy' b®c.srne 

expect lighr or no resistance. Maybe the war svas' known; we be^n ,to enjoy ip add. alSd became glad 

mote nearly over than atty of us in tjur tundesc we hftdri'f made any bets. .They 'dfopped the' second 
dfeao)^^^ could liayc iroagmed- botiib. It sebiiied 10 be even rcajgher on the Jap.s than 

f^dhs weie made to move all unils by air with com cKc Angelk ’ Maybe ther'e'd be no landing on Jap.^n. 


Gypsy Jazk Fowr® fcoi/s ouf. 


. 0vyy[ , 
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14 - Okinawa to Japan 

The ,i«t;fsetal plan for the simple. 

We woiad i|y ift>n) Lipo toOkjoswu where we would 
set up a temporary cjmp while vvaitjir^ fof the final 
peate terms.’ to be settled. Then ar the- tp.mmafid of 
t'lNOAf ftAtlWe would speatbc.rd the odhjSatHTO ar 
■.ixitoi Japau,,-','. ■ 

By. l .?0t>:,on (he Utl), dll inert hdd bS’Sft tcealled 
from rest camps d’hose who cou)dnh;^et ha^ 
passes ifi time m ftjake the planes w 10 
by boat With the reai echelon. 'Oie movement was 
a miracle of hutded packm.g, loading, arid pj atm 
Nf>t iinttf the planes appeared over Lipat; 
did 3 Utut know whether it ftouid h>ad in C-46s or 
B-P.4S Only by remaining alertecf m anthAteasTii^.|ih 
trueb {burrowed from um'tsi ii(l'oVs.r 
ing by t.o ttarispcirt tnem and cqinpmcnt. fo the .a 
fteld. was the rnovemerU suaessfid Speed was the 
re itpewtioi), but cafe had;.® hg 
i avith; .complete 


The nie-te tact that the japs, were getting reaay to 
sutfettdef svas hcartenibg news to us. We had beer, 
malcmg plans to go .irato: Japan ja the fall on a full- 
scale myasioei with Sixdi Aritty. and had em'i,siyned 
a' long^, drawmout campaign while we fouglit every 
inch of the way across tlie hotTie islands ot japan 
W'e had been watching tor so long the Jap tactics of 
dying nuher than .simendering that we expeittd lu keynote of the cntir 
have to kill every one befou; the war w'as deebted taken to land in Jaj'an 
0V£t. beast of all did we jookicJr a formal peace. ment; 

Now' when we heard .that they wanted h:> surren- 
der: we were hopeful and quietly thankful. Our ccle- 
brations W'Cre grtve, and though bands were turned 
out in th« uuj't areas, and some snake dantes cveaved 
about, the ieshvities were orderly and w'di con- 
trolled. There was no feehng. ot gayety or hihinty; 
but rather a graJetui let-down feeling nf thanks that ■. ; 
at long last -if was over and clone. 

After a iew more days of iiitenf listening to radio ^ 
reports; We w'ere convinced that this was no Jap trick. • 

’a,.iicatt^’^'b^nbed, bu wed-out oatiun and p/;, .*•'•.'■ ■- ' y: i 
■ than peace. Wj- now heard . - V 

offidally timt'ouf Division had been sdtirted to is 


omciaiiy rnac ouf uivision twd been sclt'cred tospeat- 
head the victorious. .Allied occupatiem of Japan. The 
bOnot of the idectioo was grarefully 
feceived, .iFh'e. enoimous task q£ preparlfi/l'lbft d 
movement left no time for boasting. 

.We were riot prepared to move oat dt Tipa ias 
.as we did; however. We had expecteditn' 
least a ;4S-hoor advance warmog 'before ■ we -sh-irfed 
die move; We were vvTc'h OS3i) bn U August 
we Avere alefted to move but somet^^^^ m rhe torn re... 
But ai I30d:,rhe sanie .da)^a:diliv^'siorl■ reprcscnmtivc 
-at Axf foKclJeadquar'tett Fd.rt fylcKinlev was told 
that planes would start ■arrivmg' isdthi.n four hours 
at Lipa Airstrip to start the mbve to Okuweva— -tire 
first leg of ouf move m Japarh 'TTii.s was all 'the jd- 
vao.ee notice the Divisfori had, and the- .Tf^ was 
alerted to be on the sirip ready ifo load arid nioVe 
out four hours hepce. ’ - . . 


Arti;A. i« TO TJrt fi*ft l»po (</mp ithpoi ^rop zone 



Tredp* o? fh« |jfy.«?on :?oer<i( ujp tipo for \h»- )#g of ifrn frip to Japan by nU 

Ouf tiepiimue fields were deMC,r/ated ai Lipa Satp, 

NicKok, Nietsofl, iind C!.irk Airfields. The last tfiree 
we/e ;ind 7*i miles from our base earnp. dbe 

loadm^ plan Was as- follows- xvhenever space: be-, 
came available on Llpj Austrip -a ^-3 liakori officer, 

WQfkmg d.osely with a member of the G-;^ Air Sec- 
tionj 0 ,f flic- S‘ith TrOOp-(,JOrlef Winjg fimder whose 
control <dl plantcs svere being operafed) cantarted 
Troop Garner Headquarters am] informed them of 
the number of planes needed and the time schedule 
to be followed; at thA other fitj A■^ representa 
fives of the 54rh Tfoop-Carrief Wing maifttaioed 
constant liaison \vlth , the GbikiOn Air and 

informed them ot the, hiirfibef ftnd typ^^ 
available at Njchols. jdielsoh/and Tire 

Division Air Officers then computed loads to fit the 
aysiijahle pbiies and th.csc' toads were dispatched by 
the Manila namnv-gauget railroad and motor from 
the ba.se camp direct to the far-flung frelds. Thfire 
the Division liaison olficers and unit representatives 
directed the loading of the planes. At first there 
Wibe more planes available than we could load, but 
by the. IJth we ;Kmght up svith and passed the Air 
Corps efiorf Sad consequentU' .Siime units Irad a short 
vvait before planes arrived- 

No one parricula.rly minded cither the wait or thc 
fush which isUtTrrately prevailed rhroiighout the area. 

W'tt hjtd licen, given tfie mission we wanted— first 
division into japan. Naturally, :it w'as uncoiTirortable 
and inconvenient moving out in such haste. Kitchens 
had to be taken down, and we W'C-re forced to ea? 
lO-in-lS- Gs or Ks-fur a while. Tents tame down 
and we had to sleep on the gcounJ near the tnicJ-s 
which were to t.rke us to our departure strip. Latrines 


.were dosed and we had to use slit trenches. Smee 
vve were alerted wc were- restriircd to our uni! areas, 
but die wait for the call to the airstrip was shortv 
We were well aware that we would make all the 
headlines back home, and we shrugged ofl' all of the 
ineonvenience. Not all ot us made the trip succe,vg- 
fudly. It setatied doubly trdgic that men should have 
fought throughout the bloody war and lived, only 
to be killed on this last leg. deprived of the glory' 
of victory- Tlie first accident occurred at Ltpa Strip 
on Sunday, 12 August ip45. "We svere ysing B-2ts 
to transport persen/Hflv and rhe first Welve took off 
aiiccessfully with twenty aieu .thoard each plane. The 
thirteenth, however, never gained sufficient flying 
speed to take off, /ind raced crayly across the road 
at tire weaf end of the strip tii bounce off an c-mbank- 
ment. urid, crash in. flames in the field on the pths?/ 
side; .Ii!li;?ven men from the ‘jllfh died in the '.‘.'reck 
There would have been mure had if not been for 
the heroic wmk of Lieurenanf Headly G Ryan who 
v/a*! in' the plane when it crashed. The B-24 was 
burfiTog furiously, and ammunirion belts earned for 
the plane's gum,, m case the Jap iritentions were not 
honorable, began to explode. Though injured him- 
self, XivuteDsnt Ryan t.arned one man out witli him 
and then returned to the plane-twite more: to drag 
injufed men to safety through the; tbariog inferno of 
the plane He was awarded ihe;SofdkTk M^daTfbf 
Ins hefoi.sft) 

'fhe setotid crasli occurred at Laoag, Luzpig when 
a G-T? crashed on take iiff after, landing to refuel. 
The thud Slid mo.sr disa.stroiis.gccidehr wss at Niba 
Stnr on Gk-jiwwa. There, a C-46 carryiog IteacT 
quarters and He.idrjuarters Giimpany” personnel plus 
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p;jrt «jf 4ftathe/J .detsi'bn'f^ issued canned fnodi' of aU kuid-ii,, 

crashed cw'' its third unsiicpessfhf aftecnpt; :.t<r iand^ ruj^ged. If there ever svere any 

At the time the plane attempted hv’cdme in, japiuiese decenr camp sites on the island they *er« all taken 
siiidde- planes 'Vet^ .^t racking the,havaf t'OtKenf ration ami CKVUpied by the ttme we got tbere. We set xip 
in the haubai and ail hclds sVerc blacked out. U was are,i.$ for the nmst part on the sides of hills so that 
early ctentng, quite dark, and tl»e pilot on his third when ram lashed the island. 0 s it often did, soiall 
attempt nusjiidged the errd of the field. In trying to rivers- beat a prith through ow .sacks.. Strong, hot 
pull tfp over tlie ships nt the bay at the end 06 fhe winds sprah^: up and the puptents blossomed put like 
strip, he fell off on one wing and rra.died on the parachutes and took off Okinawa, that romb-studded 
bc,uh. All ihirtV'-one of {be men aboard svete billed- land of bil la and sand, was nor for us. We yearned 
By. August; in four days' time, the entire Divi- to get Out of there wdth the lca.st j.iossilile del-jy. We 
sioti Irad closed at Okinawa, Wc had used.hn Ji-2-1s, knew tiierc was .some gmd ceasim for the. delay but 
351 C'fbs, and, 15t O all under .ecmtml of the we of the Little Picture group c0utd not: cisiife see 
54th Tfdbp-Gaffier Wing Tdevea thousand one vvhy ax‘ bad nished sr? hurriedly' oirLoLI-Tpa only to 
hundred men and l.lfxLOOn pounds of equipment -have to wag impatiently an dcscdafc O)tjhasv», 
including tS’t) spec ial-puiqiose ;ficps (mdio, supply, While we -.vaifed there was much to-be done Flans 
coinmaud) were nioved. fOr the air movement to Jap,an were 

Behind cm Luaon, Robeit Comae ume again ..Ah force Headquarters could ret] jxs huw uunv of 
herded ins rear echelon r.rgether, to-rcled them up what type planes ■would be available, A. separate 
on LSTs and pudied off across the brinv deep for "plan had to be m.tJe hy tlie C 5 office for each see 
Okinawa and Japan. The mm crncnt have been of circuni.st.rnecs, A plan jiad to be made utilvinc'. 
quicker but cnongti piance were out. .iv a liable' at fird, B-2ds .is personnel CMifiers. and C l6s and Osds as 
and units which haifbeen ceaJy to move wcie forced bv>th prersonne! and c.jrgo planes. There vi:is a plan 
tO; watt wbile pkmes w^ere servued, uverhaufed, aovl using only OMs .Anmher plan enVfs.igcd a para- 
sent.li'i the departure strips to iTidkt a second trip. chute drop of a luftaliou on a park in Tokyo We 
Oktjiav'a, our Jimne fur the next Ortecn days, i.s did not kuosv how niatty pl,mes Atsiigi (ouf target 
not: the garden spot of anywhere The sveathec is airdrome outside of Yoknh.ima) <oukf handle pci 
4 nmxUite of New Guinea and f eyte, blinding hot, hour si> we made up phins bised on 12-aird 16-plane 
one day and soaking wfMbc next Wc came to Okt- ’icmdiugfS pet hc'Ur, Perhaps Atsugi could be fixed 
nuwa prepared for a siiorf sl.<iy„ one week at the most.' ’ wp for night, landings. This reqiiiVed another phl« 
We had. rhecefure, only puprentx ra five iri. .and the since we could get roarc planes pier day in if it were 
brtchens and all I'lon? ut equipmemt not cs-semial for true, iiy the ftme fn.ir two weeks were up oti Qki- 
combaf sverc inovuig aphy^atei Om food too- imns hsd sobfnftteJ to Division (whes had 

sisted of lO-in Is. C. or K latmns, cooked on tfid,i- in mrii subniiucd iheni to 5-hh Tf<yip--C^rti€.f Wing, 
vidual squad cCx'sknrs, fvtm the iff in- Is. highly Ufuder wliose contrcvl tlie operation w-as beirig planned 



OKINAWA TO JAPAN 


the air lift tft _japan, plans were detailed dftV.Ti 

Ufdl^' other than those out DiJision and repre . 

wedg&i into our schecinle. thtn^vjtrg out tttnerable. 

Of CQurst\ we did aome. training on Okinawa. We 

The ^2‘ii proved umuccessfni/ partly becaase thev - , . , ^ «.. ■ 1 < .. . « ai i.. . 

c€wd not ^lo^^ down to a safe ]ump>ng -spetd and 

iTjpstly b^aiise rtf the sniatl door and crainped (0- prepiued to fight. Anything else would have been 
terior which perfiittted only ,wa or three mar to get foolish'. WV' .treasured' the great responsibility fcnat 
out on eaclt pass over a reasonable drop zone. ' ' ^iiNas ours in escorting Gerteral MacArthut and we 

We anfidpated using B-24s for asr-Ianding st> wc weft dttern'unfd that this responsibility would pu;vt 
practiced Joadipg them vzith men and -some small placed if any .tricks were attempted by the japs 

items of equipment, radios, machine guns, and the At higher Xc^dS of command negotiations 'were 
like. Bomb bays were fitted up to hold passcogecs. mknig place which afleded us slightly. The faf 
but unnecessarily, since we rjid not use B-24s at all delegates had already been, Orders to Manila and 
(■SIS the la's! leg. ' . after stalling The 

We learned liow to load and unltrad C'^Os with delegates S^'ere ordered to hitve AtsUgi ready for uS 
.fork lifts- Speed was essential in unloading because including tom hundred trucks and I’ttc iHindred 
the ptanes had to ger off Atsugi as riljudly as possible, sedans on the field I'lnal plans were made far the 
so that fallow'iiig. planes could biiJv We built break • j.ieacc ireaH' signing in Tokyo Ray aboard the. IJ^ 
down ramps to use at Arsugi m unloading the C5.ds . Finatjy: orders caxfwi.i^bsiail'A 

in case the Japs liad none and the .-\ir Corp.v did' nels to Division and Oh 24 August Out plans wete 
Bc?it bring m tbeii own. We learned tliat ,t C cryst.dliacd in Field Order No. ;il4V Headquarter* 
like- any ’Other plane we had 'vorktd with, has to 1 1 tb Aitbome DivisuKi -■ * - 

be loaded quite e/iacrly t.OOO pounds a> the nose. Paragraph stated: 
and 8,000 pounds m the ojam fuselage, spread out 

evenly. The load nose was essential because of the . .iltb AtrbO'tne Divi.sion' (Major rjtJie,faj f, M. Swing, 
tficycie Jaoditig gear of Ihe C.Vl. and its delicate XhS-A^, .Comrnandmg) with • . 

balance " ' airborne mcvefiK-m on Atsugi Atf.irotrn 

. , , and immediatdy seize .and secure tire field for additional 

There were many ofientation lectures on the Japa.' airborne uperatlons. 

nese people, the .jap islands^ and the customs. of the (2) Evia j!1, Japanese Vroui the are.i sui raunding, Ifcc 
natives. We were svarneej chat it »vas not kiiow'ii ■u>‘ficld to a dutauce ol ihtcc miles and secure the aitfteid. 

exactly ’ what to expect m Japan because there svas a . ' X^um»d. st^ud^ fot 
possjbihty, however remote, that the svdy japs wttt suhordiriAte units 4 directed. - : 

piapniag a huge trap and ivoiild sprang it as .soiui (-*) '.O^^y-f^difjifial aiba^sif 'ts-atuatibij ;»o'indadi!>-'.ilft 

as «*«■ got a large fpfee landed. We therefore- went ot XOkbhania. ' ; \ • I , 

comhat'loaded. We told Uut tine j^ip Army m 

Japan would greatlf oumuinbcr otn; Own artd that Z ii^: 2» August 

We were taking a diaiice going in. We ehtexed japan it) be announced. 



AUagr/ AirfiM ToJctffeomo Inw t6» twrniiw^ of K>ttr i6n& ^IgHl fr&m Lipa. 7h» hndfi\f o4 ih*' Xhhorn^ O»yuio« on 30 Awffwjf 

79,45 morJlrsd df ill* occu|Mf/on of Jo|:^r: . ‘ 


Meai^^'hile guard had been formed in craft available, the payload of the plane, how many 

the Divisipo With ;e^ch infantry regiment furnishing we were to be furhished on each day, and from wbal, 

airfields on Okinawa vve would depart. Not uritiF, 
in the last moment before the lift began, however 'was 
the responsihility 'for -Unloadtog 
mioed- The Air Corps dPrsded fifiat 
acttounfable. We therefore threw away the portable 
The raropvwe had coristcucted. 

We also furnished , a the 27th infantry. 

Division to help prepare that unit for its asi mode 
to Japan. The 27th was scheduled to follow right 
behind us^ but the task of ftaining thein was difficult. 
To prepare a unit which had never air-moved so that 
Arthur hovr to conduct themselves,, and the p'phoons it could load and lash its eqiwpmmt called for a 
had blown themselves far enough oft our rt?urse to great deal of work on our part and iiftensive train- 
Japfin to perrmt us to proceed with reasoiublc safety., ingoh tlwirs. But to the grOat credit of l)oth insltut- 
Atter prolonged and agonizing conferences with Air tors and ^stude^ts, tlie 27th Division completed: its 
Corps reprcsenwives. our Division Staff officefs had move wjtliout ndshap or delay. 
hnaHy, the type air- By 25 August there was on Okinawa the gr^test 

^ fleet of CATs ever assembled at one spot at one time. 

motored traf5sp.‘rts seeirted'h) stretch indlesslp ip alj 
dtrettiisns. The planes carne from ATC; lines A}! dyer 
'‘'i ''' world to take part in tht’ air invasion of Japan.; 
'* pn 2S August an ad vaiwe detail of officers 


Ofie platoDR r had to be oyer 5 feet 11 

inches to qualify. Captam Castet, 187th, was put 
commafid i>f the Company. The company was in turn 
attached to the 3d Battalion. 1 88th, Commanded by 
Major Torn Meseteau, t? feet >, 22lli-pouri 
Ametican football tatkh: ftom West Point 
honor gt?.atdgothpany was to act as a personal guard 
for GeheraJ Mac Arthur when he landed and at hns 
headquarters te Tokyo. 

By 28 Avgust ail details for the mwe had been, 
settled, the Japs had been told by General Mac- 


jtoodrtyg f<rfre<i5 jhe hour cofrtportfnaff*. ar-iJ 05-^ bjsi.Otihdwo 
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ijcdJetl to u^, Only far'botb targo and per- 

sonne! at the tatc oi’hiictv ’pJan<-« pet linur- for 
eleven hogfs pgr day, Vbe timetable o^e attually used 
was precise. Planes would take oli every three min- 
ufes fc>r the first torty-two minutes in each hour and 
lap 4 in the. .same- order, flymg to Atsugi s.tti-giy, 
not fo: formation. The last eighteen minutes of each 
hour were used ior takeoHs at Atsugi of the planev 
yvbfoh had larided dhrm preceding hour. Ini- 
tially^ no night takeoffs or tandmgs at AtsUgr were 
planned, jap lighting and control devices were not 
adequate -and we had tin time to insfall Our own. 

At 010 l> oh the hiornurrg of 3 U Augu.st,- after a 
delay of two days because of typhoons, we.sfatted 
on our last leg of one of the largest^ longest atr- 
landed movements of rroops ever executed. Jn the 
first plane rode GeisersI Swing, Colonel Williams, 
the Chief of Stafi,. and the G- 1 . G-i, G-A, and G-d, 
The plane landed at 0 $ 00 j and the formal occupation 
was under way. 


fiVeh»iJ»#iri9#r jpr«t} horns d fhw po<nf& 
■ iprth af AfnJQf 


Our Diyisiofi Com was the first man out 

of the plfide. He was greeted by a Jap delegation: 
of army officers headed by a lieutenant general. There 
was much, bowing, scraping and showfeg of Jap 
teeth, but Geftetai S^^ was coldly rniiitary. Tower-, 

ihgi handsomely aloiost a foot over the beads of the 
Japs, he refused their extendetf hands and got down 
to business. He ordered the Nip officers first of all' 
to take off their Samurai swords; The Japs hesitattd, 
sayihg that their sabers were not arms but symbrils 
of their authority. Ckmeral Swing tbfe them .short. 
He said thab |fom now on he was the authority and 
to get d>o« Cake<shcers or whatever tl«y wete in 
a pile on any more delay; -The 

Japs bad ho further comment as they hastened to 

unbuckle tb«r T 

by 07 .=U), the first CP was established ill a hangar 
on Ihe east Side of die runway. There we raised the 
first flag of the United States' Army of oerp pation. 
it « ent up on a etude iron pipe flagstaff above the 
hangar, mutely symbolic of our victory, and of the 
hfCt that oiii occupation of the Jap home islands had 
begun. ’ ’ ' 

Troops continued t.o pour iri steadily; In the .sec- 
ond plane came '5lUb signal personnel and com-; 
ittunicalioh equipment capable of reachutg .back to 
Gkwawa, Then came General Piersorf, Assistant 
division Grwrmander and a skeleton staff to set up 
np«iaS)ns. Next arrived the Ironot; guard company 
and.& 3d Battalidn, iSSth, to which it was atracbed. 
The b^d landed to be on hand when Genera i fdaC- 
Arthur arrived. 


Atw^i Airfield woi the fir/f in Jat^an (llfJB p/iofaf 



Yokaharntf, hf ffaept fheH^H Atrbaraw pry/ffon 


G^nefat Eichelfeerger a/icl part o,£ bix stall lande<J 
at about 1200^' . 

At tb€ Suprentie AltieJ ConrifnanJt'r;i General 
of tbe Afuiy DtauglaS arrived in his C-^i4. 

aptly named H^faan. Our band played as be stepped 
out of bis p->b.nt\ In accordance with lus pfevious 
dijections jssued to the jap representatives at Alanili, 
there was a CP set up for turn iu Yokolanta. He 
was immedwtel’/ takeri there aftei tlie honor battal- 
ion had 6,cst /ccDfjnoitered and secured the route and 


CP hu tidings to insure that there was nOthirig amiss, 

The used jap toJ£ks%i^ buses h) 

move to yokohatnaii. :?dte Nips Md tUfh^^ out four 
htindredd-nicks and sedans but they jttust have pushed 
and rowed most of them to the strip. There were 
charroai burning sedans, steam- engine trucks. at*d 
eVeu a few odd vehicles propelled by gasoline. Tl»e 
as^mbly area for the vehicles at the west end of the 
strip looked like a junk yard so the lC S, 

At alxiut 1750 the Division CP moved into the 
Rising Sun Oil Compound in yokohama, ncif the 
racetrack Jap armed guards stationed along the road 
at first Itxiked suspicious to us But as the cGnvpy 
passed, ear b jap about-faced, indicating hfo position 
of disgrace, in defeat, . 

By die end of fbe first day 1^25 C-‘i4s had landed 
hriV/giirg in d-20Cr troops from the Division. The first 
elements brought nts 'vehicles or heavy ecjufpmetit as 
most of the plane.? cacoed coml»at pcrsiofmel only, 
liglftly equipped. Only by leaving' vebrUes beiiind 
cou,id General Swing land wlmt bt lOnsideied a 
satisfactory lighting strength and w'e were therefor* 
foKed to rely on Japanese vehicles during the fitsr 
phase of the occupation. 

What equipment was brought in was esscittial: 
tw'O iceps and one water iiader per regiment, a five- 
day supply of ifl-in- 1 cations, extra amiuunition. and 
.squad rolls. The t8?*rh landed first and brought in 
1,0% tnttj. Then came tlie 187th wtth C2^7 men 
The ‘SDtb next landed l,i<>v men Mixed m with 
our serials were GHQ personnel, Eighth Army rep- 
resentative-., Air Girps equipment and men. to lipec- 
ate Atsugj fitup. corr.espc?n4eiits and photographer^.'' 
Our Gvvn signal, trhcips and: engineers brv»tight 'iii 
skelefon tiew's. - -■'-'''"-t'--'- 




Th» firif US- flog rOfVed ovor .ibport offer ffre turr^ndtr, oi 
ITfh AdVliWroo 0iVfaion ereefee? tf on a 4np Kangtir aj 4»tlig;i 
Photo) 
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Chapter ij; Occupation of Japan 


B y the end of the first day of the landing, 30 
August 1945, the Division had landed 4,200 
troops, secured installations in Yokohama for 
General Headquarters, U. S. Army Forces, Pacific, 
and established contact with Fleet Landing Force 
(4th Marine Regimental Combat Team) at Yoko- 
hama Naval Base. The honor guard company had 
initially secured the Atsugi-Yokohama road and es- 
corted the Supreme Allied Commander, General 
MacArthur, to GHQ in Yokohama. 

The Division zone of responsibility in the Tokyo 
Bay Area was broken down into regimental areas and 
CPs were established. The 187th RCT CP stayed at 
Atsugi. The 511th set up its CP in Yokohama on 
Tokyo Bay and patrolled as far north as the Tama 
Gawa, the river separating Yokohama from Tokyo. 
The 188th RCT, with CP at Fujisawa, was respon- 
sible for the southern sector of the Division zone 
while the Fleet Landing Force, 4th Marine RCT, was 
responsible for the Yokosuka Naval Base area. 

Troops and equipment continued to land steadily. 
The shuttle system with guides had been set up at 
Atsugi and troops were dispatched to their units as 
rapidly as possible. Supply dumps were established 
by the quartermaster in hangars at the airstrip. The 
Japs were put to work unloading planes, driving their 
Rube Goldberg vehicles, and working in the Division 
supply depots on the field. 

The occupation of all of Japan was naturally not 
accomplished at one time. Rather it was an occupa- 
tion of Yokohama, then Tokyo, and finally a spread- 
ing out of troops in all directions from the metropoli- 
tan area. 

Probably our first impression on getting to the 
home islands was the lack of ferocity and belliger- 
ence in the natives. There were no incidents of revolt 
against the occupation forces. Rather the Japs, hav- 
ing done a complete about-face, were ready and 
seemingly eager to do everything they were told and 
exactly as we wanted. We were amazed to find that 
the government which had produced the cunning, 
wily, almost beast-like men we had fought, could, 
in a few short days, impress on its vast population 
the need for conducting itself as a beaten race. Un- 
doubtedly our extensive bombings had served to 
make known to the Japs at home that they were a 
defeated populace. But their country had not been 
invaded; the people were not aware of the complete 
extent of our victories on land, sea, and in the air; 
their towns and cities had not been overrun by a con- 


quering enemy. Nevertheless, it was apparent that 
the Japanese, from the highest officials in the land 
down to the lowest classes of workers and farmers, 
were prepared actually, and seemingly mentally, to 
do our bidding. All along our routes to Yokohama 
the people bowed and some even waved. It was 
convincing proof that the Japanese government had 
complete control of the actions and thoughts of its 
people. 

We stared in wonder at the devastation wrought 
by our bombers on Yokohama and Tokyo. We were 
amazed at the way the rubble had been cleared up, 
the fact that trolleys and trains were running, and 
the fact that business as usual went on. We saw that 
the heart had been burned out of Yokohama by our 
incendiary bomb raids but we also saw that the Japs 
had built vast hut settlements from rusted, charred 
tin and crumbled building blocks. Their railroads 
had been pounded again and again but their trains 
were running on a schedule of sorts. Smiles on the 
faces of the people were few, and they were defi- 
nitely not a happy-looking race. Their clothing was 
old and worn, and none of them was fat. The Japa- 
nese air of stoic complacency was our first impression 
as we watched them in their home environment. 
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:rnost part the men wore ba^y gnny-h'pe trousers and 
:|ackets/ ' ■ •" ; ' ;': 

The relatively: baslcliftgs vi^Hich 

Stahtimg :■ in Y okohama and I’oky p ffic&ilf ipf 

Wp$.{€fn style, built at stpne indjsteei like build- 
ings one; yfould' iTnited.- 

States. But the hwtti&s and: 

distfJ'CtS; svew ,ty|jicsil|;:faf^^^ '*P^P- 

covered' with; Slid; father thaft' 

openedjtparbtlahsi.^ietei'^aper^^^^^^ 
furtiiture vvas low tcG.^ccoinm0d4^ the -Japs W'ho 
usually squatted on the’ftocrr, snd the building^: 
themsdlves wfcre usuaLly toh^.fudttd kin- 

dlifig Avopcl. The StSflditd of HVmg;Gf the brdinar)? 
jap seeined ektritfit'dihatilp tow lb ui; aitd we could 
hardly ;:bslieye that, a race; of dviliged pcbple aotild 
;sihk;' inta : quite such ;;gcn’ferhl' 

■■ Geijttsl ■ ;'MiicArfhur*s-;:.chhctq^ oar. ' ;reasait.; 

tor bei.ng frr|apan,i;thetos.sito^d^^^ 
patimiv ■&egatiita'>erystu!i® h 
watchedi the; Japanese peppie^ In all phases;;cd' tbetf- 
ejcrstebce, thh toroplefelp dorhib^ted bp 

tliedto;!';; The::g^ ,%;as;dfctat0rtaf,,to-'h^^ 

extent; that it; atteRipted to eantroi ihe yery thoughts 
of . the pebple thnougb its Keinpetoi Torce^ 
"thought’! police. The txtmUuJn. pesipie no voice 
whatsoever in thdr goveriwetlt. Shintoito,,^^t^ state 
religion, .was ' thmst hpon feyeiryorte whether they 
wanted it or: not,.; piwVcT- 
ful families controlled all phases of production and 
disttibution. \ 

The people; w.ere so completely subdued, that it; 
took a period of days, for them to absorb tire; htctS 
of sutfRnder.i In outlyhig districts spine Japs, Wbert 
they^,heaf4'.of the surfetfidvr,; believed, that tbe;g 0 y.erh.<i' 
rnent wgs |iuttpg^;p^^ that they 

bad not really lost tpe war, but that tlic government 
was fust Ictftng them -down easily after ail their haird- 
;We stared ^yith aw-c at some uf the customs of ships before victory was announced., fo^mtsiete d.omh 
otir;jite' enemy. Thu svomen st-aneJ to be the woik nanoii w'as evident whetcver we turned, 
hor.ses in Japm. They carncti everything ffnm i,Iitl- Supteme Headquarters under General MacAnhur 
d ten tied on their hacks by a <.omplhatcd arrange- issued the iieccwsary'* edicts to, biing about gradually 

ment of straps, to lo.ids o{ w-i>od gjtljm'd ftom rhe Hie changes desired. Hewas advised by capble men, 

charred plU;s; which ;bu^ buildings We saw both dvBLni ;tnd rnilitary. He had a definite. pJrin^ 
sonie yvho; looked exaCTly like the American s'ersion one in which there W'ere no sw^ceping,; abtupr 
of Jap women, complete with ccilarfid kimi!nc/.s, o/ch,. changes, hut rather prig ; in wdiich the shifts; wpie 
/wr/.i, wooden sandals, huge piled up haitdos. .and gnidual and .small, -fo tmnute that they hardly setmud 
bright parasols, but most of them svere dre.ssed m taclical. But lus plan was built of one dumge sftei' 

their W'itr-time garb qf paitfaioori-hke iljcks. Occss- .aitorhc-. As soon as the japs had acrepfed and di- 

ionally we- saw male japs -in 'k hut for tiic gested one ulteratiou, be w'l'cild issue anotb.eri: add 




Mi«cAr#-ftUf -doifn ,<fom Bataon onfo 




OCeyPATIOIsT OF JAPAN: 


tbe pec>ple ijf Japan -A'cre slpwly led a^loog the patti. 
yf TDemacc.u'v- 

The Utii AuK>j:ne was pstri Kii this scheme. Otir 
urtits were iStfttbfled irt key Jncahtfes and, along with 
the ffist of the Fotce& ejt <Xcupat4Gn, covered all of 
Japan: It was owr task to see that Ifscal governiYients 
tarried, our the orders from Supreme HeadquartersS, 
On 1 1 September we were relieved of out xonc of 
riesponsibihfv tn the Tokyo Bay area hy the AmmcaL 
Division, >and on the IStb we began a motor and rail 
movement to preVHjusty assigned sectors in northern 
Honshu, Dtviston Head<juaftefX i.3:7th Engineers, 
^OStft Quarrernvaster, 71 tth Ordhaiice, '>1lth Signal, 
I21st Medical, Parachute Maintenance, and the 
lS7th CPs were initiaJly set up at Sendai. The 511th 
Was at Mofjoka: the and l52d at Ajetta; the 
;472d af'Yamagata; thcti74tb at Jimmachi; the 675th 

•at Yohexiwa. , 

- The’ rati movement was u remarkable e.vpeiiente. 
IXe Japs were ordered frvbave certain trair^s at cer- 
tain stahons on a very dehmte time schedule and to 
Our great surprise, they wer* exactly on time. The 
trains were fac fmm being loxufkius Stateside tobs. 
the cars wet< old, and resembied the pictin'es of the 
aO-and-Fs SVC had 5cen from World Wat 1 . 8v 17 
September all: units had closed in their new <ire.asv 
The japaijcse Army Arsenal at Sendai housed the 
lF7th and Di:v]sjQn Headquarters, and, with irnprove- 
mefits, biXaine comfetrtalily livlble Streets were 


Foi'ina^ »i,^,ing af f/jt* dogom«nJ ofeo<jrt#..Tff® liSS Mtssouri 

. <ft; iTokxo - 


deanc-d, gra^S plaated, buildings remodeled and 

■ippitced,.''- ■ 

Oi«. biggest mm\ed?ate problem in ah units was 
housekeeping — making tin- battacks, offices, and 
ureas livaiiie The budJmgs we hjok Over a{ first had 
houseil Jap Anny oc Mavy truops and woe not up 
to our standttfds. Heating and plumbing miprove- 
ments were major tasks, fo soole bondings, notably 
in Cafpp Schimnselpfenhig Hh'’ Japanese Army 
Arsojal Isousing Div'Ston Headquarters and iS7tb) 
steatn heating units were repaired ?'4ut in almost 
every othet area small fifai' styves, Arnq' styled -spiice 
heaters, supphed the only heat. 

Japantyste plumbing is primitive. Sew'age is hoarded 
in reservoirs iitul I'ofleued hy carts to be rlifown as 
fertiliser on the tmrwofked land »iF the japs,^ 
the chrfe and the coilettisrs were dubbed ’‘honey 
carts" by expressiw soldiers and the name has nfuck. 
The record sbow S that of al! the. traffit ac£.idefit.s, no 
goverpiBcrifc driver has ever hit a honey csri 
, Dirfmghout the fall mtmths of 5'cptCJ.ftber, Octo- 
ber;, and Movt-rnberv the Division sj'CfU mote time; 
on housing and patrollmgThitri on anything else. 
Out of the cphfu-sioir df moving and serflmgin 


new 

areas among a straiige people, » dehnife program 
began to be evolved. As usual the Divisirjit. 
spirts and recreation had a high priority' m our plans 
of occupatioo. 


Comp lo»pef of 5*>idof, noiAotJ /or Mojo/ io«p«f> 9^fh Gfff, ieitM 
on I'o-zon Cpmpi £o«p«r mos homo <0/ r/ra for 3 ftifr 

mon(h< .o<r 4 >poh'on b»gan. 





A pattol ditching Jap eairti ptnf Sinthi' 

The tnain (Tietcft- for spKJfts in the Sefidai area was fe. s^tmmingv the Ari^ds, no^ domiing water 
the l3th Airhorne CoUsetifn. Tt was fprmerty a Jap v'ings, made more pcrints in the Japan-Korea play- 
auditorium ao4 SO large that there is ample space fhar* all other teams corr>bmed.- When we won 
'fot fopr hasitethall cotifts, a theater seating 2.5<,K), the ftnals in the homing iotimafriffit of the Olympics, 
and a hbxMg ting to almost 4,000 men. ■ at Sendai, Stan and Slffpef came through with a 

The coliseum is becoming the center for aimt'st every headline which charactenaed the Divisrurr’s athletic 
concdYable "sport and tecfeaoort.- It has six bowling abdity "HoHum, it's the Angels Apam," was the 
aUeys, iiripdfted from rhe States. It has a poolroom grudgingly laudatory banner, 
containing part of one hundred t-ibles bfiught by the In otlier events we d»d not tjuite keep irp the pace 
Division from the Btunswkk-Baike-Ojllender Cora- of the forttbsli, boxing, and swimming teams. In 
pany in'the -U $. wdlh money which svas collected liaseball finished second and io basketbaJJ tame 
ill New Guinea to firiaace the purchase of beer, in third. However, in a ten-ream luyitatiohal tourna- 
rbipugfaout combat, are s snack bar, hbraty. meqt held iatw at Sendai, our basketball team copped 
and Red Cross buildings A beer bat, training fdoinj : ail hoitprs and won the competition. The Handball 
and Special Serwire p®ces complete the athletic plant. Olympics vyas not on a team basis but we .had more 
For ou.tdCKir. sports one has only to step outside the mtto op theiearn which won the fnals . than anyone 
coliseum to fiddcA swimming pool., 50 by 25 meters, else. While We did not place in the track Olympics 
twelve tetinhf courts, uud a softball field.' 'we came back later jn the spring of 3946 and won 

In the fall of 1945 an Olympiad was held in the dhfi . Eighth Airriy Chanipiooship. 

Japan-^Kotea 3Tfa for all types of sports. At ®rst^ W otu "big" teams were taking top honors 
there was a point 53'steni to deterrninethe unit chamr ' tbere was much inter-unit cotnpetitioir within the 
pion. HDW'eve'c this plan was not carried through, Division itself. llAsketbalt, softball, baseball, foot - 
in the mijjctt s'ports^^ teams made an iro- .ball and boxing formed the most te! axing part of off 

pressive showing. Football veas the highlight. The duty hours. 

team, coached by Lieutenant Eugene Bruce of 1st The Infortnation and Educ.itJori program, started 
BattaKim. ISSth. w«fm die Japan “Korea chsxnpion- .in Tate Septernber, gamed tremefuious momenlum 
ships.’ Not, satisfied with that, however, they took oil throughout the fall and mntts months. Each ohit 
the: .Haw'jiibn All Stars m Mciji .Stvtdmm m Tokyo had its own schools and tourse.s, Phenogt-Aphy wris- 
and heat them 18 0, thcr«"hy gaining the All-Piidfic the fyost popular <ourse and Japanese e<iifipiTi{fat 
Championship. The Haw-ailan All-St,u-s had previ- and excess GI items made individual experimentaj 
ously wori the Champiohship in tIto /t^st of the Pacific instruction feasible. Japanese svas a popular course 
area, ' for obvious rc-a.sons — nknn' nf instmetors to. teach 





Top? **^q* fusf on» of^ tb« rriany r&enations a^aihhlti to Ofvr*ion ft^oopr /n Japan. B*iow? T^e D«v;;»ion Bopcf play$ for fha hofs9 rac9s 
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Th 0 tUh Airibotne 0/Wi;oftVf9ofbaf/ fwarh of |9;45— 

and plent)' of subjt'd^ nn wluch to test results, Cofr ckntjs at tbest'hotil. Tims it became a plant corajpiete 
respcindeQce courses in matb. econotntcs arsd 3s"iati(,)Et with bousm^, feeding, and recreational faalities fQr 
Subjects -Jidrafted a ^rest deal of attention'. About the students and instructor cadre. ; 
ten per cent of the Division tonic advantage of the from March throujirb ic»46, 5,576 jnen were 
I^'E program through correspondence courses ot graduated from the .school, approximateif seventy- 
group discussions. bve per cent of those who had started There had 

In conlimcbOii with IjScE. the DiviStfifi published been twenty-fA-o classes of two wedcs’ daradem and 
Its combat daily nirsvs bulfeifit, Sfanc Lins^ All it'er tt?,066 jumps' made with injuries ot less than 
units had irtdivtdual papers. Tivo Armed Farces one per cent. 

Radio stations; svere establwhed— WhKF at Sendai, lu October of 19-15 there was also started a flying 
and \>i^LKD at Sapfviro, wdien we later moved to school w the Division, It WA» located outside of 
iricludt- Hokkaido in our rOne of resjx-msibjhty The Sendai at s foony jap Air Corps tj-amuig held. We 
.stations ted, cpntinutHis puigtama <>f recorded tnusk, planes .ind onr own liaison pilots as. 

local neiis'S, skits, and rebroadcasts of important state instructors. The course lasted for siic weeks and at 

side prbgMins and events, and the annoutuei-nent tte studeet pilot ted received 

' WljKD, ihe Voiie of the T tth Airborne, servnig all fifteen houisof dual and iitteei? hours ol ylo insfruc- 
trOopS On Hakkaida'" will long ring In our ears. Although the graduaic Jidyof receive 4 pilot s 

Throughout tlie entire peond after combat the toward 

persrmne] ofiilte D.VO changed almuSt nvmthlv ^ »fte and 75 
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riiB All-fofific cfiatrpi in rjtUfW 
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GMtral Swing tntpacfs >h« fioner guord from th» IS7ih (pfootry upon 
(ij«r grritrui fn Sopparo 

inUsied 'tneR from the only jjy-; Army tbah aay other division tn the japs- 

mg sc}t0ol;Of tti Japan. > / : nose Zone ot Occupation, and attainsd its xecrmting 

NaturaUy tlVe readpstraent program (oOk from guota &st in the heater 
tbeiahks of the. Angels all the noh-volanteer combat ^Morale m threatened to waver during 

rnen. But the Djvi.> 40 n had niote re^rflistmenfs in the late Januarptifitil late March, wlsen few letters drib- 

’ hied thfOU|h the ATC chapneis, tdpple^ 
manp highly trained key pmonneh .:;’^^^ 
was alleviated when commercial lifle;s h^ 

4' the mat] over^as.-. ' . ^ : ' 

SMyM Evfi^’thmg^dtac. could be^’ done"hy I'he CJivision to.; 

keep mOratlphigh an dofthV ^Extensive 

|uBb| sports programs and more 

H|BK quate facilities are ayailabje,:,';,Mqvi,es- are.'A^ 

|j||||[K tioies a week. ' Rest hotels are operated areas 
vv tth mphasfs - an: fphd and- ileisure, in some pf 
hotels mealpare served ;hy-- bed.:’ ,fiih,,by; 

fhe Divisiprtylhping:-^ ro0n.discppQvid,i^, skfs.:“ 
E9« bootSs tqhdggsnki. skr;^A>iy5hdwslw.fe,^ 

hotel aecorafhhdatiohs.' Quotas are sent , regularly tQ 
HHR the famous Japmieip .resrpts Aouth^ ,0 

-F u jisah , ;Coc:a-Cp1.a.pla'flts wi^-e 'hh,ilt.: ;& :Senda^^^^^ 
.Sappotof'.and' by 

w-as available .in Ml; ;-Eath.';xha,fi; was' .issued a 
Japanese'tnade footlockei' to <ise ihstpad io£ the in* 


Cv*n IH* sanetoU jump. Gnnieat Soulu'f nxpntiion tnms to atk, 
’'SuH *h<t it going to wo/k^ ah'>^ 


Th», Cn/i»fetrf . MeiiV Ciiifc in Sapporo xeryad fh* troops of d#i». 
Airhorno sfaifonod fhar*^ . 
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sent ("(Ut, a platoon ttrMisawa; A. Cofppany^^^s^^^ 

At Hariamalionsen; and C Compam- took over Alo- 
fioka. The 457th made Hirusaki its headquarters, 
and the 1 l^d AA sent A and R Patieties to Yokote 
and Akita, respectively. 

In February with the ina«.t!vationnf the 77th 
Division, the 11th Airborne ^{ven the cmKc 
islaiid of Hokkaido to occupy. Again ihete was a 
inovtng out and changing of posts by vanuua uarts 
of the Division. The-lSTth set up m the old Jup 
Army ha i tacks oiitsid& fbeonbambed cjty of Sapporo^ 
Hokkaido. Anttfajik Ccrtripany, M 1st Bat- 

tidiaii, Ikyth, went to Hakodate;’^ 2d Battalion 
and tegimerital headcjuartefs reiiiaindd iA Sapixtro; 
the 3d BsttaliQin inoyed to Asahigawa; a.nd the d7,5(:h 
wgnt-up to MufOran. On Honshu, R Iktiery, 472cl 
f A, mrA'ed ftpin Sakate to Yamagata; Zd Rattal'ioni 
I^Ethh Iffipi Tagajo Naval Arsenal to Sendai; 
Ccifnpan'f: lAsth. itom I'ugajo Naval Arsenal to 
FunaokaVandTCornpitny, 5Htb, from Hadiinobe to 
Misawa;., ■' . . 

In March Ly 4 (f niore ttooh rhfiveinents were made 
With an eye toward, facilitating control. F Corripany', 
ISftth. w'ent' frQjti (Arnp S.bimme!pfennrg, Sendai, 
to. Fooy-Oka; C< jGAntipany.. I 88 th, Horn Funaaka to 
Gmtp Loeper, Setrdai: C Battery. I 52 d, from Akita 
to Odatc. B Company, lZ 7 th .Engineers, from Camp 
Loepec to t^tnp Sc'hirnmelpfenmg; C. <'.c>mpany, 
iStth Hiigineers, ftom Camp Schiinrndpfenntg to 
Hachinohej Diviston Ht-adquarters and the suppiirt- 
ing dements fiom Camp Schimradpfennig to .Sap- 


Sjr c^uiclf IhiHktnQ vitd a tumpiiittr fa*' 

Safa-iffrf 0 N^ii7comb cpf . » /e/^oW- pttr^irKiap's.i T/H 

J. Welch. Mctkittg a fwm^ of lomtfr FitW, frew S'ancfoc 
Welch hod a cfoitbi# joV bit pn^dfeo^enf o# 

he locked up over hu SfiouWw i/ipped oy^r ♦© 

Welch; Newcomb gtchbe^ tvspemi^ Jhek bui ihey 

his hah<fs ‘ pnd W©fc^'« Newcomb 

then wt'Ctpped Welch's Jinet and cOfiHfpf] atct/rrd Jth Ifiif* ernci 
: fpgeihef they IbMed safety, the pAo»o ff»»m /u*» 

. teochad thei iJfomnd , : ■ . 


Varrablc barracks bag, and train accomtnodafkms 
were tmpmved. Sieeping cars iiruj diners w'ere added 
to the uaih,? piaking tfie long runs ftoin Tokyo to 
Sendai and points north. 

When the Divt5jor> hrsl arrived at -Sendat it.s’^one 
of resjXJnsibiliry w'as .felarivdy limited. Howt'^'cr., 
w.itb the iJULtivation of many of the imtiai fKcnpa- 
tibrt divisions, our area vi'an gradually exfc;mUvl uiui! 
wC covered aU of Honshu north of Stndaf and the 
entire csland of Hokkaido, lo jarmaxy the id h3t- 
raiion, 51 Uh, ipiaved to Aotnori; H f Company went 
to Orminito', 1 Company occupied Hachinohe and 


BfehelhetQfr 'fnspecii o IJB7th CfR Mews' ijjlf dComp Scb/n?r(n«f 
pfennig fp 





■ M*iniaf(o/ Oojf- «ifi»!»' w Sppp9fo 

|K)fo, which 4t this Ume vas testing under seven feet ewnps. Jap tacMnes ttirned out furniture for the 
of ' soow, its notmar winter supply; D Company, honies according to our desi|5is and nien whose 4 ^ 
511 th tnovedficen MiyakO to Mortoka; C Company, pendents were amVing purchased a family , 

51 Ith/from Morjoka to Miyakd; the Headcjuarters, albeit a ieep, 

and Headquarters Omipart)^ and Senrite Company, , 'With svhes and children 3rr}ving, |eeps itadily 
l27th Engmecssi from Camp hueper to CatTip Sthim- ayailable, PXs stocking up. clothing and sales 
melpfennsg; and 5d liwahon, i87th, from Asaht missiries coitfing into being, bow'ling alleys pperat- 
gawa to Rihoro. - mg, and enlisted mens dubs rcsemblihg might clubs 

During April 1^)46 some units moved again. The back home, one opinion seemed to be: ''With things 
675th frvsrn Marnan to Yonezawa in order to con- the way they' are in the States, why rush back?" There 
sohdate the division artillery in a snulkr area* the are, of ccurse. many answers .to that cpestion and 
I52d AA Eattubort filled iKe vacancy left by the they'd require another volume to set dow-n. but coti- 
675th at Mrftorani and 1 Company. iUth, moved chlH'ms were itopjowng in the land of the Nipponese 
from Mis^wa to'Hachmobe. arid men were thmkmg about staying a Httle longer 

The purpsasc of the many troop movements was to than th?}' had at first sntidpafed, 
group units as much as possible and to locaite them in the surrimer of 19d6^ working according to the 
near the area of their semi permanent catiips. The new War Department and old Division policy that 
plan for occupation m June 19d6 envisaged ttoop each airborne man would be both paratrooper and 
iocApons in only four hiaiji areas. Division Head- ghder-rider. fhe Division opened up an Airborne 
quarters, part of Spettaf Troops; drid fite 1S7th School at Va.rnofo Air Ship .Agatn. the strip was a 
would be at Sappji-o; eht 5ll th at Hachinohe, Divi former jap Air Carps b.ase but we renamed it CarolHS 
sion Artillery ac fiminadbi; arid the 188th and the Field in honor of Cdrporal Charles H Carolus w^o 
tenKpnder i/f Special 1‘toups at Sendai'. At f best four was killed m the glider training crash rn Mamis Bay 
locattons would bs built camps similat. to the semi' on 7,2 July iVD The Airbocne- School handles one 
permarrent tampc in the States (not like, our. favorite battulion at a time far a course, o'f two weeks dura^ 
Camp Mackall, bur more like Grmp ,PAlk) All llpn '■ Since rnt'St men m -the DiVisiun are now pata- 
Ddlities would be located 'm the pi^st. as m any . hoopers, each batiahcW makes a imss pimp at the 
normal Stateside setup. , -AvhQOl fnlfowed by a ground problem 'fhetwo-wcek 

In the summer uf 19d6 wives and children of rnah fveriod is .spent m loading and iashmg gliders, in 
■ jDterdsted in staying in japan tor d year nr more parhitnder and jtxmjirnastec sdioob for selected per- 
after tbeir arrival began to corrie iti The htst gtoup sonnel, and m r,Ktica! glidet flights At the end of 
afiivbtl in Yokohama on 24 June. At best jaf>anc5c two weeks all men m the hxittajimy beiidHto 
hi:)US0 were taken over and remndeled. The hti.'ii glidermen. Regardless of whetter they make the 
plans called for homes on the posts, in the tour flights, all nieii are qualifled in ghder Idadihg and 



Cisii^fal Swing pins th^ Olstinguishmd Uftii sfr^omer Oil guf</oit» this Iff Boffttlibn^ . Of t^pf Infantry, whih lr«uf«noot 

Gsorge jPeoriori iqtftd ^cr/or Man4/ief€f look an. The gvideo bvdfof for Cpn>f^nj> O iis Ptifafe tlrsf- CIpss WWiOfn ft. S^tplth. 

are \ve!t,verse<i: in the technique of fpdet emjsloy- sinh ■Ctccupati&nal nn'ssion' govern ^ a tr 
ment, ■ • rhrectives, and actions 

The. ptyisioij Jump Schooi was also moved to The future of , the ,\ngcSacan be predicted ( 
CatoliJS- Field in July 1.9-16. There were so few un- a avstahbail ^v.ieer and be would probably he 
qualified i&rnpers left in the Division that the school We do know, however^ that we will, conti 

Was dosed but will reOpen Whenever a ^ufiiaent occupy Japan probabl.f as long as thqte is an c 

number v>f volunteers warrant it- tioiial force; After that our fate will be dete 

'rraining in the regiments .and artillery batta buns by the Wat Departareiit. 
goes on apace with rhe schoolsconducted on Division We'iJ continue to patrol our areas chedcii 
level Eeplacemenis teceived after corhbat have had destroy'irig hidden caches of Jap contraband 
little tcainifig and it is the responsibilit}' nf the units ;iee to it that the Japanese follow the letter ; 
to nrake Its men ready iof any situation— ^jccupa- tent tif Sfii'vP direciivc-s; we'll not again faavt 

honal duties or combat. The Divis/cm must lie able through the ^9-11-1915 period of contentk 

tn meet any eoiergency Two objectives- the enforce- strife; w*i'R reduce their war potentia] ttnhl t 
merit of all directives put nut by SCAF (Suprane notic'i'ennu.g i's'a power; and well carry' on i 
tiornmander fot the Allied Pots'ers, General of the ditronS of this greatest outfit— the Itth. A 
Army MacArthur) and the mauitenarice of the Divi- Divisioii.: , - 
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Appendix I: Decorations and Awards 

Medal of Honor 

Pvt Elmtr S Frvar,' Bll PIK P»t Manuel Perez Jr, 511 PIR 


Sflrt Pat B^rardi, 611 PIR 

1st U Henry G Hynda, 188 PIR 

Maj CharieB P Loeper, 188 PIR 


Cpl John Achille. 674 FA Bn 
Pfe Iceland M Adanu, 188 PIR 
Maj Robert M Alexander. 188 PIR 
S Sfft Ralph Amirae 188 PIR 
T Sfft Roy F Anderson, 611 PIR 
Pfe Robert H Angus Jr,* Div Recon 
Capt Fred J Ansfietd, 188 PIR 
2d Lt Thomas E Armstrong. 187 GIR 
Sgt J W Ash. 188 PIR 
Capt Leonard W Bailes, 674 FA Bn 
2d U Joe Baker, 674 FA Bn 
S Sgt Paul G Balukat, 676 FA Bn 
Pfe Raynwnd M Balza, 611 PIR 
Pvt ^bert D Barker, 611 PIR 
T Sgt Albert V Barreire. 611 PIR 
Pfe Uoyd S BarUett, 188 PIR 
S Sgt William Barvenik. 21 Inf 
Capt Paul G Baehore, 187 GIR 
Pfe Leonard F Baxter, 467 FA Bn 
Cpl Robert Beattie, 188 PIR 
Capt William A Beatty Jr, 168 RCT 
Pvt William Beckman, Div Recon 
2d Lt Jack L Beeson. 611 PIR 
Pfe Aldo Benedetti. Ml PIR 
1st Lt Flavio Benini, 127 Engr Bn 
1st Lt John C Benson. 162 AA Bn 
Pfe Robert Bergendorff, 611 PIR 
Sgt Michael M Bernstein. 472 FA Bn 
Cpl Sol Benstein, 187 GIR 
Cpl James H Billingsley. 674 FA Bn 
T Sgt Edmond T Birdsell. 188 PIR 
Tec 4 Jack S Bleeeing, 187 GIR 
Cpl Carles G Blose, Ml PIR 
Pvt George M Blythe, 611 PIR 
Cpl Henry Bock Jr, 188 PIR 
Capt WiUiam E Bostwiek, 611 PIR 
1st Lt Leon Botchin, 457 FA Bn 
Pfe Lawrence W Botkin,* Div Rcoon 
Pfe WiUiam G Bowen, 127 Engr Bn 
Pfe Wiliam R Bowers, 611 PIR 
Pvt Buford E Brady, 676 FA Bn 
Pvt Harvey M Bragg, 19 Inf 
Sgt Felix Brexar, 676 FA Bn 
2d Lt Russell R Brient, 674 FA Bn 
1st Sgt Cecil A Britt 611 PIR 
Cpl Arthur Broadland. 127 Engr Bn 
Sgt William C Brock. 187 GIR 
Tee 6 Kenneth N Brons, 674 FA Bn 
Pfe Joseph F Brooksbank, 611 PIR 
1st Lt Waldo W Brooks. 187 GIR 
1st Lt Arthur W Brown. 187 GIR 
8 Sgt Charles C Brown. 611 PIR 
Sgt James R Brown, 127 Engr Bn 
Pvt Loren P Brown,* Div Bieon 
Pvt James M Bruce,* Div Reoon 
Sgt Glenn B Buell, 187 GIR 
Lt Col Henry A Burgess, Div Hqs 
1st Lt Soloman Busch, 188 PIR 
Pfe Harry BuUand, 674 FA Bn 
Pfe Steve J Cacala, 187 GIR 
Pfe Benny Cadena, 21 Inf 
Tee 6 Vinson B Call,* Div Recon 
Pfe James H Camp, 187 GIR 
S Sgt George M Canales. 511 PIR 
Maj Mansford M Canary, 127 Engr Bn 
Tec 6 Martin L Cano, 511 PIR 
Pfe George A Carie, 188 PIR 


Distinguished Service Cross 

2d Lt Mill, T Lowe, 611 FIB 
S Set Edward B Reed. 611 FIR 
Col / JR Sehimmelpfennig, Div Hqs 
Maj Gen Joseph M Swing. Div Hqs 

Distinguished Service Medal 

Maj Gen Joseph M Swing, Div Hqs 

Silver Star 

Ffc Edward W CarleUm, 511 FIR 

8 Sgt John C Carminati, 187 GIR 

MM David H Carnahan, Div Hqs 

Pfe Robert B Carroll,* Div Recon 

Pfe Doyne Caeeelman, 611 PIR 

Capt Stephen E Cavanaugh,* 511 PIR 

1st Lt John P Cawleg, 760 FA Bn 

Sgt George Cebula, 187 GIR 

Maj Wallace L Chambers,* 611 PIR 

Pfe Donald T Charlton, 188 PIR 

Pfe D C Cherry, 187 GIR 

Maj John G Ciceri, 611 PIR 

Pfe Ralph Clark. 188 PIR 

Ist Lt ^bert Clark. 674 FA Bn 

8 Sgt Vernan W Clark* • 188 PIR 

1st Lt William Clark. 187 GIR 

1st Lt Jack T Clift, 127 Engr Bn 

Capt Hans Cohn. iM GIR 

Pfe Gerald F ConneUy, 511 PIR 

Pfe Granville Cooper. 188 PlR 

1st Lt James Cooper. 676 FA Bn 

S Sgt Harold L Copeland, 19 Inf 

Capt John J Costello, 188 PIR 

Maj Patrick W Cotter, 188 PIR 

Capt Felta; H Coune, Div Arty Hqs 

1st Lt Glenn D Covert, 611 PIR 

Pfe Charles E Cox. 611 PIR 

Lt ColWtUtam R Crawford, Div Hqs 

8 Sgt Glenn D Crockett. iM GIR 

Sgt T J Cunningham. 187 GlR 

1st Lt David G Gutbell, 674 FA Bn 

2d Lt George Daily, 674 FA Bn 

Sgt Warren E Daley, 187 GIR 

2d Lt Anthony C D' Augustine. 127 Engr Bn 

Pfe Andrew C Davis, 611 PIR 

S Sgt Ira C Davis, Div Recon 

T Sgt WilUrd P Davis. 19 Inf 

Capt Kenneth A Dawson, 188 PIR 

T Sgt Manuel C Debeca, Hqs Co 

S Sgt Edward J Deeley, 611 PIR 

Pfe John V Degrescenxo. 187 GIR 

let Lt Robert H Deis. 127 Engr Bn 

S Sgt Leeter S Delona, iM GUI 

Tec 6 Jack J DeMaria, 21 Inf 

S S|^ Lra T Deschak, 21 Inf 

8 Sgt Alfred DeSimone, 188 PIR 

S Sgt John R DeWar. 147 FA Bn 

1st Lt Robert L Dickerson, 188 PIR 

1st Lt Pete D Diffenbaugh, 511 PIR 

T Sgt Enio DeLuigi, 611 PIR 

Pvt Andrew J Dixon, 457 FA Bn 

S Sgt Jerome O Dohn, 611 PIR 

Pvt William A Dougherty, 472 FA Bn 

S Sgt Charles A Dowd, 187 GIR 

T Sgt Daniel T DuFrane, 611 PIR 

S Sgt John A Dulisse, 187 GIR 

Pfe Charles S Dunn. 472 FA Bn 

Cpl Bernard M Dunne. 511 PIR 

1st Lt Robert D Dye. 187 GIR 

1st Lt Richard B Dykeman, 467 FA Bn 

Pfe John E Dyeterud, Ml PHI 

Capt William R hhuitman Jr. 187 GIB 

Pfe Paul H Elden Jr, Div Recon 

Lt Col George H Eisenberg, 127 Engr Bn 

Pfe Raymond D Elias, 611 PIR 

Maj Paul R Ellis, 127 Engr Bn 

1st Lt Albert EUiton, 511 PIR 


Pfe Joe R Siedenburg, 187 GIR 
Brig Gen Robert H ^ule, 1&8 PIK 
T Sgt Robert C Steele, 511 PIR 


1st Lt Orville Erickson, 188 PIR 

Lt Col Wade A Eskridge. 711 Ord 

let Lt Clayton B Farnsworth, 187 GIR 

Brig Gen Francis W Farrell. Div Arty 

1st Lt James T Farrington, 188 PIR 

1st Lt James K Fdty, 188 PIR 

1st Lt Ar^ur Fenske. 611 PIR 

1st Lt Frank N Feren, 147 FA Bn 

Pvt Edward F Ferguson, 187 GIR 

8 Sgt Howard P Ferguson, 611 PIR 

1st Lt Stanley M Fernwood, 467 FA Bn 

Pfe Charles Feuereisen, 611 PIR 

Pfe Loyd E Finch, 611 PIR 

Pvt William R Fits,* Div Recon 

Cpl Manuel C Flores, Hqs Co 

1st Lt James G Franxen, 188 PIR 

Maj William F Frick. 511 PIR 

Pfe Walter V Froehler, 187 GIR 

Cpl Robert M Frye, 760 FA Bn 

Tec 3 John Fulton. 611 Sig 

S Sgt L E Gaffney, 21 Inf 

1st Lt Andrew B GaUigan, 611 PIR 

Pfe John F Garret, iM GIR 

S Sgt WiUiam F Garrity, iM GlR 

1st Lt Melvin Garten, 611 PlR 

Lt Col Joseph W Gibbs, 687 Bn 

Pvt Glenn A Glover. Div Recon 

Capt Paul Godsman, 674 FA Bn 

Cpl Philip Goedeke, 162 AA Bn 

8 Sgt Joseph C Gonsales. 611 PIR 

Pvt Glen W GoU, 611 PIR 

Pfe Jamee A Grayam, 611 PIR 

Sgt Oeear W Cheen, 188 PIR 

Pfe Wiliam M Green, 188 PIR 

Pfe Eiarl L Gieenhalgb. 511 PIR 

Pfe Edwin H Gregory. 611 PIR 

S Sgt Salvatore Guaspari, iM GIR 

Pvt Michael Gulywass,* Div Recon 

Pfe James Guy. 188 PIR 

Pfe Lowdl Hagler, 611 PIR 

Pfe Leonard W Hahn,* Div Recon 

Maj Winston C Hainsworth, 188 PIR 

S Sgt George H Hamill, 188 PIR 

1st Lt Max D Hammond, 674 FA Bn 

Pfe Cleo Harrel. 187 GIR 

Sgt Chariee R Hancock, 611 PIR 

Pfe Walter W Hardee. 188 PIR 

Col Ortn D Haugen, 511 PIR 

1st Lt Edward F H^ey, 675 FA Bn 

Pfe Frank E Heath. 188 PIR 

Pfe SUve M Hegedus. 511 PIR 

T Sgt James B Hendy, 611 PIR 

Pvt J D Hensley. 187 GIR 

Pfe Edward A Hickman. 187 GIR 

8 Sgt Byron Hicks. 511 PIR 

Pfe Dennis Hogan Jr, 611 PIR 

Lt Col Frank S Holcombe. 611 PIR 

Capt Milton R Holloway,* 457 FA Bn 

1st Lt Robert W Holmes. 674 FA Bn 

8 Sgt Frank J Holthouse, 511 PIR 

Sgt Joeeph C Hooper, 188 PIR 

Pfe Basil E Hosier, 511 PIR 

Col Lukas E Hoska,* 674 FA Bn 

Tee 4 Richard M House, 611 PIR 

1st Lt David L C Hover. 511 PIR 

Pvt Lee H Hubbard, Div Recon 

Pvt Lute O Huerta, 511 PIR 


Since no complete list of decorations awarded members of the 
1 1th Airborne Division was available, this list was compiled from 
a number of sources. It is therefore i^ssible that members of the 
1 1th whose names do not appear in this roster received decorations 

' Names in italic indicate posthumous award. 

’ With Purple Heart. 

* Indicates Oak Leaf Cluster to award. 


and that members whose names appear received additional awards. 
This list includes only U. S. decorations above Bronze Star awarded 
between 1943 and 1946. 
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DECORATIONS AND AWARDS 


S Sfft GUbert L H»nt. 188 PIR 
Lt John Q Hmrater. 187 GIR 
C*pt Donald E Jackson, 674 FA Bn 
Pfe Tr#t'or E Jarrard, 511 PIR 
Capt Charle$ E Jenkins,* * 611 PIR 
Pfc Raymond Johnston. 611 PIR 
fifft Harry Jones Jr, 188 PIR 
Ut Lt Samuel C Jones, 457 FA Bn 
Pfe William W Jones. 511 PIR 
S Sirt Arthur Judd. 457 FA Bn 
Pfc Joe E Katona. 511 PIR 
Maj Conway D Keeling. 158 Inf Regt 
T Sgt Roseoe Kelly, 188 PIR 
Pfc Roy F Kelley. 511 PIR 
2d Lt Patrick J Kenny, 187 GIR 
Pfc Howard D Kidd, 188 PIR 
Pfc Harold L Kidder, 187 GIR 
Capt Anderson N Kinghorn. 127 Engr Bn 
1st Lt Randolph W Kirkland, 511 PIR 
Capt Robert H Kliewer, 611 PIR 
Capt John R Knoderer. Div Hqs 
2d Lt Leslie F Kornowake, 188 PIR 
1st Lt Chester W Koslowski. 187 GIR 
1st Lt John Krainz Jr, 152 AA Bn 
Tec 4 John J Krzyako, 472 FA Bn 
Tec 6 Weldon L Lackey. 457 FA Bn 
Lt Col Ernest LaFlamme, 188 PIR 
Col Edward H Lahti,* 511 PIR 
Pfe Robert L Lance. 187 GIR 
S Sgt Kenneth E Lane, 19 Inf 
Tee 5 Doyle R Lawrence, 127 Engr Bn 
Tec 5 Forest C Lawson. 188 PIR 
Pfc Claude J Ledford. 511 PIR 
1st Lt Hiram Ledford. 457 FA Bn 
Tec 4 Robert J Lee, 162 AA Bn 
1st Lt Douglas F LeMaster. 676 FA Bn 
S Sgt Robert I Lemons. 511 PIR 
Tec 6 Robert L Leacher, 611 PIR 
1st Sgt Arthur Levesque. 188 PIR 
Pfc Ralph J liCvesQue. 511 PIR 
Pvt Frank J Lewis, 611 PIR 
S Sgt Frank J Lia, 188 PIR 
1st Sgt William E Lighiy, 188 PIR 
2d Lt Eulas V Lindsey.* 188 PIR 
Maj James D Loewus, 188 PIR 
S^ ^bert E Long. 511 PIR 
T Sgt Uoyd W Love, 187 GIR 
S Sgt Ro^rt E Lovelady, 467 FA Bn 
2d Lt Mills T Lowe. 511 PIR 
Pfc John I Lowgren. 19 Inf 
Pfc James E Lowman, 511 PIR 
Pfc Pete Lujan, 611 PIR 
Pfe Augustine Lwmmto, 611 PIR 
1st Lt Maurice W Lundeluis. 188 PIR 
Capt William A Lyman. 187 GIR 
Pvt William E Lynch Jr.* Div Recon 
Capt John G Mabbitt. 511 Sig 
Pfc Niles Madsen. 19 Inf 
Pfc Alexander Magyar. 187 GIR 
1st Lt John B Mahan. 187 GIR 
Lt Col Thomas L Mann. 188 PIR 
P^ Mike Marcoa, 511 PIR 
P^ John D Marria Jr, 511 PIR 
Pvt Clifford L Marsh, Div Recon 
Maj Norman E Martin, 457 FA Bn 
Lt Col Ernest L Massad, 675 FA Bn 
Pfc James M Massey. 611 PIR 
Pvt Edward J Matchin, 187 GIR 
Pvt Raymond Maurus. Div Recon 
S Sgt Charles G Mauiner, 127 Engr Bn 
S Sgt Lewis Maylock, 611 PIR 
Pvt Robert J McCauley, 188 PIR 
Pfc Vernon L McCann, 19 Inf 
CpI Aubrey A McCarrell, 147 FA Bn 
1st Lt Prentice H McClain. 674 FA Bn 
Maj Robert McCleary, 511 PIR 
Pfc Ross B McCready. 611 PIR 
Cpl C McDagin, 467 FA Bn 
1st Lt Vincent J McDonald. 188 PIR 
Pvt Barclay McFadden Jr.* Div Recon 
Maj Fr^erick A McGinnis. 511 PIR 
Sgt Theodore J McGourty, 611 PIR 
Lt Col Glenn J McGowan. Div Hqs 
Pfc Henry J Mclnnis. 187 GIR 
Cpl George A McKeown, 760 FA Bn 
Pfc Larry E McLehn, 611 PIR 
S Sgt Thomas E McLellan. 188 PIR 
Pfc Paul L McNeea, 611 PIR 
1st Lit Harrison I Merritt. 187 GIR 
Sgt John D Merryman. 187 GIR 
Maj Thomas A Mesereau, 511 PIR 
Pfc Ralph W Mesmard 19 Inf 
Cpl PhUip Michel. 187 GIR 
Tec 5 Stanley Mikuta, 152 AA Bn 

' Names in italic indicate posthumous award. 
’ With Purple Heart. 

• Indicates Oak Leaf Cluster to award. 


Capt William M Miley, 611 PIR 
Pvt Everett T MUIer, 162 AA Bn 
Pfc Jtrry I Mtiler, 187 GIR 
Pfc Jessce F Miller, 511 PIR 
Capt Lyle W Miller, Div Hqs 
1st Lt Roger L Miller. 511 PIR 
Pvt Wayne H Milton,* Div Recon 
2d Lt Wayne Misemer. 127 Engr Bn 
Cpl James L Mitchera. 511 PIR 
Pvt Robert J Moffett, 511 PIR 
Capt Frank C Mogan, 188 PIR 
Pfe Julius C Mohr. 188 PIR 
S Sgt Charles R Moles. 187 GIR 
Lt Col Juanito £ Moreno, Phil Army Reserve 
S Sgt Daniel R Morrison, 187 GIR 
Maj Arthur L Moseley, Div Hqs 
Capt William J Mullaney. 188 PIR 
Lt Col Henry J Muller, Div Hqs 
Pfc Emil J Naccarato, 188 PIR 
Cpl lialph E Nebel. 188 PIR 
T Sgt Steward Neill, 188 PIR 
Maj Sterling R Nesbitt, 187 GIR 
Capt Thomas A Nester. 221 Med Co 
Sgt Eluy D Newson, 187 GIR 
2d Lt Robert Norris, 511 PIR 
Pfc William W O’Brien, 188 PIR 
Pfc Walter D O’Connor, 511 PIR 
Lt Col Mortimer J O’Kane. 188 PIR 
Maj George W Oliver. Div Hqs 
Pfc Ninian M Olsen, 511 PIR 
Tec 5 Dean C Olson, 467 FA Bn 
Pfc Johnnie O’Neill. 187 GIR 
let Lt Stanley Orchel. 511 PIR 
Capt George Oki, 187 GIR 
Cpl Waldo B Owens, 21 Inf 
1st Lt George H Paine, 674 FA Bn 
1st Lt James A Parker. 187 GIR 
Capt Arthur T Parrish, 675 FA Bn 
S Sgt Andy Partin, 511 PIR 
Pfc James Paterson,* Div Recon 
1st Lt Robert F Pattern, 187 GIR 
Co! George O Pearson, 187 GIR 
Pfc George O Pelley, 511 PIR 
Sgt Robert Pelster, 611 PIR 
1st Sgt Alfonso Perez. 457 FA Bn 
1st Lt Paul J Pergamo, 127 Engr Bn 
Sgt Uoyd L Peters, 127 Engr Bn 
Andrew L Petrillo. 187 GIR 
Cpl Joseph C Picinotti, 467 FA Bn 
Brig Gen Albert Pierson, Div Hqs 
Pfc James H Pitts. 187 GIR 
1st Lt Lemuel T Pitts, 51 1 PIR 
S Sgt Gather K Priddy. 188 PIR 
Col Douglass P Qiiandt, Div Hqs 
Tec 5 Joseph Quintana. 675 FA Bn 
Pfc Raymond T Rager, 188 GIR 
Capt Edgar M Ramsey. 674 FA Bn 
Pfc Joe E Rangel, 187 GIR 
S Sgt Edward B Re^, 511 PIR 
Sgt Kay A Reese, 152 AA Bn 
Sgt Neal A Retherford. 511 PIR 
Pvt David H Reynawd, 511 PIR 
1st Lt John M Ringler.* 511 PIR 
1st Lt Preston Rishd, 674 FA Bn 
Pfc Aley S Rivera, 187 GIR 
Pfc Joseph W Roach. 127 Engr Bn 
1st Lt James W Roberts Jr.* 187 GIR 
Pfc Walter Roberts Jr, Hqs Co 
Pfc William P Roberts, 188 PIR 
Capt Richard E Robinson. 188 PIR 
Sgt Will Roden, 467 FA Bn 
Pfc Harry T Romines, 187 GIR 
Pfc Edward T Rudd. 188 PIR 
1st Lt James E Rumbough, 611 PIR 
Pfc Joseph Z Ruse, 19 Inf 
T Sgt Alexander Ruzycki. 152 AA Bn 
Pfc Robert E Ryan, 472 FA Bn 
2(1 Lt Vincent F Ryan, 511 PIR 
Pfc Ray L Samsell, 511 PIR 
Cpl Terry R Santos,* Div Recon 
Pvt Leon W Sapp,* Div Recon 
1st Lt Daniel J Scelsi. 188 PIR 
Pfc Paul Schatz. 188 PIR 
Col Irvin R Schimmelpfennig, Div Hqs 
Pvt Thomas Schlaich. Div R^on 
Capt Karl W Schlaultoch. 187 GIR 
Pfc Eugene V Schoener, 611 PIR 
Capt Cletus N Schommer. 187 GIR 
Pvt Gerard J Schum,* Div Recon 
Pfc Richard F Schwartzfisher. 511 PIR 
1st Lt Alan P Seigle, 188 PIR 
Tec 5 George P Serafind, 21 Inf 
Pfc James F Shane, 187 GIR 
Pfc Vicbert D Sharpe, 611 PIR 


1st Lt Dan B Shay. 187 GIR 

Pfc Sam Sheffield. 511 PIR 

T Sgt William F Shepherd. 187 GIR 

1st Lt Gerard A Sherwin. 674 FA Bn 

Tec 5 Kenneth D Shiffert. 511 PIR 

Pvt Ernest J Schimehuk, 187 GIR 

Lt Col Norman M Shipley. 511 PIR 

Pvt Charles M Shriver,* Div Recon 

Pfc Ned bibich, 511 PIR 

Sgt Edward J Siemer, 611 PIR 

Sgt Salvatore Siena. 674 FA Bn 

Pvt Harry Sitterly Jr, 188 PIR 

1st Lt George E Skau,* Div Recon 

Tec 5 Melvin J Skonseng, 127 Engr Bn 

S Sgt Sidney Slater, 127 Engr Bn 

1st Lt Jesse W Smiley, 674 FA Bn 

2d Lt Eugene E Smith, 187 GIR 

Pvt Herbert J Smith. 19 Inf 

S Sgt Herman J Smith. 187 GIR 

S Sgt Merle C Smith. 511 PIR 

Pfc Edward L Smolinsk. 187 GIR 

S Sgt Thomas E Smotherly. 187 GIR 

Brig Gen Robert H Soule. 188 PIR 

Tec 5 Wilmot A Sowers Jr, 674 FA Bn 

Pfc Donald R Speacht, 188 PIR 

Cpl Vernon L Spear. 188 PIR 

Capt Ray E Spendlove, 511 PIR 

S Sgt William T Sprole. 188 PIR 

Pvt Martin L Squires.* Div Recon 

Lt Col Nicholas G Stadtherr, 457 FA Bn 

T Sgt Nicholas V Staffo. 21 Inf 

Sgt Donald H Stephans, 187 PIR 

Sgt Marshall T Stepp. 188 PIR 

S Sgt Howard N Sterrett, 187 GIR 

Pfc Francis H Stevans, 511 PIR 

Tec 5 Melvin E Strecker, 188 PIR 

Lt Col John L Strong. 511 PIR 

1st Sgt James D Sturdivant, 152 AA Bn 

Pfc Gordon G SchwarUs. 511 PIR 

Pfc Charles M Swiger, 511 PIR 

Maj Gen Joseph M Swing.* * Div Hqs 

Pfc David S Taylor. 675 FA Bn 

S Sgt George F Taylor. 611 PIR 

Pvt William R Taylor,* Div Recon 

Pfc John E Terradot, 187 GIR 

Cpl Gerard J Tessier, 674 FA Bn 

Cpl John R ThisUe, 511 PIR 

2d Lt Gerard Thoennes, 188 PIR 

S Sgt Jerry M Thomas, 511 PIR 

2d Lt Charles P Threlkeld. 457 FA Bn 

Pfc Glen E Tlpps. 127 Engr Bn 

Col Norman E Tipton. 511 PIR 

Capt Julius J Toi^. 511 PIR 

Pfc Clifford E Town, Div Recon 

Sgt James G Townsend, 188 PIR 

Tec 5 Salvatore 'Tummiaia, 188 PIR 

S Sgt Leep Turkington, 611 PIR 

Capt Philip Ulrich. 511 PIR 

Pfc Ancel J Upton. 511 PIR 

Pfc Jose Valenzuela, 152 AA Bn 

Pvt James E VanCuren, 511 PIR 

Lt Col Jay D Vanderpool. 25 Inf 

Capt Charles E Vanepps. 511 PIR 

Pfe Donald T Vanker, 511 PIR 

1st Lt Mekkel Varner, 511 PIR 

Sgt John T Vaughn. 457 FA Bn 

Capt Lewis T Veater, 127 Engr Bn 

Pfc Cletis L Vick. 127 Engr Bn 

Capt Harry Von Einem. 674 FA Bn 

Capt Hobart B Wade, 511 PIR 

Capt Homer D Wallace. 188 PIR 

Lt Col Louis A Walsh, Gen Hq SWPA 

Capt Leo E Waiters, 21 Inf 

Pfc Jack P Warner, 675 FA Bn 

Tec 5 John Wasileski.* 187 GIR 

1st Lt Joseph Welder, 127 Engr Bn 

Sgt Joseph W Welc. 187 GIR 

Sgt Jack R Wellman, 187 GIR 

1st Lt John A Wendt. 187 GIR 

Capt Patrick W Wheeler, 511 PIR 

Tec 4 Walter V WiecierzynskI, 511 PIR 

Tee 6 Calvin C Wilkinson. Hqs Co 

Pfe Paul J William^, 187 GIR 

Lt Col Arthur H Wilson Jr. 187 GIR 

Tec 5 Henry E WInne, 187 GIR 

Pfc Earl W Wlnsor, 511 PIR 

S Sgt Max F Wolezyk. 611 PIR 

Pvt Walker L Wolford, 162 AA Bn 

2d Lt William J Wynn. 38 Inf 

T Sgt Louree C Yawn, 511 PIR 

Pvt Walter A Young,* Div Reran 

1st Lt Rayynond M younphans,* 674 FA Bn 

Pfc Edward S Zack, 611 PIR 

S Sgt Floyd T Zobel. 611 PIR 


Digitized by Got.) 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



DECORATIONS AND AWARDS 


171 


Mftj Henry A Burgess, Dlv Hqs 
Lt Col Carl S Caste. CWS 
T Sgt Edward J Dolan. Sp Trps 


T Sgt Walter Akers. 188 PIR 
S Sgt Frank M Bursxcs. 188 PIR 
Cpl Howard C Bates,r &11 PIR 
T Sgt Daniel Belajack. 188 PIR 
Tec 5 George A Benthall, 127 Engr Bn 
Cpl Bernard S Bergman. 467 FA Bn 
Pvt Oscar J Bolduc, 188 PIR 
1st Sgt James Byrne, 187 GIR 
Tec 5 Lawrence Clark. 511 PIR 
Capt John A Coulter, 511 PIR 
S Sgt William J Day. 457 FA Bn 
Pfe John T Deal. 188 PIR 
Sgt Charles W V^ngan, 268 Clm Sv 
Pvt Roberta R Dunham. 457 FA Bn 
Pfe Thomas W Hasten, 457 FA Bn 
Pvt Norma V Ford. 188 PIR 
Pfe Edward I Gallagher. 188 PIR 
2d Lt Fred R Gamble. 188 PIR 
Cpl Walter V Gorski, 152 AA Bn 
Sgt Robert G Hatten. 511 PIR 
T Sgt James B Hendry. 611 PIR 


Pvt Charles R Beekman, 408 QM 

T Sgt I^niel Belajack. 188 PIR 

1st Lt Harold Bieber, 457 FA Bn 

Pvt James F Bond. 1^ PIR 

T Sgt John D Bond, Prcht Maint Co 

T Sgt Charles J Branson. Prcht Haint Co 

Sgt Felix Brezar, 675 FA Bn 

1st Lt Arthur W Brown. 187 GIR 

Capt Walter L Brugh. 127 Engr Bn 

Capt Valentine J Burkhauser, 127 Engr Bn 

Maj Mansfoid H Canary, 127 Engr Bn 

Pfe George F Capasso. 408 QM 

Maj David H Carnahan, Div Hqs 

1st Lt Leo C Casey, Div Arty 

1st Lt David M Chase, 188 PIR 

Maj John B Ciceri. 511 PIR 

1st Lt Jack T Clift. 127 Engr Bn 

Maj John M Cook. 511 PIR 

Capt John T Cooper. 674 FA Bn 

Capt Felix H Coune, Div Arty 

Lt Col William R Crawford, Div Hqs 

1st Lt Kenneth E Curry. 188 PIR 

WOJG Anthony D'Agostino, 511 PIR 

1st Lt Charles E Davis. 188 PIR 

1st Lt Charles D Decker; 472 FA Bn 

1st Lt John M Delong, 188 PIR 

1st Lt Walter Dolan. 675 FA Bn 

1st Lt Andrew Dreger Jr. 760 FA Bn 

Pfe Henry T Drew, 188 PIR 

1st Lt Richard B Dykeman. 457 FA Bn 

2d Lt Alfred H Ecoff Jr.* Div Arty 

Lt Col George H Eisenberg. 127 Engr Bn 

Capt Francis C Enzbrenner. 472 FA Bn 

Brig Gen Francis W Farrell, Div Arty 

Maj Lyman S Faulkner. 511 PIR 

1st Lt Leroy F Fuller,* 675 FA Bn 


Legion of Merit 

Col Orin D Haugen, 511 PIR 
Col Harry D Hildebrand. 187 GIR 
Lt Col Henry J Muller, Div Hqs 
Lt Col Douglass P Quandt. Div Arty 

Soldier’s Medal 

Pvt L G Herron. 188 PIR 
Tec 5 Oren C Hoeper. 188 PIR 
S Sgt John M Holko Jr. 162 AA Bn 
Pvt Michael Hrichak. 188 PIR 
S Sgt Gilbert L Hunt, 188 PIR 
Capt Raymond F 1^, 188 PIR 
Pfe Ray H Lindauer. 127 Engr Bn 
Pfe Bill A Lively. 18? GIR 
^ Lt Arthur P Lombardi, 457 FA Bn 
Cpl Walter H McCoy. 674 FA Bn 
S Sgt Ernest F Medeiros, 188 PIR 
2d Lt Clifton W Melton. 511 PIR 
Tec 5 John J Miller, 187 GIR 
S Sgt John H Mode. 511 PIR 
Sgt Albert M Monroe. 188 PIR 
Pvt William C Newill, 457 FA Bn 
Pvt Wilbur J O’l^nnell. 467 FA Bn 
Pfe Manuel G Ozuna. 187 GIR 
Tec 6 Herbert A Pecht, 467 FA Bn 
Capt Donald F Priddle. 152 A A Bn 
Pfe David S Ramsey. 188 PIR 
Pvt Walter Rang. 457 FA Bn 

Air Medal 

Capt Jonathan Grant, 674 FA Bn 

Tec 4 John C Grimes. Prcht Maint Co 

1st Lt Philip W Guglielmo, 760 FA Bn 

Maj Edwin L Harloff,* • Div Arty 

Col Orin D Haugen, 511 PIR 

1st Lt Edward F Healey. 676 FA Bn 

Lt Col Frank S Holcombe. 511 PLR 

Col Lukas E Hoska. 674 FA Bn 

Pvt Michael Hrichak. 188 PIR 

1st Lt Raymond M Hubbell. 511 PIR 

Capt The^ore W Kane. Div Arty 

1st Lt Jack P Keil.* 674 FA Bn 

Tee 4 Elmer E Kendall. Prcht Maint Co 

Maj Robert E Kennington, 188 PIR 

1st Lt Robert M Keyes, 511 PIR 

Capt Kenneth F Kilpatrick.* Prcht Maint Co 

Sgt Edward N Lambert. 457 FA Bn 

1st Lt Aubrey T Lanier,* 674 FA Bn 

Pfe Basil T Laszio, 408 QM 

1st Lt Douglas F LeMaster. 676 FA Bn 

Capt John H MacLeod,* Div Arty 

1st Lt Robert K Madsen, Prcht Maint Co 

Pfe Thomas A Mancuso. 188 PIR 

1st Lt John J Marshall. 511 PIR 

1st Lt William S Massey. 188 PIR 

Lt Col Glen J McGowan. Div Hqs 

Pvt Leon D Mikell. 511 PIR 

Capt William M Miley, 611 PIR 

1st Sgt Fetcher A Milligan. 188 PIR 

Maj Arthur L Moeeley, Div Hqs 

Lt Col Henry J Muller. Div Hqs 

1st Lt Donald E Neff.* 676 FA Bn 

Capt James A Nelson. 457 FA Bn 

1st Lt Jess R Nickless.* 674 FA Bn 

1st Lt Arnfin Olsen. 511 PIR 

Capt Arthur Parrish, 675 FA Bn 

Brig Gen Albert Pierson, Div Hqs 


Brig Gen Robert H Soule. 188 PIR 
Maj Gen Joseph M Swing, Div Hqs 
Col Alexander Williams, Div Arty 


S Sgt Gene A Russo, 188 PIR 

1st Lt Headly G Ryan. 511 PIR 

Pfe Oscar Sierra. 457 FA Bn 

Pfe Edward D Sobolewski. 188 PIR 

S Sgt Angus D Sparks, 188 PIR 

Pfe Jack T Speights, 188 PIR 

Pvt Richardson Spreckelsen. 152 AA Bn 

Cpl John M Starkovich, 467 FA Bn 

Pfe Stanley Trazewski, 188 PIR 

Pfe Roland E Taylor, 674 FA Bn 

Pfe Samuel E Thompson. 511 PIR 

Tee 5 James W Tilley, 611 PIR 

Cpl Remus A Tindel. 457 FA Bn 

1st Lt Lewis T Venter, 127 Engr Bn 

Pvt George R Vespa, 611 PIR 

Tec 5 Russell B Wallner. 511 PIR 

1st Lt Hubert W Welton. 467 FA Bn 

Cpl Howard G White, 188 PIR 

Pfe Laurence E Wilbur, 674 FA Bn 

Sgt Herbert W Williams. 188 PIR 

Pvt Doyle F Wise. 611 PIR 


Pvt Leon Pittman, 511 PIR 

1st Lt Lemuel T Pitts. 511 PIR 

T Sgt John F Pursley, Prcht Maint Co 

1st Lt Fred B Pustay, 472 FA Bn 

Col Douglass P Quandt. Div Arty 

1st Lt Henry J Reid. Div Hqs 

Pvt Raymond Richards, 408 QM 

1st Lt John A Ricks, 457 FA Bn 

T Sgt (^rdon Roberts. Div Arty 

Pfe Michael T Rumora, 511 PIR 

Capt Carmine A Santare, Div Hqs 

Col Irvin R Sehimmel pfennig, Div Hqs 

Maj William J Schloth. Div Hqs 

Maj Joseph B Seay. 127 Engr Bn 

S Sgt George E Sharp. 511 PIR 

Lt Col Norman M Shipley. 511 PIR 

1st Sgt Joseph A Simon, 511 PIR 

1st Lt Clifton M Smith. 674 FA Bn 

Maj Edwin F Smith. Div Hqs 

1st Sgt Thomas M Smith. 511 PIR 

Lt Col Howard L Snyder, Div Arty 

Lt Col Nicholas G Stadtherr. 457 FA Bn 

Lt Col John L Strong. 611 PIR 

1st Lt John D Sullivan.* 457 FA Bn 

Maj Gen Joseph M Swing.* Div Hqs 

M Sgt Frederick Thomas. 511 PIR 

Tec 4 Delbert H Thomsen Prcht Maint Co 

Col Norman E Tipton. 511 PIR 

1st Lt Ralph L Traugh, 472 FA Bn 

1st Lt Merkel Varner, 611 PIR 

Capt Hobart B Wade. 511 PIR 

1st Lt James M Watson. Prcht Maint Co 

Col Alexander Williams. Div Arty 

Lt Col Arthur H Wilson Jr, 187 GIR 

Pvt Carl S Wilson. 187 GIR 

CWO William C ZitUow, 511 PIR 


•Bronze Star 


Lack of space precludes the listing by name of the many awards 
of the Bronze Star to members of the llth Airborne Division. In 
addition to those persons who were awarded the Bronze Star in 
published orders of various units, those individuals who, as mem- 
bers of the armed forces of the United States, were cited by name 
on or after 7 December 1941 and prior to 3 September 1945, in 
orders or in a formal certificate, for meritorious or exemplary 
conduct in ground combat against the armed enemy, may make 
application to The Adjutant General, Department of the Army, 
Washington 25, D.C., for award of the Bronze Star Medal on the 


basis of such citation. A citation in orders for the Combat In- 
fantryman Badge or Medical Badge awarded in the field during 
the period of actual combat against the armed enemy is con- 
sidered as a citation fur exemplary conduct in ground combat. 
These citations in orders during the period 7 December 1941 
through 2 September 1945 were not automatic, but were based upon 
recommendations of unit commanders thoroughly familiar with the 
achievement of the individuals cited and after a careful evaluation 
of their work. (Authority for this paragraph is Change 13 to 
AR 600-45, Department of the Army, 4 November 1947.) 


’ Names in italic indicate posthumous award. 
’ With Purple Heart. 

♦ Indicates Oak Leaf Cluster to award. 
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The Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 11th Airborne 
Division, is cited for outstanding heroism and conspicuous perform- 
ance of duty in action against the enemy on Luzon, Philippine 
Islands, from 31 January to 5 February 1945. During this period, 
this unit distinguished itself by the imposing part it played in the 
advance of an airborne division to Manila. Headquarters and Head- 
quarters Company was divided into three groups; Forward Com- 
mand Group, Reconnaissance Platoort, and Command Post Group. 
All groups landed at Nasugbu with the assault waves, and although 
pinned down for some time soon moved inland and established 
the division command post. They then continued to the east with 
the leading elements. The Reconnaissance Platoon was dispatched 
far to the north and moved through thirty-five miles of enemy 
territory, joining the Forward Command Group on Tagaytay Ridge 
with valuable information as to the enemy dispositions on the 
north flatjk of the division. Approaching Tagaytay Ridge, the For- 
ward Command Group came under intense artillery and machine- 
gun fire which wounded two of the General Staff officers and killed 
a high-ranking visiting staff officer. .When the third regiment of 
the division landed by parachute on the. Ridge, a section of the 
Forward Command Group left the amphibious force which was 
heavily engaged with the enemy and proceeded fearlessly through 
a mile of enemy territory to make the first contact between the 
two forces and coordinate the combined attack which broke the 
last resistance on the Ridge. Two hours later, the Command Post 
Group followed on the fire-swept road and set up the division 
command post on the Ridge. Here plans were made for the dash 
on Manila, and early the next morning the Forward Command 
Group departed with the leading elements and accompanied the 
initial penetration into Manila. Command decisions made on the 
spot were rapidly disseminated and placed into execution despite 
heavy enemy fire. The Chief of Staff and the Assistant Chief of 
Staff, G-4, were killed in the performance of these forward mis- 
sions, and the division commander and small staff spent a slow 
and dangerous hour withdrawing across the Paranaque River under 
heavy machine-gun and antiaircraft artillery fire after having been 
cut off by the enemy. The Reconnaissance Platoon, after joining 
the Command Post Group on the Ridge, immediately set off without 
rest, reconnoitered the entire route to Manila, secured important 
road junctions on the route, determined the enemy strength and 
disposition of the Imus garrison, and located the dirt by-pass which 
the Infantry followed on the succeeding day to outflank and by-pass 
the first strong enemy defensive line. The Command Post Group 
followed on the heels of the advancing Infantry and set up the 
command post under heavy artillery fire which wiped out one com- 
plete subsection. The plans for the final penetration into Manila 
and the attack on Nichols Field were made here on this night 
under the terrific handicaps of heavy casualties of key personnel 
and intense enemy fire of all types. The magnificent courage and 
devotion to duty which led He^quarters and Headquarters Com- 
pany, 11th Airborne Division, to disregard all thoughts of personal 
safety and to accept great and hazardous risks unhesitatingly in- 
spired the fighting troops and reflect great credit on the military 
forces of the United States in accordance with the very highest 
traditions of the service. (General Orders 69, Headquarters Eighth 
Army, 25 June 1945, as approved by the Commander in Chief, 
United States Army Forces, Pacific.) [General Orders No. 68, War 
Department, Washington, 14 August 194}.] 

The 1st Battalion, 181th Glider Infantry Regiment, is cited for 
outstanding heroism and conspicuous performance of duty in action 
against the enemy on Luzon from 31 January to 5 February 1945. 
During this period, the battalion distinguished itself by the un- 
paralleled part it played in the advance of an airborne division to 
Manila. This unit landed at 1030 hours on 31 January at Nasugbu, 
as the division reserve, but was immediately ordered to join advance 
elements in the main effort toward Tagaytay Ridge. A forced march 
was conducted over difficult terrain in the face of continuous enemy 
fire, with the troops hand-carrying all equipment, weapons, and 
ammunition. The battalion joined with an advanced infantry regi- 
ment at 0400 hours the next morning and attacked the center of 
a strong Jap defensive line two hours later. When the first posi- 
tion was reduced, the battalion continued the attack to the east, 
surprising the strong enemy garrison at Aga and overrunning its 
defenses before they could properly be manned. Spearheading the 


third attack, the determined troops of this unit cracked the major 
Jap line on the high ground west of Tagaytay Ridge. Under wither- 
ing artillery, mortar, and machine-gun fire, the battalion stormed 
the enemy-held ridge and engaged in hand-to-hand combat, assault- 
ing well-camouflag^ pillboxes with bayonets and flame throwers. 
After destroying these positions, the battalion by-passed the highest 
ridge to effect a junction with a Parachute Infantry Regiment on 
Tagaytay Ridge. This contact culmiruted a three-day foot march 
under continuous enemy fire and covered a distance of thirty-five 
miles. The rapidity of the advance threw the enemy off balance, 
exposing his well-prepared defenses to the attack. During the next 
two days the battalion contained a strong enemy force in the Mount 
Sungay sector, protecting the division right flank in the march to 
Manila. Sungay did not fall until a month later, at which time 
the area was attacked by two regiments. The magnificent endur- 
ance, heroic courage, and esprit de corps of the men of the 1st 
Battalion, 181th Glider Infantry Regiment, displayed through the 
gruelling offensive, reflect great credit on the armed forces of the 
United States. (General Orders 69, Headquarters Eighth Army, 25 
June 1945, as approved by the Commander in Chief, United States 
Army Forces, Pacific.) [General Orders No. 68, War Department, 
Washington, 14 August 1945.'] 

The Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 188th Glider 
Infantry Regiment, is cited for outstanding heroism and conspicu- 
ous performance of duty in action against the enemy on Luzon. 
Philippine Islands, from 31 January to 5 February 1945. The role 
of initial assault troops in the amphibious landing of the 11th 
Airborne Division at Nasugbu, Luzon, Philippine Islands, on 31 
January 1945, was assigned to an infantry combat team. A mem- 
ber of this team was Headquarters and Headquarters Company. 
This headquarters landed on Nasugbu Beach with the assault bat- 
. talion and, as soon as the town was taken, swiftly set up a com- 
mand post and a communication net. As the battalion advanced 
on foot. Headquarters and Headquarters Company accompanied 
them. They marched all night and by daylight next morning had 
reached the main Japanese defensive position. The regimental com- 
mand post was established on the spot, and throughout the attack 
conducted the maneuvers of the three battalions while receiving 
intense artillery and mortar fire. When the position was taken, the 
command post displaced only to come under severe artillery fire 
again. Setting up in place, it again directed operations of the three 
battalions and reduced the position. Proceeding along Highway 17, 
the command post came under concentrated fire from Shorty Ridge. 
The 2d Battalion was directed to attack Shorty Ridge, and the 
command group by-passed the ridge and met parachute Infantry 
which had landed in rear of the Japanese position. After clearing 
Shorty Ridge of all resistance, the headquarters moved out on foot 
toward Manila. By 5 February, it had reached Las Pinas and had 
prepared plans for the attack on Nichols Field which began on 
6 February. Though their commander was wounded and casualties 
were high, the magnificent fortitude and individual courage of the 
officers and men of Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
188th Glider Infantry Regiment, carried the group through three 
major operations and left them prepared for their fourth and most 
trying. This courage and gallantry reflert great credit on the mili- 
tary service. (General Orders 69, Headquarters Eighth Army, 25 
June 1945, as approved by the Commander in Chief, United States 
Army Forces, Pacific.) [General Orders No. 68, War Department, 
Washington, 14 August 1945.] 

The 1st Battalion, 188th Glider Infantry Regiment, is cited for 
outstanding heroism and conspicuous performance of duty in action 
against the enemy on Luzon, Philippine Islands, from 31 January 
to 5 February 1945. During this period, this airborne battalion 
by its aggressiveness and courage contributed immeasurably to the 
rapid advance of an airborne division to Manila. Despite the dis- 
advantages imposed by lack of transportation and small-sized com- 
panies, the battalion landed at Nasugbu, 31 January 1945, against 
the fire of enemy automatic weapons and artillery. The battalion 
proceeded rapidly inland by a forced march of twenty miles in 
twenty-four hours. En route, they reduced the Japanese beach de- 
fenses, captured the towns of Wawa and Nasugbu, Nasugbu Air- 
port, the strategic Palico Bridge, and were atta^ng fihe main 
Japanese line of resistance in the Cariliao Defile. Without halting 
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and in the face of heavy machine-gun, mortar ^d 105mm and 
155mm artillery fire, the battalion attacked and seized Mount Aim- 
ing, the dominating terrain of the Japanese position. The battalion 
defended this position and held it through numerous enemy counter- 
attacks. When one Japanese attack thrust through the lines and 
cut the battalion off from the remainder of the regiment, the 
exhausted men attacked and annihilated the Japanese force. In con- 
junction with two other battalions, the 1st Battalion overran the 
enemy position and proceeded on foot toward Manila, reaching 
Siland Wore being picked up in trucks. At the end of the fifth 
day, the battalion, en route to Manila, had marched on foot a 
distance of forty-five miles, had fought three minor and one major 
engagement, and with tireless determination was preparing itself 
for Nichols Field. The unhesitating subordination of personal 
safety to the task in hand, and the magnificent courage, fortitude, 
and physical stamina displayed by the soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 
I88lb Glider Infantry Regiment, are in accordance with the highest 
traditions of the military service. (General Orders 69, Headquarters 
Eighth Army, 25 June 1945 as approved by the Commander in 
Chief, United States Army Forces, Pacific.) [General Orders No. 
68, War Department, Washington, 14 August 194}-^ 

The 2d Battalion, 188th Glider Infantry Regiment, is cited for 
outstanding heroism and conspicuous performance of duty in action 
against the enemy on Luzon, Philippine Islands, from 31 January 
to 5 February 1945. Durii^ this period, this unit distinguished 
itself by the imposing part it played in the advance of an airborne 
division to Manila. The 2d Battalion was committed on the beaches 
of Nasugbu, Luzon, Philippine Islands, on 31 January 1945 and 
immediately moved to the south, aaoss the Lian River, to attack 
the enemy on San Diego Point and to cover the division’s right 
flank. The town of Lian and the foothills of San Diego ff^oint 
were ,'apidly seized. The battalion then marched to join the regi- 
ment which was attacking the enemy's main line of resistance 
twenty miles to the east. At daybreak, 1 February the enemy 
opened fire from caves, tunnels, and ravines, with small arms, mor- 
tars, automatic weapons, and artillery. Operations on Mount Aim- 
ing and other high points enabled the enemy to direct effective 
artillery fire and cause the battalion its first real casualties. One 
extremely strong enemy position was on a plateau protected by 
deep ravines, caves, ledges, and networks of tunnels. While the 
1st Battalion was committed north of the road to seize Mount 
Aiming, the 2d Battalion attacked this enemy strong point south 
of the road, neutralizing its fire to insure the advance of the 1st 
Battalion and then closing in on the position to drive the enemy 
from the position by an assault. The 2d Battalion successfully nego- 
tiated the precipitous defile and reached the plateau while mortars, 
artillery, and close support self-propelled artillery pieces neutralized 
the enemy position. By assault tactics with flame throwers and 
white phosphorus grenades they destroyed the enemy position, 
knocking out three machine-gun emplacements, and securing the 
highway for the continued advance of the combat team. On 2 
F^ruary, following an effective airstrike on another line of enemy 
positions in the vicinity of Aga, the 2d Battalion on the right flank 
of the combat team south of the highway attacked vigorously and 
seized the enemy regimental command post at Aga after a forced 
withdrawal by the Japanese. Large stores of ammunition, food, 
clothing, and engineer equipment were captured. The battalion 
continued its pursuit of the withdrawing enemy forces and at dusk 
was approaching the third and strongest position in the advance 
on Tagajqay Ridge. The battalion turned to the south and attacked, 
neutralizing the fire from Shorty Hill and allowing the remainder 
of the regiment to proceed on toward Manila. On the following 
day,- the oattalion attacked Shorty Hill, a position of enormous 
supply tunnels, reinforced concrete caves, and strong emplacements. 
The position was taken and over 300 Japanese were killed. Dur- 
ing the fight, the Japanese demolished several of their own caves 
creating landslides which buried our soldiers alive. As soon as 
Shor^ Hill was captured, it was garrisoned by a platoon, and the 
remainder of the battalion moved on to Manila to engage on the 
next day in the bitter battle for Nichols Field. The indefatigable 
spirit of the men who marched over 30 miles in 3 days, coura- 
geously attacked and seized two major defensive positions, and 
then, without rest, engaged spiritedly in a battle of ferocious inten- 
sity, is in accordance with the very highest traditions of the mili- 


tary service. After clearing Shorty Ridge of all resistance, the head- 
quarters moved out on foot toward Manila. By the 5th of February, 
it had reached Las Pinas and had prepared plans for the attack 
on Nichols Field which began on the 6th. Though their com- 
mander was wounded, and casualties were high, the magnificent 
fortitude and individual courage of the officers and men of the 
2d Battalion, 188th Glider Infantry Regiment, had carried the 
group through three major operations and left them prepared for 
their fourth and most trying. This courage and gallantry reflect 
great credit on the military service. (General Orders 69, Head- 
quarters Eighth Army, 25 June 1945, as approved by the Com- 
mander in Chief, United States Army Forces, Pacific.) [General 
Orders No. 68, War Department, Washington, 14 August J945.] 

The Regimental Headquarters and Headquarters Company, illth 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, is cited for heroism and outstanding 
performance of duty during the period 31 January to 5 February 
1945. During this period, this unit distinguished itself by the 
imposing part it played in the advance of an airborne division to 
Manila. After securing Tagaytay Ridge, following a parachute drop 
and contacting friendly units on 3 February 1945, Regimental Head- 
quarters and Headquarters Company accompanied the leading bat- 
talion to Manila. For 12 consecutive days, men of Regimental 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company operated the regimental 
command post, laid and maintained wire, and executed demolition 
missions in streets mined with aerial bombs, torpedoes, depth 
charges, and booby traps. Enemy intelligence gained from disloyal 
civilians gave the Japanese knowledge of the location of the com- 
mand post and resulted in frequent shelling by mortars and artil- 
lery. Over 25 per cent casualties were sustained and the regimental 
commander, the company commander, the communications officer, 
and other key personnel were mortally wounded. Because all bat- 
talions were heavily engaged, no combat troops could be spared 
for the protection of rear installations, and infiltrators behind the 
lines were eliminated by small patrols formed from staff sections 
who engaged in hand-to-hand combat and grenade duels. The wire 
section succeeded in laying and maintaining wire to the attacking 
battalions despite deadly sniper and artillery fire and vulnerability 
to Japanese ambushes. The demolition platoon, after landing am- 
phibiously and infiltrating through 26 miles of enemy-held terri- 
tory to mark the drop zone for the parachute drop, joined the 
regiment and supported the assault of the 2d Battalion on pillboxes 
by operating flame throwers and demolishing fortifications. Success- 
ful execution of all these missions, with only small-arms support, 
required heroic determination, great skill, and daring. The tnen 
of Regimental Headquarters and Headquarters Company, illth 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, displayed an esprit de corps, untiring 
devotion to duty and unsurpassed individual courage which add 
luster to the military traditions of the United States and are worthy 
of emulation by infantry soldiers the world over. (General Orders 
69, Headquarters Eighth Army, 25 June 1945, as approved by the 
Commander in Chief, United States Army Forces, Pacific.) [General 
Orders No. 71, War Department, Washington, 22 August 1945.] 

The Provisional Reconnaissance Platoon, 11th Airborne Division 
and Company B, illth Parachute Infantry Regiment, are cited 
for outstanding performance of duty in action at Luzon, Philip- 
pine Islands, on 23 February 1945. These units demonstrate 
exceptional courage, resourcefulness and determination in skill- 
fully undertaking a coordinated thrust 25 miles behind enemy 
lines, which made possible the liberation of 2,147 Allied civilians 
and prisoners of war interned at Los Banos. Company B landed 
by parachute near the camp and joined the Provisional Recon- 
naissance Platoon, which had previously infiltrated to within a 
few yards of the objective in order to silently kill the sentries 
and join the attack at the proper time. A rescue party travelling 
by amtracs across Laguna de Bay landed* on the shore opposite the 
camp at the moment the assault began. At 0700, paratroopers and 
ground elements initiated an atta^ which quickly overwhelmed 
the Japanese guards and made possible the swift embarkation of the 
the internees on the amtracs. By their brilliant execution of a 
most difficult and hazardous mission, the Provisional Recon- 
naissance Platoon, 11th Airborne Division, and Company B, 
illth Parachute Infantry Regiment, made the outstanding contri- 
bution to the operation which resulted in the liberation of the 
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Los Banos internees. [General Orders No. 3, Department of the 
Army, 20 January 1948. ] 

The 1st Battalion, illth Parachute Infantry Regiment, is cited 
for outstanding heroism and conspicuous performance of duty in 
action against the enemy on Luzon, Philippine Islands, from 31 
January to 5 February 1945. During this period, this unit dis- 
tinguished itself by the imposing part it played in the advance of 
an airborne division to Manila. After securing Tagaytay Ridge 
following a parachute drop, the 1st Battalion, illth Parachute 
Infantry Regiment, was assigned the mission of marching on 
Manila. Proceeding by foot and by truck, the battalion became the 
assault battalion by passing through the 1st Battalion northeast 
of Zapote. After annihilating the enemy garrison in Las Pinas, 
the battalion pressed forward to Paranaque, where heavy sniper and 
machine-gun fire was encountered from the cathedral. The battalion 
destroyed the enemy and seized the church in a fierce attack, in the 
course of which the division chief of staff was killed. By 1900 
hours a perimeter had been set up. Throughout the night the 
battalion received a heavy barrage of artillery, mortar, and small- 
arms fire which caused several serious casualties. At daybreak on 

5 February the battalion continued to clean out the area around 
the Paranaque Church deyiite intense rifle and artillery fire. The 
mission was extremely difficult to accomplish, as the battalion was 
confronted with better than 2,000 enemy troops, supported by 
mortars, 12-inch naval guns, and 20, 40, and 90mm AA guns. 
Failure to hold at any point on the wide front would have resulted 
in completely cutting off the remainder of the regiment which was 
attacking to the north. After days of intense enemy shelling, the 
battalion was ordered to attack across the northern edge of Nichols 
Field and to secure high ground dominating the field and Fort 
McKinley. Making full use of supporting infantry weapons and 
self-propelled guns, the 1st Battalion, illth Parachute Infantry 
Regiment, destroyed the center of the Japanese line of resistance, 
capturing numerous machine guns, 75 and 120mm guns, 11 anti- 
aircraft guns, sighted for direct fire, and killing 286 Japanese. 
(General Orders 69, Headquarters Eighth Army, 25 June 1945, 
as approved by the Commander in Chief, United States Army 
Forces, Pacific.) [General Orders No. 68, War Department, Wash- 
ington, 14 August 2945.] 

The 2d Battalion, illth Parachute Infantry Regiment, is cited 
for outstanding heroism and conspicuous performance of duty in 
action against the enemy on Luzon, Philippine Islands, from 31 
January to 5 February 1945. During this period, this unit dis- 
tinguished itself by the imposing part it played in the advance 
of an airborne division to Manila. After securing Tagaytay Ridge 
following a parachute drop, and contacting friendly units pushing 
in from the sea, the 2d Battalion, illth Parachute Infantry Regi- 
ment, was assigned the mission of spearheading the division's 
advance on Manila. At 0600 hours, preceded by a small recon- 
naissance party, the battalion proceeded by truck on Highway 17 
to the town of Imus, where it was held up by hostile forces. The 
initial Japanese outpost was surprised by the sudden appearance 
of the battalion, and was overwhelmed. The remnants of the enemy 
withdrew to their secondary position, a group of stone buildings, 
which covered the only road to Manila. With skill and speed, 
the battalion attacked the position, overran it and annihilated the 
entire garrison. The entire action was accomplished with rifles, 
grenades, and hand-to-hand duels without support of artillery. 
Pushing ahead on foot, the 2d Battalion rapidly seized three im- 
portant road junctions and the Las Pinas Bridge, killing the con- 
fused defenders. The sudden attack penetrated the Japanese Genko 
Line and destroyed the outpost lines of resistance. One battalion 
of Japs was cut off from the right of the line and was later anni- 
hilated. Continuing on 5 February, the battalion attacked the tight 
flank of the main Japanese defense line in southern Manila. For 

6 consecutive days, the battalion, supported by only light artillery, 
fought under continuous fire from small arms, mortars, heavy artil- 
lery and antiaircraft guns of all calibers, through streets and houses 
mined with aerial bombs and torpedoes, depth charges, and booby 
traps, against defenders committed to die in their concrete pill- 
boxes. The audacious and courageous penetration of the battalion 
into the right flank of the line weakened the southern defenses 
of Manila and directly enabled the division eventually to reduce 


the entire defensive line. The unsurpassed courage of the indi- 
vidual soldiers of the 2d Battalion, illth Parachute Infantry Regi- 
ment, and their eagerness to close with and destroy the Japanese, 
are worthy of the highest praise and emulation of the military 
service. (General Orders 69, Headquarters Eighth Army, 25 June 
1945, as approved by the Commander in Chief, United States Army 
Forces, Pacific.) [General Orders No. 68, War Department, Wash- 
ington, 14 August 194i.} 

The 3d Battalion, illth Parachute Infantry Regiment, is cited 
for outstanding performance of duty for the period 31 January to 
5 February 1945. During this period, this unit distinguished itself 
by the imposing part it played in the advance of an airborne divi- 
sion to Manila. After securing Tagaytay Ridge following a para- 
chute drop and contacting friendly units on 3 February 1945, the 
3d Battalton, illth Parachute Infantry, was assigned the mission 
of advancing along Highway 17 to Manila. After a forced march 
of 15 miles, the battalion was picked up by trucks and moved to 
Paranaque. Upon arrival, contact that was to be continuous for 
8 days was joined in the streets and on Nichols Field with Japa- 
nese in the Genko Line guarding southern Manila. Supported only 
by light artillery and fighting through streets and houses mined 
with aerial bombs and torpedoes, depth charges, and booby traps, 
the soldiers of the 3d Battalion drove the enemy from his posi- 
tions in the city and forced him onto Nichols Field. Although 
numerically inferior and fighting over open terrain that was covert 
by 20, 40, and 120mm antiaircraft guns and without artillery or 
armor capable of destroying the extensive Japanese fortifications, 
the 3d Battalion, illth Parachute Infantry Regiment, eliminated 
53 pillboxes and captured numerous automatic antiaircraft weapons. 
The reduction of these obstacles called for the utmost courage, 
determination, and skill by the individual soldier who had to cross 
fire-swept terrain, and through teamwork and individual prowess 
reduce each pillbox with rifle fire and grenades. Each advance 
was quickly contested by Jap heavy mortar and artillery fire sup- 
porting counterattacking infantry. 'The outstanding esprit de corps 
and dauntless courage displayed in attacking, without heavy artil- 
lery or armor, a numerically superior foe who occupied strongly 
fortified positions was an inspiring example of the finest traditions 
of the service. (General Orders 69, Headquarters Eighth Army, 
25 June 1945, as approved by the Commander in Chief, United 
States Army Forces, Pacific.) [General Orders No. 68, War De- 
partment, Washington, 14 August 194i.] 

The Air Section, 4i7th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, is 
cited for outstanding heroism and conspicuous performance of duty 
in action against the enemy on Luzon, Philippine Islands, from 
31 January to 5 February 1945. During this period, this unit 
distinguished itself by the imposing part it played in the advance 
of an airborne division to Manila. ‘This section, when it landed 
at Nasugbu, Luzon, on 31 January 1945, winched its mobile loaded 
liaison airplanes tlirough 100 yards of surf, and, under hostile 
machine-gun fire assembled one airplane by nightfall and one by 
the following morning. On 1 February, both airplanes took off 
and flew constant surveillance missions throughout the daylight 
hours over enemy territory to detect all hostile reactions to the 
landing. On 2 February, the advance elements of the division had 
seriously strained the meager supply facilities of the division, and 
the pilots dropped mortars, ammunition, food, and water. On the 
next day, the airplanes successfully completed a seemingly incred- 
ible mission of flying reconnaissance to Laguna de Bay, Manila, 
Nichols Field, and Cavite at an elevation of 50 feet in the face 
of hostile fire, located several enemy gun emplacements, and 
dropped orders to isolated guerrilla units. On the following day 
the section marked the enemy-held drop zone with white phos- 
phorus grenade for the jump of a parachute combat team. On 
the two following days, both airplanes adjusted artillery fire on 
Nichols Field and the Genko Line in Manila, while under constant 
20mm and caliber .50 Japanese antiaircraft fire. The speed with 
which the airplanes were first placed into operation, the coolly and 
courageously executed reconnaissance flights in the face of hostile 
fire, deep into enemy territory, and the execution of artillery fire 
missions despite heavy antiaircraft fire did much to break the back- 
bone of enemy resistance to the division's advance. The fearless 
and unquestioning devotion to duty of the members of the Air 
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Section, 4S7th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, is in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the military service and reflects great 
credit on the armed forces of the United States. (General Orders 
No. 69, Headquarters Eighth i^my, 25 June 1945, as approved 
by the Commander in Chief, Pacific.) [General Orders No. 71, War 
Department, Washington, 22 August 194S.J 

Battery D, 4S7th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, is cited for 
outstanding heroism and conspicuous performance of duty in action 
against the enemy on Luzon, Philippine Islands, from 31 January 
to 5 February 1945. During this period, this unit distinguished 
itself by the imposing part it played in the advance of an airborne 
division to Manila. This howitzer battery landed on the beach at 
Nasugbu, Luzon, 31 January 1945, with the leading elements of 
an infantry regiment. While the battery was disembarking, Jap 
machine guns and artillery opened fire from Wawa. Since the 
prime movers had stalled, the battery commander immediately had 
two howitzers manhandled from the boat in 3 feet of water, moved 
through deep sand and small-arms fire and emplaced. The guns 
opened fire and along with two M7s knocked out the enemy wea- 
pons and crews. The machine guns, which normally protect the 
howitzers, were dispatched to defend the Nasugbu Airport and 
division airplanes from attack by hostile troops to the north and 
east. The heavy caliber .50 antiaircraft guns were carried nearly 
2 miles from the beach to the airdrome by hand. The gun crews 
were split in half, and the half not manning the guns immediately 
set off to the mountains in the north on patrol. Their aggressive 
combat patrolling forestalled enemy attacks on the town and air- 
port of Nasugbu, and by causing the enemy to defend in the Pico 
de Loro Mountains helped maintain the main supply route open 
from Nasugbu to Manila (67 miles). The howitzers and their 
crews then moved to join the rapidly advancing infantry and accom- 
panied the advance guard on its forced march toward Manila. 
Since only two quarter-ton trucks were available as prime movers, 
the howitzers were towed a major portion of the up-hill road by 
the gun crews. When the advancing infan^ was halted by intense 
enemy automatic weapons, mortar, and artillery fire, the guns went 
into position with the point and knocked out the enemy pieces, 
permitting the resumption of the advance. The presence of these 
assault cannon with the advance guard of the infantry force was 
made possible only by the superhuman exertion of the men of the 
battery. In 24 hours they advanced 20 miles on foot, destroyed 
hostile artillery and machine-gun positions, and helped break the 
main Japanese line of resistance in the Cariliao — Batulao Defile. On 
4 February this howitzer battery rejoined its own parachute field 
artillery battalion which had jumped at Tagaytay Ridge. The entire 
action was marked by the fervor, gallantry, fearlessness, and deep 
devotion to duty of the men of Battery D, 4i7th Parachute Field 
Artillery Battalion. (General Orders 69, Headquarters Eighth 
Army, 25 June 1945, as approved by the Commander in Chief, 
United States Army Forces, Pacific.) [General Orders No. 71, War 
Department, Washington, 22 August 194}.] 

The 674th Glider Field Artillery Battalion is cited for outstand- 
ing heroism and conspicuous performance of duty in action against 
the enemy on Luzon, Philippine Islands, from 31 January to 5 
February 1945. During this period, this unit distinguished itself 
by the imposing part it played in the advance of an airborne divi- 
sion to Mamla. When its prime movers were stalled in the sea, 
the battalion met the first of many obstacles with the dauntless 
courage and enthusiasm which were to distinguish it throughout 
the action; the howitzers were towed by manpower through heavy 
sand in the face of hostile machine-gun and artillery fire to firing 
positions on the beach. By 1930 hours two howitzers from B 
Battery had been displaced to Wawa, and from this position two 
enemy artillery pieces and a large ammunition dump were destroyed, 
thus eliminating the last hostile artillery within range of the beach- 
head. As the infantry moved rapidly inland, the glider field artil- 
lery battalion followed closely behind the advance, and in order 
to accomplish its mission of direct support moved ammunition by 
hand all the first night across a dangerously weakened bridge at 
Palico. During the swift advance from Palico to Tagaytay Ridge 
near Caylaway, two guns from A Battery were pushed forward 
through the enemy lines to attack machine gun and mortar positions 
by direct fire from the rear. On 4 February, A Battery (minus 2 


howitzers) supported an infantry battalion from Tagaytay Ridge 
to Manila. The remainder of the battalion minus 2 guns from 
B Battery supported the Infantry, also motorized, on the dash to 
Manila. When the Infantry was stopped by intense mortar and 
machine-gun fire at the Paranaque River, the battalion went into 
position and destroyed enemy pillboxes and emplacements at close 
range. Despite counterbattery and sniper fire, the battalion through- 
out the night brought fire on enemy emplacements within 50 yards 
of friendly troops making it possible for the Infantry to advance 
unopposed over the Paranaque River on 5 February. The battalion 
commander and forward observers went in advance of the Infantry 
and together directed fire on enemy emplacements at very close 
range. Ammunition was often unloaded from trucks into the breech 
of howitzers, in order to maintain continuous fire, as a result of 
which the enemy was forced to withdraw 2,000 yards before dawn. 
The entire aaion was marked by enthusiasm, fervor, gallantry, and 
deep devotion to duty of the men of the 674th Glider Field Artil- 
lery Battalion and was in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military service. (General Orders No. 69, Headquarters Eighth 
Army, 25 June 1945, as approved by the Commander in Chief, 
United States Army Forces, Pacific.) [General Orders No. 68, War 
Department, Washington, 14 August 194}.] 

The 67}th Glider Field Artillery Battalion is cited for outstand- 
ing performance of duty during the period 31 January to 5 Febru- 
ary 1945. During this period this unit distinguished itself by the 
imposing part it played in the advance of an airborne division to 
Manila. Within 20 minutes after the 67}th Glider Field Artillery 
Battalion had landed on Nasugbu, J.uzon, Philippine Islands, on 
31 January 1945, the twelve guns of the battalion were in position 
on the fire-swept beach supporting the advance of the Infantry, 
knocking out enemy machine guns and artillery and making pos- 
sible the rapid destruction of the enemy beach defenses in this 
sector. Throughout the next day the battalion supported the In- 
fantry, even though the support had to be achieved through the 
movement of one entire battery by hand. On the following days, 
the battalion provided continuous support for the march on Manila, 
displacing over mountainous terrain which was fanatically defended 
from prepared enemy artillery and mortar positions. During the 
final 38-mile advance on Manila continuous support was provided 
the column by rapid displacements under artillery and machine-gun 
fire. Though continually outranged by enemy artillery of larger 
caliber, the small guns of the battalion delivered effective counter- 
battery fire from exposed positions 700 to 1,000 yards in rear of 
the front lines. During the 6-day period in which the battalion 
displaced a total of 65 miles, the rapid movement of the Infantry 
imposed upon the supply personnel, the communications personnel, 
and the commanders and staffs difficulties which seemed insur- 
mountable with the limited facilities of the airborne equipment and 
transportation. Superior command, decisions, and planning, with 
aggressive and courageous liaison and supervision, enabled the 
67}th Glider Field Artillery Battalion to function so effectively that 
at no time was the supported Infantry without maximum artillery 
support. Under the intense counterbattery shelling of the battalion 
from large naval guns on Nichols Field, the gun crews functioned 
coolly and smoothly, never leaving their pieces except to aid 
wounded crew members. The courage, gallantry, and outstanding 
performance of duty of these men ate in accordance with the high- 
est traditions of the military service. (General Orders 69, Head- 
quarters Eighth Army, 25 June 1945, as approved by the Com- 
mander in Chief, United States Army Forces, Pacific.) [General 
Orders No. 68, War Department, Washington, 14 August 194}.] 

The }llth Airborne Signal Company is cited for outstanding 
performance of duty during the period 31 January to 5 February 
1945. In the assault on Southern Luzon, 31 January 1945, the 
}llth Airborne Signal Company landed by sea and by parachute. 
Because of unsatisfactory beaching conditions, only three-eighths of 
the wire equipment and one-half of the radio equipment were un- 
loaded. Despite the shortages of equipment imposed by the land- 
ing, and by the limited equipment authorized an airborne division, 
radio communication was established by 1600 hours on 31 Janu- 
ary with Army Headquarters on Leyte, Western Visayan Task Force 
on Mindoro, and with all elements of the division which were 
spread from Leyte to Luzon. Augmenting their authorized 40 miles 
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of wire with captured Jap and commercial wire, the wire section 
of only 24 men performed the heroic feat of laying and maintain- 
ing 280 miles of wire. On eight separate occasions it was necessary 
for this section to desist from communications missions and join 
in the fight against the Japanese attempting to halt the advance 
on Manila. Two hours after a parachute infantry jumped and 
seized Tagaytay Ridge, the company established a signal center in 
the Manila Hotel Annex on the Ridge. An advance detachment 
accompanied the forward infantry elements into Manila, and under 
heavy artillery and antiaircraft fire established an advance signal 
center 1 hour after the forward elements had penetrated into 
Paranaque. This signal center processed manually the phenomenal 


average of 12,400 code groups a day, functioning both for the 
division and for the advance command post of an army. During 
the entire offensive^ continuous communication was maintained 
with all echelons from the amphibious landing to the entry into 
Manila. The courage, aggressiveness, and technical proficiency of 
the illth Airborne Signal Company in the face of determined 
enemy resistance and serious equipment shortages are worthy of 
the highest praise and reflect great credit on the armed forces of 
the United States. (General Orders 69, Headquarters Eighth Army, 
25 June 1945, as approved by the Commander in Chief, Unit^ 
States Army Forces, Pacific.) [General Orders No. 71, Ip'ar Depart- 
ment, Washington, 22 August 194S.'} 
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A NOTE ON THIS BOOK 

This book is published by the Infantry Journal Press, one 
of the publishing activities of the U.S. Infantry Association. 
It was produced under the editorial supervision of Orville C. 
Shirey, designed by Nicholas J. Anthony, printed by The Reese 
Press and bound by Moore and Company. The text has been 
set in Intertype Garamond. 

The U.S. Infantry Association also publishes the Infantry 
Journal, a monthly magazine for the ground combat forces of 
the United States. The U.S. Infantry Association is a non- 
profit organization composed of soldiers and civilians inter- 
ested in all phases of national defense. Its various publica- 
tions cover all levels of military affairs, from technical books on 
weapons and tactics, to historical, psychological, political and 
economic books on the higher aspects of war. Its membership 
includes all branches of the active, reserve and retired armed 
services: Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, National 
Guard, Coast Guard, Organized Reserve Corps, and civilians. 
Readers desiring catalogs of its publications, and information 
on membership, can obtain them from the U.S. Infantry Asso- 
ciation, 1115 Seventeenth St., N.W., Washington, 6, D.C. 
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